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JOURNAL 


OF THE 
SENATE. 

On the seventeenth day of November in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty three , being the day fixed by law 
for the meeting of the General Assembly, the following Members of 
the Senate appeared and took their seats, to wit: 

From the Senatorial district composed of the Counties of 

— Mobile, Baldwin & Washington Francis W. Armstrong. 

— Conecuh, Covington, Pike & Henry, John W. Devereux. 

— Monroe, John Murphy. 

— Dallas, Thomas Casey. 

Wilcox and Clarke, Neal Smith. 

Marengo and Greene, John Coats. 

Perry and Autauga Dunklin Sullivan. 

Bibb and Shelby, J ack Shackleford. 

St. Clair and Blount, David Conner. 

J efferson -- 

Tuskaloosa and Pickens, Levin Powell. 

Marion and Franklin, William Metcalf. 

Lawrence, Arthur F. Hopkins. 

Morgan, Thomas D. Crabb. 

Jackson and Decatur, Robert M'Camy. 

Limestone, Nicholas Davis. 

Madison, - - 

Lauderdale, Hugh M'Vay. 

Montgomery and Butler, John D. Bibb. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, Mr. McVAY was called to the Chair, and 

F. S. Lyon appointed Secretary pro tern. 

On motion of Mr Shackleford, Resolved, That the Senate do now 
proceed to the election of a President thereof: Whereupon, the elec¬ 
tion being conducted viva voce it appeared that Nicholas Davis was 
unanimously elected ; who being conducted to the chair, returned 
his acknowledgments to the House, and proceeded to the duties 
thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, Resolved, That the Senate do now pro¬ 
ceed to the election of a Secretary : and the election having been con¬ 
stitutionally conducted, it appeared that Francis S. Lyon was unani¬ 
mously elected. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, Resolved, That the Senate do now pro¬ 
ceed to the election of an assistant clerk : Thomas W. Fleming, 

James Gibson Thomas C. Parish, F. H. W. Osborne, William Moore, 
and David H. Burke in nomination. 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Gibson, 5 For Mr. Burke, 3. For Mr. Fleming, 4. For Mr. Moore, 3. 

Mr. Parish, 1. Mr. Osborne, 1. 
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Those who voted for Mr. Gibson, are, 

Mr. President, Crabb, Hopkins, Metcalf, M'Vay- 5. 

Those who voted for Mr. Burke, are, 

Mr. Armstrong, Shackleford, Conner- 3. 

Those who voted for Mr. Fleming, are, 

Mr. Bibb, Murphy, Devereux, Smith- 4. 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 

Mr. Casey Sullivan, M'Camy- 3. 

Mr. Coats voted for F. H. W. Osborne, and Mr Powell for Mr. 

Parish. 

Neither having a constitutional majority the Senate proceeded to 
vote a second time, for an assistant clerk; the same persons being in 
nomination. 

The votes stood as above, and neither having a majority of the 
whole number of votes, the Senate proceeded to vote a third time for 
an assistant clerk ; the same persons in nomination. 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Gibson, 5. Mr. Burke, 4. Mr. Fleming, 2. Mr. Moore, 4. 

Mr. Parish, 1. Mr. Osborne, 1. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gibson, are, 

Mr. President, Crabb, Hopkins, M'Vay, Metcalf- 5. 

Those who voted for Mr. Burke, are, 

Mr. Armstrong, Devereux, Conner, Shackleford- 4. 

Those who voted for Mr. Fleming, are, 

Mr. Murphy, Smith- 2. 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 

Mr. Bibb Casey, M'Camy, Sullivan- 4. 

For Mr. Osborne, Mr Coats for Mr. Parish, Mr. Powell. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the Senate pro¬ 
ceeded to vote a fourth time for an assistant clerk ; the same persons 
in nomination. 

For Mr. Burke, 6.Mr. Gibson, 5. Mr. Moore, 2 Mr. Fleming, 2. 

Mr. Osborne, 1. Mr. Parish, 1. 

Those who voted for Mr. Burke, are, 

Mr. Armstrong, Bibb, Conner, Devereux, 

Sullivan- 6. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gibson, are, 

Mr. President, Crabb, Hopkins, M'Vay, Metcalf- 5. 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 

Mr. Casey & M'Camy- 2. 

Mr. Coats, for Mr. Osborne, and Mr Powell, for Mr. Parish. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the Senate pre- 
ceeed to vote a fifth time, for an assistant clerk. 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Burke, 3.Mr. Gibson, 3. Mr. Fleming, 2. Mr. Moore, 2. 

Osborne, 1. Parish, 1. 

Those who voted for Mr. Burke, are, 

Mr. President Armstrong Bibb, Conner, Devereux, 

Hopkins Shackleford, Sullivan- 8. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gibson, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb, Metcalf- 3. 

Those who voted for Mr. Fleming, are, 

Mr. Murphy, Smith- 2. 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 



Mr. M'Camy, Casey- 2. 

For Mr. Osborne, Mr. Coats, for Mr. Parish, Mr. Powell. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the Senate pro¬ 
ceeded to vote a sixth time for an assistant clerk ; the same persons 
in nomination. 
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The votes stood the same as in the fifth vote, for an assistant clerk. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the Senate pro¬ 
ceeded to vote the seventh time for an assistant clerk ; the same gen¬ 
tlemen in nomination. 

For Mr. Burke, 9 votes, For Mr. Gibson, 8 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Burke , are, 

Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb, Conner, Devereux 
Hopkins, Murphy, Shackleford, Sullivan- 9. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gibson, are, 

Mr. Casey, Coats, Crabb, M'Vay, M'Camy, 

Metcalf, Powell, Smith- 8. 

Mr. Burke having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by Mr. President to be duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that the Senate do now proceed 
to the election of a door-keeper; Samuel Clay, David Laughlin, 

George C. Boggs, J oseph H. Mead, and Matthew D. Thomason, in 
nomination. 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Thomason, 10. Mr. Laughlin, 4. Mr. Boggs, 2. Mr. Clay, 1. 

Those who voted for Mr. Thomason, are, 

Mr. Bibb Casey, Conner, Crabb, Powell, 

Devereux, M'Vay, M'Camy, Murphy, Shackleford, 10. 

Those who voted for Mr. Laughlin, are, 

Mr. President, Armstrong, Hopkins, Metcalf- 4. 

Those who voted for Mr. Boggs, are, 

Mr. Coats, Smith- 2. 

Mr. Sullivan, for Mr. Clay. 

Mr. Thomason having a constitutional majority, Mr. President de¬ 
clared him duly elected. 

On motion the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, November 18. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr .Wood, a Senator from J efferson, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Casey gave notice that on to morrow he should ask for leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled " an act concerning bail in civil 
cases." 

The president, secretary, and assistant clerk were qualified, by 
taking the oath prescribed by the constitution and by the act entitled 
"an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to suppress duelling, 
passed on the 17th day of Dec. 1819." 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Crenshaw. 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your 
honorable body, that they have adopted the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate be informed that the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives is organized and ready to proceed to business -- and have 
chosen William I. Adair, speaker, N. Dodson, principal clerk, and 
Thomas B. Tunstall, assistant clerk, and R. B. Watson, door keeper 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Resolved, that a message be sent to the 
House of Representatives, informing them that the Senate has con¬ 
vened and elected Mr. Nicholas Davis, president thereof, Francis S. 

Lyon, secretary, David H. Burke, assistant clerk, and Matthew D. 

Thomason, door-keeper and are ready to proceed to business. A 



message was sent accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that until altered, the rules of 
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order and decorum, formed for the government of the Senate, at the 
last session be again adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that the following standing 
committees be appointed, to wit: 

A committee of accounts. 

A committee of privileges and elections. 

A committee of claims. 

A committee of propositions and grievances. 

A joint committee on enrolled bills. 

A committee on inland navigation. 

A judiciary committee. 

A military committee. 

A committee on roads, bridges, and ferries. 

A committee on county boundaries. 

A committee on schools and colleges and school and college lands. 

A committee on divorce and alimony. 

A committee on the unfinished business of the last session. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that a committee of two mem¬ 
bers be appointed on the part of this house, to act with such commit¬ 
tee as may be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, 
to wait on the Governor and inform his Excellency, that the two 
Houses are now organized, and ready to receive any communication 
he may be pleased to make. 

Ordered, that the secretary inform the House of Representatives 
thereof: and that Messrs. Bibb and Hopkins be appointed the com¬ 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay , Resolved, that a committee of three 
persons be appointed on the part of the Senate, to act with such com¬ 
mittee as may be appointed on the part of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, to superintend the procuring of stationary for the Legislature 
during the present session ; whereupon Messrs. M'Vay, Crabb, and 
Smith were appointed a committee on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Messrs. Perkins, 

Gayle and Creagh: 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your 
honorable body that they concur in the resolution of the Senate ap¬ 
pointing a joint committee to wait on the Governor, and inform him 
that the two houses are organized and ready to receive any communi¬ 
cation he may be pleased to make ; and have appointed, on their 
part, Messrs. Perkins Gayle and Creagh. 

A message form the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

I am instructed to inform your honorable body, that they have 
adopted the following Resolution, in pursuance of the Resolution of 
your honorable body on that subject. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the part of 
this House, to unite with the committee on the part of the Senate, to 
procure stationary for the Legislature during the present session and 
that the Senate be informed thereof; and have appointed, on their 
part, Messrs. Hardwick, Hallett and Powell. 

Mr. Bibb, from the joint committee appointed to wait on the Go¬ 
vernor, and inform him that the two Houses are organized and ready 
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to receive any communication he might be pleased to make — Re¬ 
ported that the committee had performed that duty and received for 
answer from his Excellency, that he would make a communication to 
the two Houses of the General Assembly, on to-morrow morning, at 
ten o'clock. And then the Senate adjourned til to-morrow morning 
at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, November 19. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following resolution : Resolved That there 
be a select committee of five members appointed to prepare and bring 
in a bill dividing the state into districts, for the purpose of electing 
by the people ) electors of President and Vice-President of the Uni¬ 
ted States. 

Mr. Murphy moved to amend said resolution by striking out all 
the words after "Resolved," and substituting in lieu thereof the fol¬ 
lowing: "that a committee of five members be appointed to report 
the best mode of electing electors of President and Vice-President of 
the United States at the ensuing presidential election." Mr. M'Vay 
moved to amend said amendment by inserting the words "by the peo¬ 
ple," after the word "electing" in said resolution ; which was deci¬ 
ded in the affirmative. The question was then put on the adoption 
of the resolution as amended, and decided in the affirmative; where¬ 
upon Messrs. M'Vay, Murphy, Bibb, Hopkins, and Casey, were ap¬ 
pointed said committee. 

Mr. Bibb presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of the town 
of Montgomery, praying the passage of a law exempting them from 
working on roads, other than within the limits of the said town; which 
was read, and referred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Mr Wood presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jeffer¬ 
son county, praying the establishment of a new county ; which was 
read, and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Wood also presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jef¬ 
ferson county, upon the subject of the 16th sections in each township; 
which was read and referred to the committee on schools and colleges 
and school and college lands. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Resolved, That the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives be informed that the Senate will convene in the hall of 
the House of Representatives, on Saturday next, at the hour of eleven 
o'clock, for the purpose of comparing the polls for the election of 
Governor of this state; and declare the result of the late election for 
Governor. 

Mr. Crabb presented the petition of Matthew Harbeson, adminis¬ 
trator of Samuel Herberson, deceased, praying the passage of a law 
confirming a sale which he had made of a quarter section of land be¬ 
longing to the estate of the said Samuel ; which was read and ordered 
to be referred to a special committee, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise : whereupon Messrs. Crabb, Wood and Conner, were ap¬ 
pointed said committee. 

Mr. Bibb presented the petition of Nancy, a slave, stating that she 
had purchased herself, and praying to be emancipated; which was 
read and ordered to be referred to a select committee: whereupon 
Messrs. Bibb, Sullivan and Conner, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Powell presented a decree of the circuit court of Tuskaloosa 
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county, exercising chancery jurisdiction, divorcing William Bryan 
from his wife Rhoda Bryant; which was referred to the committee 
on divorce and alimony. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Ordered, That William B. Allen be per¬ 
mitted to take a seat within the bar of the Senate , for the purpose 
reporting the proceedings thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Resolved, That the committee on roads 
bridges, and ferries, be instructed to examine the law regulating the 
apportionment of hands to work on public roads in this state, and re¬ 
port a bill having for its object, an amendment of the same if necessary 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, Resolved, That the judiciary com¬ 
mittee be instructed to examine the law, now in force in this state, 
any concerning escheats, and that they be requested to bring in a 
bill, if necessary, appropriating escheated property to such purpose 
or purposes as they may deem right and proper. 

A communication in writing was received from the Governor, by 
J. J. Pleasants , Esq. Secretary of State, which was read, and is as 
follows, to wit: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Cahawba, November 19th, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and house of Representatives, 

From a view of the several subjects requiring immediate legisla¬ 
tive attention, together with such others as may present their claims 
for a share of your consideration; the present session will appear to 
be one of more than ordinary importance to the public. Among 
those questions most deeply affecting the permanent interests of the 
State, may be considered such as relate to the founding of its public 
institutions. Some of these will require for their correct determina¬ 
tion, the most disinterested exercise of your judgment and under¬ 
standing. You have already obtained from your fellow citizens, the 
best testimony of their full confidence, that all these interests will 
receive from you, a dispassionate attention, proportionate to their 
magnitude. 

The State University with all incidental questions relating to its 
organization, its funds and its location, will be viewed by all as most 
intersting topicks, and will not be agitated as matters of passing oc¬ 
currence, but of general and lasting consequence. 

By the act of 1821, the location was confided to a Legislative vote 
to be determined at the same session, when the report of suitable 
sites should be made by the Trustees. The act of last session has 
divided the female department of the institution into three branches 
to be located at the same time with the principal site. I submit 
whether in the passing of such act as may be deemed necessary for 
extending the power of location, to the present or any subsequent 
session, it may not at the same time be expedient to postpone to a 
still more remote period the location of the female branches ; leav¬ 
ing each one to be selected on its own merits simply, and without the 
complicated consideration of the others. Although female education 
has ever been one of my favorite objects and particularly so as con¬ 
nected with the proposed establishment neither the state of the 
funds, nor the immature condition of these branches. Indeed, the 
melancholy experience we have had in many portions of our coun- 
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try, may well justify the enquiry, whether the health of any place 
has been sufficiently tested, to warrant a preference in its favour as a 
site for the main branch of the institution; to which all concur in 
believing the first application of the resources should be made. 

The Board of Trustees will hold their next session at this place, 
on the second Monday of December; when the report of their trans¬ 
actions, and of such views as they may deem applicable to their trust, 
will be presented to you 

By an act of the last session, daily pay and mileage was allowed to 
the Trustees while on duty. I ndemnity of expense was only an act of 
justice to them, and indispensably necessary to ensure a prompt at¬ 
tention to the trust. It is however due to the members of that body 
to remark that this indemnity in the form of compensation was not 
solicited on their part; nor so far as their present ideas are known to 
me is it now preferred by them. Although the present compensa¬ 
tion may not much exceed actual and necessary expense ; yet a fair 
respect for the opinion of the public, which strongly favour an econ¬ 
omizing policy in the government of such an institution, may justify 
if not require a change in the form of remuneration to those who su¬ 
perintend its concerns. 

Our circulating medium and the institutions therewith connected, 
form a most difficult and important subject for Legislative contem¬ 
plation. The wholesome condition of these , like the vital circula¬ 
tion, is essentially promotive of that activity and order, with which 
the body politic is enabled to perform its useful functions. This 
again depends so much on that individual economy which regulate 
the great bulk of the dealings and industry of the country that the 
means of affecting it favourably by acts of Legislation are too often 
misapplied. This individual economy taken in the aggregate, regu¬ 
lates the balance of trade between our own, and other countries. 

While this balance is suffered to continue against us with the conse¬ 
quent drain of that portion of our medium which will bear transmis¬ 
sion abroad; it is obvious that the remaining portion cannot long 
maintain both a plentiful and a creditable circulation ; nor can any 
multiplication of it by means of banks, evade the certainty of the 
pressure. A very slight view of our peculiar situation will be suffi¬ 
cient to shew that for some years hence the account current of our 
exchanges will exhibit large items against us, independently of the or¬ 
dinary articles, composing the list of foreign consumption. This pe¬ 
culiarity applies to us in common with those States only that ar ein- 
debted to the General Government for their lands. These debts 
must not only be paid in cash, but in such kind as will answer the ex¬ 
penditures of the United States ; few of which are applied within our 
State limits, or even within the sphere of our circulation: Ope¬ 
rating not merely as a drain on the currency but of that portion of it 
which may be considered as the basis of the rest. The amount of 
this debt payable within a little more than five years, (to which the 
longest credit is extended.) may be estimated at five millions of dol¬ 
lars. Supposing that the amount applied to original purchases may 
equal the increase of capital by emigration ; the annual debit against 
us for the period mentioned, may be computed at one million of dol¬ 
lars, or about one half of the annual export of cotton from the State. 
The other half of this export with the small amount of other pro- 
B 
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ductions exported is left to balance against the articles of consump¬ 
tion introduced from all directions. In this general settlement of ac¬ 
counts, it is greatly feared that we will be found much in arrear, and 
that this to a material extent is the cause of our pecuniary difficul¬ 
ties. In this respect the operations of our commercial dealers have 
been peculiarly unfavourable. They have been the chief organs of 
shipment of our most valuable produce; and dealing too generally on 
fictitious capital, a large proportion of these shipments has been 
required as remittances to pay former debts due by them abroad for 
merchandize ; or at best to anticipate the purchase of more. This is 
one of the sources to which we are to ascribe the exchange of so large 
a proportion of our produce, otherwise capable of commanding the 
soundest funs, for consumable foreign merchandize. It must be ob¬ 
vious that our exemption from peculiar pressure can only be main¬ 
tained by a reform in our habits of dealing, sufficient to correct this 
excess of consumption. This corrective will prove more effectual, 
than the increase of bank paper under any form or name. And in¬ 
deed it is the most sure process by which solid banking capital may 
be either furnished or maintained. 

I n no portion of our community is a change in the accustomed 
course of dealing more imperiously called for than in that which suf¬ 
fers most severely the evils of an unsound currency. And it may as 
truly be said that in none would the result be more immediately suc¬ 
cessful, in the introduction of a wholesome medium. This change 
would be from the unnatural to the natural channel of exchange 
The channel which will float the present bountiful crop to its destin¬ 
ed market, if allowed to return even one half of the avails, in the 
current money of that market, would replenish the circulation with 
specie or with a paper truly and practically representing it-- an¬ 
swering in all the dealings of the community, and in payments to the 
general government -— not liable to be affected by the policy of the 
banks of the adjoining State, which has really or ostensibly so much 
impeded the operations of our bank in that quarter. This course 
though it would for a season reject from circulation the paper of the 
existing bank, and might have some interests and prejudices to op¬ 
pose, would not fail eventually either to raise the credit of the exist¬ 
ing bank with the tide of the general prosperity, or would lay the 
surest foundation of a new one ; and the only solid foundation that 
can be laid, so far as the individuals composing the body of the popu¬ 
lation are allowed to participate in the capital. At the present and 
under the existing policy the means of subscribing bank capital are 
not attainable to any considerable extent, within the sphere of that 
depreciated circulation ; unless by those who may have access to the 
vaults of the existing institution. 

Although a proper economy in the general dealings of the county 
greatly affects the credit and prosperity of the currency & the banks; 
much also depends on the correct organization and government of 
those corporations. The only original bank now in the power of the 
Legislature to establish, is partially defined by the constitution, and 
distinguished with such immunities as will constitute it when organ¬ 
ized a monopoly of most extensive influence over the currency of the 
State. This being a matter of general concernment, it would ap¬ 
pear that a control over it, would be as indispensable, to be retained 
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by the government, as over any other public concern : and that the 
commitment of it to private hands without a fair control would be an 
abandonment of the public interest: there would then be no other se¬ 
curity for a subserviency to the public good than the precarious inter¬ 
est of those conducting the concern, and the tardy process of a judi¬ 
cial investigation. We have seen that neither have proved sufficient. 

As regards the former we have too often observed the incentive of 
profit to outweigh a regard to the credit of the circulating paper. The 
suspension of payment, consequent upon extended discounts, often 
produces as much gain to the proprietors as loss to all others. This 
event presupposes inability of the debtors to pay promptly the loans 
obtained : these therefore remain on full interest, and of course admit 
of as ample dividends to the stock holders as when in the most suc¬ 
cessful operation: while the temptation to unjust speculation on the 
depreciated paper is held out to those conducting the concern. As 
regards the remedy by judicial process, an example is not wanting of 
the delay and difficulty of this course, in the case of a local bank, 
with all the advantage of the public feelings and interest both, inlist- 
ed against it. 

It is nevertheless believed that in the case of a commercial town, 
such as our principal port a local bank on individual capital and di¬ 
rection may be of great advantage, affording the facility of accommo¬ 
dating its policy to the varying interests of trade. Such bank alrea¬ 
dy exists, and much the largest proportion of its capital is unsubscribed 
for; the same may be said of the two other banks now existing. The 
charters of all these are a favorable to stock holders as any that can 
be formed consistently with the Constitution. So far therefore as a 
demand can exist for an institution to be owned and conducted by in 
dividuals, that demand is already supplied. The fact that so much 
room in the authorized capital of the banks now existing remains un¬ 
occupied, is evidence of the want of disposable capital. The capa¬ 
city to subscribe, it would appear is embraced chiefly by those having 
access to the vaults of existing banks; if this position be correct, the 
experiment of a charter, and opening of books for individual sub¬ 
scription, would result no otherwise than in the establishment of a 
new bank, owned and governed by one or more of the old ones. The 
only conceivable effect of the project would be a change of name 
and perhaps of location, without additional capacity of doing good ; 
and with the enlarged power and extended sphere for doing mischief. 

We have the example of one institution purely and entirely public 
-- both as respects capital and direction, continuing through years of 
war and peace in successful and creditable operation. The state 
bank of South Carolina is a source of great profit, dispensing almost 
with the necessity of taxation, while it has given essential aid in use¬ 
ful internal improvements and which is still more important, fur¬ 
nishing at the same time a circulation regulated with a regard to no 
other than the general interest. It is a question worthy of inquiring 
how far this favorable example is susceptible of successful imitation, 
And here I admit, we meet at the very first step, a most difficult part 
of the inquiry— relative to the funds that may be applicable to the 
formation of the capital stock. The several sources within the reach 
of the state are known to you, and will of course come under your 
consideration. There is one source to which your attention has ne- 
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ver been officially invited, which, though involved as I confess in 
some difficulties, if accessible might furnish very ample results— 

The sixteenth sections granted to the inhabitants of the several 
townships, if converted into money by a competent authority for this 
purpose, would probably produce a fund of several millions, and 
which under proper regulations and prudent husbandry, would yield 
to the several townships in proportion to the produce of their re¬ 
spective school sections more regular and perhaps also more durable 
support to education, than would be realized by the ordinary process 
of leasing. To command the aid of this resource so many intricate 
questions may require to be solved, and the concurrence of so many 
opinions and interests to be obtained that it would probably occa¬ 
sion delay, and eventually produce but partial success. This re¬ 
source is therefore presented to your notice , without the most san¬ 
guine prospects of its result. In concluding this subject I would re¬ 
mark, that under whatever form a State Bank may now be chartered, 
it will be essentially requisite that very ample time should be allow¬ 
ed for the preparation of the means that must compose the capital. 

The bank at Huntsville has not resumed specie payments, nor 
have I the means of giving you the encouraging prospect of such an 
event. The judicial proceeding instituted against that corporation 
to inquire whether it had incurred a forfeiture of its charter, is not 
yet finally determined. I would suggest that it might be the means 
of preventing delays in this as well as in other causes pending in the 
Circuit Courts, to make a provision for calling a special court to try 
cases continued at the regular terms, by reason of the interest of the 
presiding judge, as a party, or as a counsel. 

The present session is one of those at which the legislature is requir¬ 
ed to provide for taking the census of the state, for the purpose of appor¬ 
tionment. According to the law of the U. States, electors of President 
and Vice President are to be chosen within thirty four days preced¬ 
ing the second Wednesday of December, 1824. The mode to be 
prescribed for choosing the electors to which this state may be enti¬ 
tled, is a matter peculiarly within your province. You can also best 
ascertain the mode most satisfactory to the public, and which will at 
the same time, secure a fair and full expression of the voice of the 
state. I can only add my regret that a fair and uniform mode, by 
election of the people in districts, so often proposed as an amend¬ 
ment of the federal constitution, has so long continued unsuccessful; 
and I cannot abandon the hope, that a regard for the harmony and 
the permanency of the union, will ultimately obtain so far the ascen¬ 
dency over state ambition as to give sanction to a uniform plan 
of our government; and combining so happily the national and federa¬ 
tive principles, in the selection of an executive chief for our federal 
empire. 

In regard to our judicial department, the constitution having an 
eye to a period so shortly in advance, when some material changes 
may be made, it will not be expected that any radical amendments be 
now recommended. This will not, however, excuse me from noticing 
for immediate correction, such defects as appear obviously to impede 
the due administration of justice. One prominent defect in the ju¬ 
dicial practice, is that by which the points in litigation in so great a 



13 


proportion of the causes, even in our highest courts of judicature have 
no relation to the merits. It often occurs that after a cause has been 
fairly determined, it travels up, with great delay and expense, into 
the highest appellate courts, and eventually is decided on some tech¬ 
nical point of pleading, in which the justice of the controversy is not 
considered. This has a demoralizing tendency, and in some degree 
renders the law itself a subject of reproach. If the evil is thought 
worthy of your attention, it may deserve inquiry, whether a remedy 
to some extent might not be found in simplifying the mode of noticing 
defects in pleadings, and of amending the same, with such other pro¬ 
visions as may exclude all questions not affecting the merits, from 
further investigation after the rendition of judgment. 

The decisions of the supreme court, though immediately affect¬ 
ing the parties litigant only, are considered as determining principles 
which become precedents in future cases, and have practically the 
force of law ; yet these decisions have never been reported, and are 
only stored away on the files of the court, or in the memory of those 
hearing them pronounced. I submit whether it be not expedient to 
have them regularly reported and published after each term. 

There is no mode under our statutes for contesting the validity of 
a will, but by bill in chancery; and that after it has first been admitted 
to probate. The more summary mode of contesting the execution 
of such instruments by caveat before the probate, has elsewhere 
been found convenient. 

There is no statute relating to the disposition of escheated proper¬ 
ty; nor is there any touching the case of property forfeited by reason 
of the incapacity of the purchaser to hold, as in the case of aliens- 
Escheats and forfeitures have elsewhere been a source of some pro¬ 
ductiveness. The emigration from so many directions which has 
added to our numbers, has no doubt furnished, or may yet fur¬ 
nish subjects for the operation of such laws. These cases occur¬ 
ring occasionally and in dispersed situations, may be made a sub¬ 
ject of presentment by grand juries as a mode of discovery. The 
application of the fund arising from this source, may depend on the 
wisdom of future legislatures. I would, however, suggest, that it 
would be an appropriation fund for education of the children of the 
poor. 

Some instances have occurred in which Clerks of Courts have re¬ 
moved from their counties, leaving the duty to be performed by de¬ 
puty. Public officers being always conferred on the ground of per¬ 
sonal confidence, their duties should mainly be performed by the 
principal in person. A removal or other abandonment of the duties 
for a length of time, should be made tantamount to a resignation. 

It may afford a necessary accommodation to the J udges and others 
attending the first judicial circuit, now terminating with the counties 
of Washington, Mobile and Baldwin, to reverse the order of those 
courts for the spring terms; retaining their present order for those of 
the fall. 

The time occupied in passing and amending laws incorporating 
towns and societies might be well saved by a general law of incor¬ 
poration ; prescribing the condition on which it may extend to any 
town or society; and also the manner in which this corporate condi¬ 
tion may be removed, at the pleasure of the members or inhabitants 
concerned. 
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The latest official account received in relation to the three per cent 
fund applicable to improvements within this state, is that contained 
in the report from the Treasury Department to Congress during the 
last session. The amount appearing by that document to be due from 
the United States, up to the 30th J une 182, was $23,770 75. Al¬ 
though I have not yet received the official information, which I have 
sought, as to the time when this fund may be obtained , consistently 
with the act of Congress limiting the payment thereof, to take place 
after the discharge of the debt due from the United States to the State 
of Georgia, and the Mississippi stock; yet no doubt is entertained 
that this fund may now be received, or at least within a very short 
period. The amount, though not sufficient to accomplish any exten¬ 
sive object, may be usefully employed toward partial improvement of 
immediate urgency, in our land and water communications, as well 
as in the examination of our navigable streams. 

I would here present to your notice a few of the objects proposed, 
requiring small sums to produce considerable immediate results in 
our navigation. The shoal in the Tombecbe near St. Stephens is a s 
serious obstruction to steam boats , and even barges in tolerably low 
water and may be removed at a small expense. A small sum might 
be employed with effect on the same stream and on the Black War¬ 
rior and Alabama, in removing leaning trees, and occasional drifts, 
which cause much hindrance to boats and barges. From some recent 
efforts to ascend the Muscle Shoals or Tennessee river, it is believed 
that a comparatively small expenditure might there be employed 
with good effect, on some of the most difficult points. It is not pre¬ 
tended that any moderate appropriation could do more, than to ren¬ 
der such aid to individual exertion as would make the ascent in the 
first instance , barely practicable for small boats . Yet even this would 
lead the way to further enterprize that might be ultimately useful. 

The connexion of the Tennessee waters with one of the branches of 
Coosa, has seriously occupied the attention of a large portion of the 
public spirited citizens of the State of Tennessee; and with a corres¬ 
ponding spirit on our part toward improving the shoals on Coosa- 
the important work might early be accomplished : opening a most ex¬ 
tended interior communication northward. 

In accomplishing the portion of this object, which is within our 
own limits it is only expected of the State, to give the proper en¬ 
couragement and direction to a well adjusted individual association. 

I would suggest that to accomplish any valuable public improve¬ 
ment it will be necessary that a system should be digested, by which 
the public resources should not only be fairly applied to the general 
advantage of all sections of our country but applied with the greatest 
effect. The Constitution of the State, Article 5, Section 21, was 
framed with a particular eye to this purpose, and if it is to be regard¬ 
ed at any stage of our operations, no time is so proper as at the com¬ 
mencement. A board of public works selected by the Legislature, 
would be of essential service in giving direction to the operation of 
engineers, adjusting plans for forming individual associations for ef¬ 
fecting any necessary work controling expenditure of monies ap¬ 
propriated by law for such objects and in furnishing to the Legislature 
correct and useful information respecting the various matters con¬ 
nected with our internal improvement. To this subject, I earnestly 
invite your attention. 
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Several of the roads authorized to be laid out by the acts of the 
last and preceding sessions, have been reported and approved, and 
partially opened, excepting in certain sections of the same, where 
the settlements are not sufficiently dense to effect it. In these instan¬ 
ces, I submit, whether some small appropriation be not necessary. 

By a communication from the ordnance department of the United 
States, it appears that the quota of arms to which this state is entitled 
for the several years from 1816 to 1822, inclusive, amounts to 1,112 
stand of muskets. This is computed on the average number of our 
militia returned for those years, which numbers amount to 13,684— 

The whole number of militia of the United States for these years 
average 908,172. It is very evident that we have lost much in this 
distribution by our own omission in furnishing regular and full returns 
of our military strength. And until our present plan ( which has been 
continued by repeated enactments) shall be changed, we are not to 
expect better results. The circuity required would sell suit a regu¬ 
lar corps on duty; but the avocations of business and pleasure in time 
of peace, will always afford too much interruption in a complicated 
system. I have ordered the transmission of the arms to this place, 
and they may be expected before the close of the session. All have 
been ordered in muskets, excepting cavalry arms for two companies. 

This additional store of public arms will render it the more neces¬ 
sary to devote some attention to the condition of the present arsenal, 
and to the subject of preserving the arms most effectually in which 
consideration will be embraced the enquiry whether any amendment 
in the law defining the duties of the officer designated to that depart¬ 
ment be necessary. That part of the militia law relative to the im¬ 
position of fines, and the accountability of those receiving them, may 
need revision. A strict construction of the law will often exclude a 
defaulter from the advantage of a good excuse. 

The introduction of slaves into the state for the purpose of traffic 
cannot be otherwise then deprecated as a public evil. While it en¬ 
courages a species of speculation the least meritorious, it tends to in¬ 
crease the wretchedness of the existing condition of slavery, and to 
detract from the strength and security of the country, if not also from 
its substantial wealth. It has been the humane and prudent policy of 
many of the neighbouring states to interdict this traffic, and I believe 
the same policy to be not less accordant with the interest and senti¬ 
ments of our citizens. The subject is submitted to your wisdom. 
Whatever be your views upon it; I hope either that such pro¬ 
vision may be made as will practically suppress the evil, or that it be 
left entirely unrestrained. Penal or restrictive laws habitually evaded 
or openly violated have ever proved to be demoralizing and worse 
than useless. 

In conformity with the act of last session, requiring the renewal of 
the loan from the Bank of St Stephens for furnishing a deposit to 
give credit to the Treasury notes, of which loan one half was author¬ 
ized to be placed in the Treasury ; the loan has been accordingly re¬ 
newed, and $1,000 dollars only has been transferred to the Treasury, 
no more being found necessary. The credit of these Treasury notes 
is so fully established and the ability of the Treasury so ample to meet 
all of them that may be presented. I do not recommend a further 
renewal of the loan. 
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Conformably with the act of last session, authorising an agent to 
be appointed to receive all slaves illegally imported and to employ 
them in public works, deemed to be of most utility to the state : such 
agent has been appointed and instructed to perform the duties requir¬ 
ed by the act in relation to all such slaves, and especially to apply 
to the J udge of the District Court of the United States for pos¬ 
session of the slaves in charge of the Marshal awaiting the adjudicat¬ 
ing in the Supreme Court, and on obtaining the same, to employ them 
under proper superintendents in improving certain of the leading 
roads between the extremes of the state. This application to the 
District Court had been encouraged by the highest judicial authori¬ 
ties of the United States, and was not objected to by the opposing 
claimants. The application has not however prevailed. 

These cases will probably be finally determined at the approach¬ 
ing term of the Supreme Court of the United States. I have thought 
this interest sufficiently important to employ counsel to aid the At¬ 
torney General. I would submit, whether some provision might not 
be necessary in case of condemnation the better to realize the por¬ 
tion of interest which may appertain to the state, and whether (in case 
improvement) this portion may not be profitably retained specifically 
and employed in the public service. 

In compliance with the act of last session, i have contracted for 
printing of the Digest of the Laws, to be executed in New York and 
delivered at this place complete for the sum of $4,200 , being the 
most favorable terms proposed. I have taken the liberty of inserting 
the State Constitution in addition to the instruments requires, be¬ 
lieving it not intentionally omitted in the act. Greater portion of 
the copies are hourly expected. 

In the distribution directed by the act, there is no provision for 
furnishing copies to the governments of our sister States and of the 
Union as is customary on like occasions. 

The Digester of the Laws, to whom the task of superintendance of 
the printing had been assigned by the Legislature by letter of the 
5th of March, last, declined that portion of the trust, for reasons 
which no doubt well justified the measure. He has , however, com¬ 
pleted the Digest of the Statutes of last session, and furnished the 
Table of Contents prefixed to the work. I designated the Attorney 
General to the unfinished portion of the duty which had been assign¬ 
ed to the Digester; and he has performed the same, by superintend¬ 
ing the printing and preparing the Index. From the superficial exa¬ 
mination, I have had it in my power to give to the work, I trust it will 
fulfil the expectation of the Legislature and the public. 

Since the last session, several vacancies have occurred, most of 
which have been filled by Executive appointment. 

I n the decease of Henry Y. Webb one of the J udges of the Supreme 
Court, and the presiding J udge of the third J udicial Circuit, the State 
has lost a worthy citizen, and a valuable magistrate. The vacancy 
has been filled by the temporary appointment of Henry Minor. 

E. D. Washburn has been appointed J udge of Montgomery Coun¬ 
ty Court, in lieu of Nimrod E. Benson, resigned. 

Peter Williamson has been appointed to the same office, in lieu of 
E. D. Washburn, resigned, 
page 
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William Godfrey has been appointed J udge of Washington County 
Court, in lieu of Morrison Hunter, resigned. 

William Hale has been appointed J udge of Mobile County Court; 
in lieu of John C .Mitchell, resigned 

J oseph B. Eason as been appointed J udge of Decatur County 
Court, in lieu of H. Bailies, resigned. 

A. Hutchinson has been appointed Solicitor of the Fift Judicial 
Circuit, in lieu of Joseph Eastland, resigned. 

Two vacancies have occurred in the Board of Trustees, one by the 
decease of R. W. Carter, the other by the resignation of George W. 

Owen. 

In pursuance of the resolution of last session, I have contracted for 
a Map of the State, to be taken from the Surveys, in the Surveyor- 
General's office and other correct sources which I am advised is 
nearly ready and will be furnished within a few days 

I have now brought to your view, the several matters, which I 
deemed worthy of Legislative notice. I may have made many inad¬ 
vertent omissions, as well as errors of judgment. But, I have the 
satisfaction to consider that, they are to pass in review before a co¬ 
ordinate department of the government; representing the wisdom of 
the State, as well as equally emanating from the general will of our 
constituents and competent to the correction of all defects that may 
exist. As joint laborers in the same vineyard, our duties tend to the 
same points, and require for their consistent, and regular discharge, 
a harmony of feeling and understanding. This will much alleviate 
the arduous labors confided to us. 

The path of public, as well as private life, is sufficiently chequered 
with adversity, from causes which providence has placed above our 
reach. To render our progress the more pleasant, will, I sincerely and 
cordially hope, be the mutual endeavor of all concerned in the duties 
of the present session; and that our united exertions, may be promo¬ 
tive of the greatest general good, and give the best direction to the 
rising destinies of our infant political community. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That two hundred copies of 
the Governor's Message be printed for the use of the Senate ; and 
that the same be committed to a committee of the whole, and made 
the order of the day for Friday next. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten 
o'clock. Thursday, November 20. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

I n pursuance of an order of the Senate, Mr. President reported the 
following standing committees, to wit: 

A Committee on Accounts- To consist of Messrs. Powell, M'Camy 
and Sullivan. 

A Committee on Privileges and Elections- To consist of Messrs. 
M'Vay, Devereux and Wood. 

A Committee on Claims- To consist of Messrs. Crabb, Coats and 
Smith. 

A Committee on Propositions and Grievances- To consist of Messrs. 
Bibb, Metcalf and Moore. 

A Committee on Enrolled Bills- To consist of Messrs. Moore, Ca¬ 
sey and Murphy. 

C 
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A Committee on Inland Navigation- To consist of Messrs. Shackle¬ 
ford, Armstrong and Powell. 

A Judiciary Committee-To consist of Messrs. Hopkins, Murphy, 
and Bibb. 

A Military Committee- To consist of Messrs. Armstrong, Wood 
and Crabb. 

A Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries- To consist of Messrs. 
Casey, M'Vay and Coats. 

A Committee on Schools and Colleges, and School and College Lands 
- To consist of Messrs. Murphy, Shackleford and Hopkins. 

A Committee on County Boundaries- To consist of Messrs. Wood, 
Conner and Smith. 

A Committee on Divorce and Alimony- To consist of Messrs. Sul- 
ivan, Metcalf and Conner. 

A Committee on the Unfinished Business of last Session- To consist 
of Messrs. Devereux, Powell and Moore. 

Mr. Conner presented the petition of Thomas C. J ones, which 
was together with the accompanying documents, referred to the com¬ 
mittee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Powell presented the petition of the executors of John Moore, 
deceased, praying the passage of a law authorizing them to sell cer¬ 
tain real estate ; which was read and referred to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Powell, Coats and Armstrong. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution, which was adopted: — 
"Whereas, by an act of the Legislature, the circuit courts of many 
of the counties of this state are allowed to sit two weeks ; and where¬ 
as many inconveniences arise to jurors , by being detained so long 
from their business and home : Resolved, That the judiciary commit¬ 
tee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the law, 
as that no jury shall be compelled to serve more than one week at 
any term of the court; and that they report by bill or otherwise." 

Mr. M'Camy offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the 
judiciary committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reducing the fees of justices of the peace and constables, and report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Bibb moved to amend said resolution, by striking out all after 
the word "Resolved,” and inserting in lieu thereof the following: — 

"that a committee be appointed to draw up and report a more cor¬ 
rect system of law for the government of justices of the peace and 
constables"— which was carried. The resolution , as amended, was 
then adopted : whereupon, Messrs. Bibb, M'Camy and Powell, were 
appointed said committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, 

to inform your honorable body that they have adopted the following 
resolution : Resolved, That a committee of five members be appoint¬ 
ed on the part of this House, to act with such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to inquire into the expediency 
of so altering the Constitution of the state of Alabama, that the judges 
of the circuit and county courts be elected for the term of years, 

and that they report by bill or otherwise. I n which they desire your 
concurrence. 
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Mr. Conner moved that the Senate concur in said resolution — 
which was carried : whereupon Messrs. Murphy, Sullivan and M'Vay. 
were appointed a committee on the part of the Senate. Ordered, 

That the House be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Resolved, That there be a select commit¬ 
tee appointed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing , by law, 
justices of the peace, with the aid of a jury, to try cases of assault 
and battery- with leave to report by bill or otherwise : whereupon 
Messrs. Wood, Casey and Hopkins, were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved, That the comptroller of 
public accounts cause to be laid before this House, a consolidated re¬ 
turn of the respective objects of taxation embraced in the revenue 
bill for the present year, together with a return of the amount derived 
from each object in the several counties in this state. 

Mr. Crabb presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Morgan 
county, praying the establishment of a public ferry across Tennessee 
River: which was read, and referred to the committee on roads, 
bridges and ferries. 

On motion of Mr. M'Camy, Resolved, That the military committee 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of passing a law, exempt¬ 
ing non commissioned officers from attending drill musters, and report 
by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, That his Excellency the Gov- 
vernor be requested to lay before this House such documents as may 
be in his possession relative to the printing and binding the Digest of 
the laws of this state. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten 
o'clock. 

Friday, November 21. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the committee on divorce and alimony, to whom 
was referred a decree of the circuit court of Tuskaloosa county, ex¬ 
ercising chancery jurisdiction, reported a bill to be entitled an act 
to divorce William Bryant from his wife Rhodecy Bryant; which was 
read the first time and ordered to be made the order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
more effectually to ensure the testimony of absent witnesses, by in¬ 
terrogatories ; which was read the first time and ordered to be made 
the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

The Senate , according to order, resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole, on the Governor's Message , Mr. Bibb in the chair; and 
after some time spent therein, the committee rose, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Bibb reported, that the committee of the 
whole had had his Excellency the Governor's messages, and the sub¬ 
ject therein contained , under consideration, and beg leave to propose 
the adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
the State University, with all incidental questions relating to its or¬ 
ganization, its funds, and its location, be referred to the committee 
on schools and colleges and school and college lands. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
our circulating medium, the establishment of a State Bank, 
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referred to a select committee : whereupon, Messrs. Shackleford, 

Murphy and Hopkins, were appointed. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
the Huntsville Bank, circuit courts, and to taking the census, be re¬ 
ferred to the judiciary committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
the mode of electing electors of President and Vice-President of the 
United States, be referred to the committee already appointed on 
that subject. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
the judiciary department, and the defects therein, be referred to the 
judiciary committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to a 
general law of incorporation , be referred to the judiciary committee. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's Message as relates to the 
three per cent, fund for internal improvement, be referred to the 
committee on inland navigation. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
roads, be referred to the committee on that subject. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
the arsenal, the preservation of the public arms, and the duties of the 
officer designated to that department, be referred to the military 
committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
the introduction of slaves into the state, for the purpose of traffic, be 
referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
slaves illegally imported, be referred to a select committee : where¬ 
upon, Messrs. Casey, Wood and M'Vay, were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

All of which were severally read and adopted. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honorable body that they have adopted the following 
resolution : "Resolved, That the Senate be informed that on Satur¬ 
day next, at 11 o'clock, they will be ready to receive the Senate, 
and proceed to count the votes for Governor. 

A communication in writing was received from the Governor, by 
J. J. Pleasants, Esq. Secretary of State, which was read and is as 
follows: Executive Department, November 21st, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate- I herewith lay before you, in compli¬ 
ance with the resolution of the Senate, the documents in possession 
of the Executive, relating to the printing and binding the Digest.— 

These consist of the proposals received from all the applicants for 
the execution of the work ; - the bond of Edwin Curtis, whose pro¬ 
posal was accepted, the condition of which fully expressed the stipu¬ 
lation, and the advance made ; - the communications from J udge 
Toulmin, with his final declining of the superintendence in New 
York ;-- and the copy of my letter of appointment and instruction to 
the Attorney General, with his report of the execution of the duty as¬ 
signed him. (Signed.) ISRAEL PICKENS 

Ordered, That said communication, together with the accompany¬ 
ing documents lie on the table. 
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Mr. Wood obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act to alter an election precinct in J efferson county which was 
read the first time, and ordered to be made the order of the day for 
a second reading on to morrow. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act to regulate and reduce the expenses of the General Assembly 
which was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved, That a committee be ap¬ 
pointed to examine and make report of the situation of the State Ar¬ 
senal and the Public Arms contained therein ; and that the House of 
Representatives be requested to appoint a committee to act in con¬ 
junction with said committee. Whereupon, Messrs. Shackleford, 
Armstrong and Crabb, were appointed a committee on the part of the 
Senate. 

Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of Representatives 
thereof, and desire their concurrence. And then the Senate adjourn¬ 
ed till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, November 22. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Ordered, That Messrs. Crabb and Powell 
be added to the committee on county boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by law, sheriffs 
from executing civil process issued by a justice of the peace where the 
matter in controversy does not exceed fifty dollars, and of reducing 
the fees of clerks, sheriffs, justices of the peace, and constables. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a resolution for the relief of 
William Peacock, which was read the first time and ordered to be 
read a second time on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of repealing the law 
creating county courts, for the purpose of substituting in lieu thereof, 
a judge of ordinary for each county, and a Board of Commis¬ 
sioners of roads, bridges, and revenue, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Coats, Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of passing a law, to de¬ 
cide contested elections of justices of the peace and constables, and 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Resolved, That the military committee 
be instructed to enquire into the propriety of making an appropria¬ 
tion for the purpose of purchasing one or more field pieces, for the 
Tuskaloosa Volunteer Artillery Company, commanded by Captain 
Burwell Traywick. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Resolved, That the committee on roads 
bridges, and ferries, be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
so amending the present road law, that the county courts in their 
discretion may lay out and have opened not exceeding main pub¬ 
lic roads in each county, and that the subordinate branches thereof 
and neighborhood roads laid out by order of the county courts, shall 
not be more than feet wide ; and also into the propriety of pro¬ 

viding by law another mode of having private ways laid out. 
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A bill to be entitled, an act to divorce William Bryant from his 
wife Rhodecy Bryant, was read the second time and ordered to be 
engrossed and made the order of the day, for a third reading on Mon¬ 
day next. 

A bill to be entitled, an act more effectually to ensure the testimony 
of absent witnesses, by interrogatories, was read the second time and 
ordered to be committed to the committee on the judiciary, to exa¬ 
mine and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled an act to alter an election precinct in J efferson 
county, was read a second time, amended and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate and reduce the expense of 
the General Assembly, was read the second time, and ordered to be 
committed to a special committee, to examine and report thereon.— 
Whereupon, Messrs. Powell, Hopkins and M'Vay, were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act to alter the time of holding courts in the first judicial circuit; 
which was read the first time and ordered to be read the second time 
on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Resolved, That the committee on roads 
bridges and ferries, be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
vesting in the county courts and commissioners of roads and reve¬ 
nue the same power over the state roads , as regards the building of 
bridges, as they are now vested with over county roads. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, That the committee on roads 
bridges &c. be instructed to enquire into the present system of the 
law governing that subject, and ascertain whether any better regula¬ 
tion can be devised ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Tunstall 

Mr. President:— I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body that they concur in the resolution of 
your honorable body appointing a committee of members, to 
act with such committee as may be appointed on the part of this 
House, to examine and make a report of the situation of the state 
arsenal and the public arms contained therein ; and have appointed, 
on their part, Messrs. Jones, Fleming and Sims. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Ordered, That Mr. Metcalf be added to 
the committee on county boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Coats, the following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, That the military committee be instructed to enquire into 
the expediency of so amending the militia law, as to prevent courts 
martial from assessing fines on delinquents, without previous notice 
being given them of the time of holding such courts martial. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President— I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body, that they have adopted the following 
resolution, Resolved, That the Senate be informed that this House is 
now ready to receive them, for the purpose of counting out the votes 
for Governor, and that the west end of the Representative Hall be 
assigned for their reception. Whereupon, the members of the 
Senate repaired to the representative chamber and having taken 
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their seats Mr. Speaker proceeded to open and publish the returns 
from the several counties from which returns had been received, 
which having been done, Mr. Speaker declared, Israel Pickens, Esq. 
to have six thousand nine hundred and forty-two votes, and Henry 
Chambers, Esq. to have four thousand six hundred and four votes. 

Israel Pickens, Esq. having a majority, Mr. Speaker arose and an¬ 
nounced , that Israel Pickens was duly and constitutionally elected 
Governor of the state of Alabama, for the ensuing two years ; and 
then the Senate withdrew, and retired to their own chamber, and Mr. 
President resumed the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
on the part of the Senate, to act with such committee , as may be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of the House of Representatives, to wait on the 
Governor and inform him that he has been duly elected Governor of 
the state of Alabama, for the ensuing two years, and enquire when it 
will suit the convenience of his Excellency to take the oath of office. 
Whereupon, Messrs. Casey and M'Vay were appointed a committee 
on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
declaring Cotaco, in Morgan county, a public highway, which was 
read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Monday 
next. 

A message form the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President:— I am instructed, by the House of Representatives, 
to inform your honorable body, that they concur in the resolution of 
your honorable body, appointing a committee on the part of the Se¬ 
nate, to act with such committee as may be appointed on the part of 
this House, to wait on his Excellency the Governor, and inform him, 
that he has been duly and constitutionally elected Governor of the 
state of Alabama, for the ensuing two years, and enquire where it 
will suit the convenience of his Excellency, to take the oath of office 
They have appointed, on their part, Messrs. Martin, Fluker and 
Weissinger. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave to introduce a resolution, requiring the 
secretary of state to furnish the solicitor of each judicial circuit with 
the names of the sheriffs who have failed to make returns of the elec¬ 
tion for Governor, which was read the first time and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Casey, from the joint committee, appointed to wait on the 
Governor and notify him of his election to the office of Governor, and 
enquire when it would suit his convenience to take the oath of office : 
Reported, that the committee had performed that duty, and received 
for answer from the Governor, that he would be ready to take the 
oath of office, on Monday next, at the hour of 11 o'clock, A. M. in 
the representative chamber. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, Resolved, That the military committee 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of so altering the law, as 
that the captains shall not be compelled to hold courts martial until 
all delinquents, shall have due notice of all charges that may be exhi¬ 
bited against them. And then the Senate adjourned till Monday 
morning at 10 o'clock. 
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Monday, November 24. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
to amend an act entitled an act, to establish a public road from the 
house of John Gandie, in Morgan county, to Baltimore, in Blount 
county, passed Dec. 23, 1822, which was read the first time and or¬ 
dered to be read the second time on Monday next. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
to provide for taking the census, which was read the first time and or¬ 
dered to be read a second time on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to alter the time of holding courts in the 
first judicial circuit, was read the second time and ordered to be re¬ 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary, to examine and report 
thereon. 

A bill to be entitled, an act declaring Cotaco, in Morgan county a 
public highway, was read the second time, amended, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A resolution for the relief of William Peacock, was read the second 
time and ordered to be referred to a special committee, to examine 
and report thereon : Whereupon, Messrs. Casey, Murphy and Bibb 
were appointed said committee. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled an act, to divorce William Bryant 
from his wife Rhodecy Bryant, was read the third time and rejected. 

Yeas 6. Nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, are: 

Mr. Conner, Crabb, M'Camy, Devereux, Powell, 

Sullivan- 6. 

Those who voted in the negative, are: 

Mr. Armstrong, Bibb, Coats, Casey, Hopkins, 

Metcalf, Murphy, President, Shackleford Smith 

M'Vay Wood-12. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act, to repeal the acts of the General Assembly heretofore passed 
authorizing the circuit courts of this state to decree divorces ; which 
was read the first time and ordered to be made the order of the day 
for a second reading on Wednesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Devereux, Resolved, That the Senate and House 
of Representatives convene in the chamber of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, at 3 o'clock, P. M. on Wednesday next, for the purpose 
of electing two trustees of the State University, to fill the vacancies 
occasioned by the death of Robert W. Carter, and the resignation of 
G. W. Owen. 

Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of Representatives 
thereof, and desire their concurrence. 

Mr. Smith called up the resolution requiring the secretary of 
state, to furnish the solicitor of each judicial circuit, with the names 
of the sheriffs who have failed to make returns of the election for 
Governor. The resolution was read the second time, and ordered to 
be committed to a special committee, to examine and report thereon 
Whereupon, Messrs. Smith, Casey and Metcalf, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
restricting the recovery of claims against the counties respectively in 
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certain cases, which was read the first time, and ordered to be made 
the order of the day, for a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Resolved, That a committee be appoint¬ 
ed on the part of the Senate, to join such committee as may be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of the House of Representatives to wait on his 
Excellency Israel Pickens, and inform him, that the two Houses have 
met, and are ready to receive him, for the purpose of administering 
the oath of office : whereupon, Messrs. Crabb and Conner were ap¬ 
pointed a committee on the part of the Senate. Ordered, That the 
secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof, and desire 
their concurrence. 

On motion of Wood, Resolved, That a special committee be ap¬ 
pointed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the laws of this 
state respecting appeals ; subjecting the appellant to pay fifteen per 
cent, damages ; also the law taxing suits at law with two and a half 

per cent.-with leave to report by bill or otherwise : Whereupon, 

Messrs. Wood, Sullivan and Murphy, were appointed. 

A message from the House of Representatives , by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk : Mr. President -- I am instructed by the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, to inform your honorable body, that they have adopted 
the following resolution : Resolved, That a joint committee be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of this House, to act with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on his Excellency 
Israel Pickens, and inform him that both Houses are ready to re¬ 
ceive him, for the purpose of his installation. They have appointed 
on their part, Messrs. Pickett, Tindall and Manly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Senate concur in said resolution: 
Whereupon, Messrs. Crabb and Conner were appointed a commit¬ 
tee on the part of the Senate. Ordered, that the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives be informed thereof. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives , by 
Mr. Dodson, their clerk, informing the Senate, that they were ready 
to receive them for the purpose of installing his Excellency : Where¬ 
upon the members of the Senate repaired to the hall of the House 
of Representatives, and having taken their seats, his Excellency Is¬ 
rael Pickens appeared ; and Mr. Speaker administered to him the 
oath prescribed by the constitution of the state, and also by an act, 
entitled "An act supplementary to an act, entitled an act to sup¬ 
press duelling," passed on the 17th December, 1819. After which 
his Excellency the Governor arose, and delivered an appropriate 
address to both Houses. And then the Senate withdrew, and reti¬ 
red to their own Chamber, and Mr. President resumed the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Resolved, That a committee of two 
members be appointed to wait on the Governor and request a copy 
of his inaugural address, for the purpose of having it spread upon the 
journal of this House : Whereupon, Messrs. Powell and Casey were 
appointed a committee. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, November 25. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
whom was referred so much of the Governor's Message as relates 
D 
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to the introduction of slaves into this state for the purpose of traffic 
reported a bill, to be entitled, an act to lay a tax on slaves introdu¬ 
ced into this state for the purpose of sale or traffic ; which was read 
the first time. Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day 
for a second reading on to morrow. 

Mr. Bibb, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Thomas C. Jones, reported a bill , to be entitled an act 
for the relief of Thomas C. J ones ; which was read the first time 
and ordered to be read the second time on tomorrow: 

Mr. Casey, from the select committee to whom was referred the 
resolution for the relief of William Peacock, reported a resolution 
extending the time of payment for lots in the town of Cahawba; 
which was read the first time, and ordered to be read the second 
time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
to alter and amend an act, entitled "An act to revise, consolidate 
and amend the several acts relative to the militia of this state,” 
passed at Cahawba on the 31st December, 1822: which was read, 
and ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, Resolved, That the military committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of compelling by law, 
militia officers to live within the bounds of their respective com¬ 
mands. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
pointing out the mode of selecting grand jurors ; which was read the 
first time, and ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act, entitled "An act to 
establish a public road from the house of John Gandie in Morgan 
county, to Baltimore in Blount county," passed December 23, 1822;" 
was read the second time , and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. M'Camy offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the propri¬ 
ety of repealing a law now in force, requiring a declaration to be 
filed on notes of hand or bonds in any of the courts of justice in this 
state, unless the plaintiff chooses to do so; but that the note or bond 
shall stand as a declaration for itself— with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise : Whereupon, Messrs. M'Camy, Powell and M'Vay, were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr. Powell, from the committee appointed to wait on the Gov¬ 
ernor, and request a copy of his inaugural address, for the purpose 
of having it spread upon the journal, reported that the committee 
had performed that duty and that his Excellency had furnished a 
copy- which is as follows: 

Fellow-Citizens- I n renewing my obligation of fidelity to the trust again 
so indulgently confided to me by my fellow citizens, it would be unjust 
to my feelings to omit this occasion of expressing the gratefel sentiments 
that inspire me. So far as this liberal and repeated token of the public 
confidence is to be regarded as an estimation of past services, its value is 
enhanced : and the more so, when it is considered that this estimation 
was subjected to many counterbalancing impressions of local policy and 
interest. Impressions which, however honestly entertained, I have the 
confidence to believe will appear on a review to be erroneously applied. 

It has ever been my earnest wish, that in determining on those delicate 
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topics that have been viewed as grounds of sectional difference, the most 
liberal and harmonizing policy should pervade all portions of our enlight¬ 
ened population ; and that a spirit of tolerance should attempter those va¬ 
riances of political sentiment which to some extent exist and which seem 
almost inseparable from free government itself. 

These are the generous grounds on which we are to expect our public 
institutions to be so founded and conducted as to reflect either credit or 
usefulness on the state. On these grounds our public stations may be 
filed according to the fair criterion of merit calling into active co-ope¬ 
ration all the useful elements of which our community is composed, and 
thus producing the greatest possible momentum of political power and 
utility. 

In maintaining this elevated ground of state policy, I trust that nothing 
within the sphere of my official powers will be found wanting. All my 
recollections as connected with the history of the state, and all the influ¬ 
ences of which I am susceptible, tend in that direction. Having been a 
member, however humble, of that body which established Alabama as a 
territory, and also of that which formed the outlines of its government as 
a state ; having continued, moreover, to receive the unmerited kindness 
of this virtuous and intelligent people, my warmest sympathies as well as 
my highest prosperity of our rising commonwealth. It will ever be the 
subject of my highest admiration to see it emulating even the proudest of 
its sister republics, in the purity and reputation of its civil and literary 
institutions. 

As respects any incentives of popular favor, I am too sensible of the 
diversity of sentiment, and perhaps of interest too, attending the present 
difficult stage of our history, to entertain a hope so vain, as that general 
approbation will be consequent upon any course of public policy I can 
pursue : such a result, however gratifying , must await a more propitious 
era. 

This being the last period for which I am constitutionally eligible, and 
anticipating beyond it no further extension of my public life, the highest 
point to which my ambition can aspire is, that from which the retrospect 
will furnish a conscious pride of having faithfully and independently dis¬ 
charged my public duty. 

The salutary principle in our Constitution, ensuring in this instance a 
rotation in office, will soon afford to the people of the state the opportunity 
of substituting, in this station, more approved abilities. Whatever errors 
our public administration may present, under whatever changes it may 
pass, there will remain one consolatory reflection, that a preserving prin¬ 
ciple will ever be found in an enlightened public sentiment. And it is my 
firm hope, as it will be my lasting prayer, that this sentiment may continue 
to be illuminated by that divinity which has hitherto propitiated our des¬ 
tinies, perpetuating through the vicissitudes of future time the substantial 
happiness of our people, and the liberty and glory of our country. 

A bill , to be entitled an act to provide for taking the census, was 
read the second time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Smith, from the special committee , to whom was referred the 
resolution requiring the secretary of state to furnish the solicitor of 
each judicial circuit with the names of the sheriffs who have failed 
to make return of the election for Governor, reported a bill, to be 
entitled, an act prescribing the mode by which sheriffs who are de¬ 
linquent in making returns of the election for Governor shall be 
brought to justice ; which was read the first time, and ordered to be 
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A bill, to be entitled an act restricting the recovery of claims 
against the counties respectively in certain cases, was read the se¬ 
cond time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled an act declaring Cotaco, in Mor¬ 
gan county, a public highway, was read the third time and passed. 
Ordered, That the title of said bill be, an act, &c. - and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, Resolved, That the military committee 
be instructed to inquire whether any, and if any , what amendment is 
necessary to be made to the patrol law; with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to examine into the propriety of passing a law authori¬ 
zing sheriffs and coroners to leave correct copies of writs at the usual 
places of residence of defendants, in cases where bail is not required 
in certain cases, as sufficient service thereof, and report thereon. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee appointed on the part of the 
Senate, to act conjointly with the committee appointed on the part 
of the House of Representatives, to examine into the situation of the 
state arsenal and the public arms contained therein, reported than 
they had performed that duty ; that the arsenal is dry and in good 
order, and that there are eleven stand of arms in tolerably good or¬ 
der ; that there are twenty-two stand of arms very much damaged 
and injured by the rust. They recommend, that the quarter-mas¬ 
ter general be instructed to have them cleaned, and to repair such 
as can be rendered serviceable. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, November 26. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore, a senator from the county of Madison, appeared this 
day and took his seat. 

Mr. Bibb, from the special committee appointed to draft and re¬ 
port a more correct system of laws for the government of justices of 
the peace and constables, reported a bill, to be entitled an act to es¬ 
tablish regular justices courts in this state; which was read the first 
time and ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson 
their clerk: 

Mr. President — I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time, and 
passed a bill, originating in their body, of the following title, to wit: 

"An act for the relief of J ames Slaughter, tax collector of Limestone 
county for the year 1821;'' in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was refer¬ 
red the resolution directing an inquiry into the expediency of repeal¬ 
ing the law creating the county courts for the purpose of substituting 
in lieu thereof a judge of ordinary for each county, and a board of 
commissioners of roads, bridges, and revenue, made a report to the 
Senate, and also recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal the law creating county 
courts ; which was adopted. 
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Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred so much 
of the Governor's Message as relates to a general law of incorpora¬ 
tion. Reported, that it is inexpedient to enact a general law of incor¬ 
poration ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill, 
to be entitled an act more effectually to ensure the testimony of ab¬ 
sent witnesses by interrogatories, Reported, that it is inexpedient to 
pass said bill ; which report, together with the bill, was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled an act for the 
relief of J ames Slaughter, tax collector of Limestone county for the 
year 1821, was read the first time. On motion, the rule which re¬ 
quires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the second and third time forthwith and passed. 
Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Resolved, That the military committee 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of an altering the militia 
law, that the assistant adjutant generals of division be required to 
attend all the regimental musters in their respective divisions, once 
in each year, and perform the duties now required of assistant ad¬ 
jutant generals of brigades ; with leave to report by bill or other¬ 
wise. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode in which sheriffs, 
who are delinquents in making returns of the election for Governor, 
shall be brought to justice, was read the second time , amended 
and ordered to be referred to a special committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Sullivan, Powell and Smith, to examine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act pointing out the mode of selecting 
grand jurors, was read the second time, and ordered to be com¬ 
mitted to the committee on the judiciary, to examine and report 
thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Ordered, That Messrs. Wood and De- 
vereux be added to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to lay a tax on slaves introduced into 
this state for the purpose of sale or traffic was read the second 
time and ordered to be committed to a special committee to ex¬ 
amine and report thereon : Whereupon, Messrs. Murphy, Bibb and 
Metcalf were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Ordered, That Messrs. Moore and 
Powell be added to the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Ordered, That Mr. Shackleford be added 
to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Ordered, That Mr. Wood be ad¬ 
ded to the committee on inland navigation. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to alter and amend an act, entitled 
"An act to revise, consolidate and amend the several acts relative 
to the militia of this state," passed at Cahawba on the 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 1822, was read the second time, and ordered to be referred to 
the military committee to examine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to alter the time of holding the gen¬ 
eral elections in this state, was read the second time. 

Mr. Wood moved to amend said bill, by striking out the words 
"first Monday in J une,” and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"third Monday in J une;'' which was carried. 
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Ordered, That the bill be engrossed, and made the order of the 
day for a third reading to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas C. J ones 
was read the second time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time 
and passed a bill, originating in this House, entitled "An act re¬ 
funding to Benjamin Sherrod, taxes improperly paid in which they 
desire your concurrence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled an act refund¬ 
ing to Benjamin Sherrod, taxes improperly paid, was read the first 
time and ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to repeal the acts of the General As¬ 
sembly, heretofore passed authorizing the circuit courts of this state 
to decree divorces, was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. M'Vay, Murphy and Hopkins, to 
examine and report thereon. 

A resolution extending the time for payment of lots in the town of 
Cahawba, was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act restricting the recovery of 
claims against the counties respectively in certain cases, was read 
the third time , amended by way of rider, and on the question, "Shall 
this bill pass?" it was decided in the affirmative- Yeas 14, Nays 5. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, are: 

Mr. President Casey Crabb M'Camy Powell 

Armstrong Coats Devereux Moore, Sullivan- 14 

Bibb Conner Hopkins Murphy, 

Those who voted in the negative, are: 

Mr. Metcalf M'Vay Shackleford Smith Wood- 5. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill, be an act as aforesaid, and that 
the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concur¬ 
rence. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson : 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time and 
passed a bill originating in their body, entitled "An act respective 
bail in civil cases;” in which they desire your concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled 
"An act to establish a public road from the house of John Gandie 
in Morgan county, to Baltimore, in Blount county,” passed Decem¬ 
ber 23, 1822, was read the third time, and passed. Ordered, That 
the title of said bill be changed from a bill to that of an act, &c. and 
that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their con¬ 
currence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives , entitled an act respect¬ 
ing bail in civil cases was read the first time ; and ordered to be read 
the second time on to-morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned till to -morrow morning at 10 o' 

clock. 

Thursday, November 27. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
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Mr. Moore presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Madi¬ 
son county, praying the incorporation of a company to improve the 
navigation of Flint river; which was read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on Inland Navigation. 

Mr. Moore also presented the petition of the fire engine company 
of Huntsville, praying to be exempted from militia duty in time of 
peace ; which was read and referred to a special committee, con¬ 
sisting of Messrs. Moore, Casey and Crabb. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, 
to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Morgan 
county, praying the establishment of a ferry over the Tennessee ri¬ 
ver, at Robert Moores, reported that the prayer of the petitioners 
ought not to be granted, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Casey, from the same committee , to whom was referred a re¬ 
solution directing them to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the road law, so as to restrict the county courts to the number of 
roads to be laid out in each county ; also restricting the width of 
the road and granting private ways, reported, that it is inexpedient 
to act on the subject, which was concurred in. 

On motion, Ordered, That Messrs. Moore and Sullivan be added 
to the committee on schools and colleges and school and college 
lands. 

On motion, Ordered, That Messrs Casey and Moore be added to 
the committee appointed, on so much of the Governor's message as 
relates to the establishment of a State Bank. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Resolved, that the committee on in¬ 
land navigation, be instructed to inquire into the propriety of provid¬ 
ing by law for the improvement of the navigation of the Tombeck- 
be and Black Warrior Rivers ; and to make a report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to establish regular justice's courts, in 
this state ; was read the second time, and referred to the judiciary 
committee to examine and report thereon. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, entitled an act refund¬ 
ing to Benajmin Sherrod, taxes improperly paid ; was read the se¬ 
cond time, and ordered to be read the third time on to morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved, That a committee be 
appointed on the part of the Senate to act with such committee as 
may be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, to 
examine the documents in relation to the superintending the print¬ 
ing of the Digest and making the index for the same , whereupon, 
Messrs. Bibb, Hopkins and Sullivan were appointed a committee on 
the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the secretary, acquaint the House of Representa¬ 
tives therewith, and desire their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, Resolved, That a special committee be 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of compelling county sur¬ 
veyors to keep books of record of their proceedings, with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise ; whereupon, Messrs. Moore, Murphy and 
M'Camy were appointed. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, respecting bail in ci¬ 
vil cases, was read the second time and ordered to be committed to 
a committee of the whole and made the order of the day for Mon¬ 
day next. 
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An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act to alter the times of hold¬ 
ing the general election in the state, was read the third time, and on 
the question "shall this bill pass?” it was decided in the affirmative 
Yeas 15. Nays 4. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, are, 

Mr. President Casey Hopkins Murphy Smith 

Armstrong Coats Metcalf M'Vay Sullivan 

Bibb Devereux Moore Shackleford Wood— 15. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Conner Crabb M'Camy Powell- 4. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be changed from a bill, to that 
of an act &c. and that the same be sent to the House of Represen¬ 
tatives for their concurrence. 

Engrossed resolutions extending the time of payment for lots in 
the town of Cahawba, were read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent 
to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry citizens of Wilcox 
county ; which was read, and referred to the committee on roads 
bridges and ferries. 

Ordered, That Mr. Powell be added to the committee, on roads 
bridges and ferries. 

Mr. Coats obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
to repeal an act entitled an act, expressing the gratitude of the 
state of Alabama, for the services, rendered by Samuel Dale to the 
state, passed December 15, 1821 ; which was read the first time 
and ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 
an act to repeal in part, an act to establish a bank in the town of Mo¬ 
bile, passed on the 20th November 1818 ; which was read the first 
time and ordered to be read a second time on to-morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o' 

clock. 

Friday, November 28. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of Martin Hogan, a man of co¬ 
lour praying to be emancipated ; which was referred to a special 
committee , consisting of Messrs. Moore, Bibb and Metcalf. 

Mr. Powell presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Tus- 
kaloosa ; which was referred to the committee on roads, bridges and 
ferries. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson: 

Mr .President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to 
inform your honorable body, that they concur in the resolution of your 
honorable body, appointing a committee to act with such committee 
may be appointed by this House, to examine the documents in relation 
superintending the printing of the Digest, and making the index to the 
same. They have appointed on their part, Messrs. Oliver, Creagh, Moore 
of J ackson and Mardis. 

They have also adopted the following resolution, in which, they desire 
your concurrence Resolved, That the Senate and House of Represen¬ 
tatives, will assemble in the Representative Hall to-morrow at 11 o'clock 
for the purpose of electing an adjutant general. 
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Mr. Moore laid before the Senate the decree of the circuit court 
of Madison county, exercising chancery jurisdiction in the case of 
John Hamblin vs. Hannah Hamblin ; which was referred to the 
committee on divorce and alimony. 

Mr. Bibb from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Nancy Powell, praying for emancipation ; reported, that 
the evidence accompanying said petition, is not of sufficient validity 
to authorize the committee to grant the prayer of the petitioner; 
which was ordered to lie upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That the resolution from the 
House of Representatives proposing to go into the election of an 
adjutant general this day, at 11 o'clock be laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Resolved, That a committee be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of the Senate, to act with such committee as 
may be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives , in 
order to obtain the opinion of the General Assembly, whether it 
will be necessary for the General Assembly under the provisions of 
the constitution to elect solicitors who were appointed to fill vacan¬ 
cies at the last session, and whether the solicitors elected to fill vacan¬ 
cies shall hold their offices for the term of four years from the date 
of their elections respectively ; whereupon, Messrs. Sullivan, Hop¬ 
kins and Bibb, were appointed a committee on the part of the Sen¬ 
ate ; Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Represen¬ 
tatives therewith and desire their concurrence. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the 
military committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
abolishing the office of brigade major and of relieving the state from 
the expense of that office ; which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved, That the committee on 
inland navigation be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro¬ 
viding by law for the improvement of the navigation of the Coosa and 
Cahawba rivers. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
the city of Mobile, praying an alteration in the law compelling wit¬ 
nesses to attend courts at a remote distance from their residence ; 
which was read and ordered to lie upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, the above named petition and the bill 
to be entitled an act more effectually to obtain the testimony of ab¬ 
sent witnesses by interrogatories ; were taken up, and referred to a 
special committee consisting of Messrs. Armstrong, Murphy & Casey. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part, an act, entitled an 
act to establish a bank in the town of Mobile, passed 20th Novem¬ 
ber 1818 ; was read the second time and committed to a special 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Murphy, Armstrong and Moore, to 
examine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to repeal an act, entitled an act ex¬ 
pressing the gratitude of the state of Alabama for services rendered 
by Samuel Dale to this state, passed December the 15th, 1821, was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved, that the further consideration of said bill 
be indefinitely postponed, and on the question being put, it was de¬ 
cided in the negative. Yeas 9 Nays 10. 

E 
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats M'Camy M'Vay Wood- 10. 

Conner Metcalf Powell 

Crabb Moore Sullivan 

Ordered, That said bill be committed to a special committee con¬ 
sisting of Messrs. Sullivan, Moore and Wood, to examine and re¬ 
port thereon. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, entitled, an act re¬ 
funding the Benjamin Sherrod, taxes improperly paid, was read the 
third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Representa¬ 
tives therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Resolved, That a special committee be ap¬ 
pointed to examine the debts due to the state form the rent of the fer¬ 
ries and reserved lands adjoining the town of Cahawba ; and report 
a bill providing for the collection of the same ; whereupon, Messrs. 

Casey, Powell and M'Vay were appointed. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'¬ 
clock. 

Saturday, November 29. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wood, from the committee on county boundaries, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jefferson county 
praying the establishment of a new county, reported a bill to be en¬ 
titled an act to establish a new county therein named ; which was 
read the first time, and ordered to be read the second time on Mon¬ 
day next. 

Mr. Wood, from the special committee, to whom was referred a 
resolution &c. reported, a bill to be entitled an act for the more sure 
and speedy trial of persons charged with misdemeanors ; which was 
read the first time, and ordered to be read the second time on 
Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body , that they have read a third time 
and passed a bill, originating in their body entitled an act regulting 
the licensing physicians to practice , and for other purposes therein 
named : in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the committee on divorce and alimony, to 
whom was referred the proceedings of the circuit court of Madison 
county, exercising chancery jurisdiction in the case of John Ham¬ 
blin vs. Hannah Hamblin, reported that the testimony is not suffi¬ 
cient to confirm the decree of the court; which was concurred in. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson: 

Mr. President:— I am instructed by the House of Representa¬ 
tives to inform your honorable body, that they concur in the resolu¬ 
tion of your honorable body, in relation to the term of the office of 
solicitor of this state. They have appointed on their part, Messrs 
Gayle, Crenshaw, Moore of Jackson, Mardis and Oliver. 

Mr. Crabb, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of Matthew Harbeson, administrator of Samuel Harber- 
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son, dec'd reported a bill to be entitled an act authorizing Matthew 
Harbeson, adm'r of Samuel Harbeson, dec'd to make a conveyance 
of a certain tract of land therein named ; which was read the first 
time, and ordered to be read the second time on Monday next. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the special committee to whom was referred 
the bill, to be entitled an act to repeal an act expressing the grati- 
tiude of the state of Alabama for services rendered by Samuel Dale 
to this state, passed December the 15th, 1821, reported the same as 
amended ; which was concurred in. 

Ordered, That said bill be engrossed and made the order of the 
day for a third reading on Tuesday next. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act amendatory to an act entitled an act to provide for printing the 
laws and journals and for other purposes ; which was read the first 
time, and ordered to be read the second time on Monday next. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, entitled an act to reg¬ 
ulate the licensing physicians to practice, and for other purposes, 
was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That thirty copies of said bill be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

Mr. Casey laid before the Senate the account of William Boswell 
against the state ; which was referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Coats obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
supplementary to an act, entitled an act to authorize administrators 
to sell land belonging to the estate of their intestate to which a 
complete title has not been obtained ; which was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read the second time on Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Ordered, That Mr. Conner be added to 
the committee on Inland navigation. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, the bill, to be entitled an act to provide 
for taking census, was taken up, and ordered to be committed to a 
special committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, Murphy and M' 

Vay to examine and report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Resolved, That the state treasurer be 
required to inform the Senate what amount, if any, of the notes of 
banks not in the habit of redeeming their paper with specie, are in 
the treasury. 

And then the Senate adjourned till Monday morning at ten o'¬ 
clock. 

Monday, December 1. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body, that they have read a third time and passed 
bills which originated in their House of the following titles, to wit: 

"An act explanatory of the several acts now in force in this state to 
suppress duelling;" 

"An act to alter the name of, and legitimate a certain person therein 
named;” and 

"An act to provide for contesting the elections of justices of the peace 
and constables." I n all of which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed bills which originated in 
your honorable body, of the following titles, to wit: 

"An act to amend an act, entitled an act to establish a public road from 
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the house of John Gandie in Morgan county, to Baltimore of Morgan 
Springs in Blount county, passed December 23, 1822;" 

"An act restricting the recovery of claims against the counties respect¬ 
ively in certain cases.” And have amended the same by adding the fol¬ 
lowing proviso at the end of the first section: "Provided, That claims 
which may be now due by any county, shall not be barred until twelve 
months after the passage of this act;" in which amendment they desire 
your concurrence. 

"An act declaring Cotaco, in Morgan county, a public highway.” and 
amended the same by striking out of the first section the word "therein." 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word "herein” They have also amend¬ 
ed said bill by adding a section thereto : In which amendments they de¬ 
sire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed resolutions from your 
honorable body, extending the time of payments of lots in the town of Ca- 
hawba, and have amended the same by striking out the figure "4" in their 
third line of the second section where it occurs in the figures "1824" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the figure "5;" in which amendment they 
desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee , to whom was refer¬ 
red a resolution of the Senate, reported a bill, to be entitled an act 
to regulate escheats in this state, and to appoint escheators ; which 
was read, and ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of the Huntsville Fire Engine Company, reported a bill, to 
be entitled an act to amend an act entitled "An act to incorporate 
the Huntsville Fire Engine Company,” passed December 10, 1822; 
which was read, and ordered to be read the second time on to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee to whom was referred the 
petition in behalf of Martin Hogan, reported a bill, to be entitled an 
act for the relief of Martin Hogan ; which was read, and ordered to 
be read the second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, reported 
as correctly enrolled— 

An act for the relief of J ames Slaughter, tax collector of Lime¬ 
stone county in the year 1821 ; which was signed by Mr. President 

Mr. Powell, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, to be entitled an act to regulate and reduce the expenses of 
the General Assembly, reported the same without amendment.- 
Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-mor¬ 
row. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President - I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body, that they have adopted the following resolu¬ 
tion, in which they desire your concurrence : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Ala¬ 
bama, in General Assembly convened, That a joint committee be appoint¬ 
ed to consist of two members on the part of the Senate, and three mem¬ 
bers on the part of the House of Representatives, to examine into the 
state of the treasury and to report the condition of the same with author¬ 
ity to send for persons and papers ; and that the same committee be au¬ 
thorized to examine the books and accounts of the comptroller of public 
accounts and report the state and condition of the same, with like au- 
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thority to send for persons and papers. They have appointed on their 
part, Messrs. Jackson, Hallett and Lister. 

Ordered, That said resolution lie on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee to whom was refer¬ 
red the bill, to be entitled an act to establish regular justices' courts 
in this state, reported the same with sundry amendments ; which 
were severally read and concurred in. 

Ordered, That said bill be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives , by Mr. Dodson: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to 
inform your honorable body, that they have adopted the following reso¬ 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to convene in the Representa¬ 
tive Hall, on to morrow at 11 o'clock, for the purpose of electing a state 
printer. They have also read a third time, and passed bills originating 
in their House, of the following titles, to wit: 

"An act concerning writs of certiorariand 

"An act concerning constables;'' in all of which they desire your 
concurrence. 

Mr. President laid before the Senate a communication from J ohn 
C. Perry, Esq. state treasurer, which was read as follows: 

Treasurer's Office, December 1st, 1823. 

To the President of the Senate. 

SI R- In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 29th No¬ 
vember, "requiring the Treasurer to inform the Senate what amount, 
if any, of the notes of banks not in the habit of redeeming their pa¬ 
per with specie are in the Treasury," I have the honor to submit a 
statement of all such notes now in the Treasury, viz: 

Notes on the Planters' and Mechanics' Bank of Huntsville, 

to the amount of $1260 00 

Fayetteville Tennessee Bank 115 00 

Indema Manufacturing Company 10 00 

Nashville Bank (Tennessee) 2 00 

One note issued by John and W. Lucas (Milledgeville, Geo) 3 00 


Making the sum of $1390 00 

The paper of the Huntsville Bank was received under "an act to 
authorize the Treasurer of this State to receive a sum of money 
therein mentioned,” and "an act for the relief of the tax collector 
of Lawrence county for the year 1821," passed at the last session 
(pages 87 and 96)— the latter amount of $135 in Fayetteville and 
other notes , had been received into the Treasury anterior to my ap¬ 
pointment to office. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

JOHN C. PERRY. 

Ordered, That said communication lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That the Senate concur in 
the amendment made by the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled an act restricting the recovery of claims against the coun¬ 
ties respectively in certain cases. Ordered, That the House of Re¬ 
presentatives be informed thereof. On motion of Mr. Conner, Or¬ 
dered, That the Senate concur in the first amendment made by the 
House of Representatives, to the bill entitled an act declaring Cota- 
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On motion of Mr. Moore, Ordered, That said bill together with 
the amendment lie on the table. 

Mr. Powell offered to amend the amendment made by the House 
of Representatives to the resolutions extending the time of payment 
for lots in the town of Cahawba, by inserting after the figures "1825," 
the words, "by the payment of interest at the expiration of the time 
herein granted ;"which was adopted. The question was then put, 

"Will the Senate concur in the amendment as amended?" and de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That the resolution from the 
House of Representatives, proposing to go into the election of a 
state printer on to-morrow, at the hour of 11 o'clock, be laid upon 
the table. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled, 

"An act concerning writs of certiorari;" 

"An act concerning constables;” 

"An act explanatory of the several acts now in force in this state 
to suppress duelling;" 

"An act to provide for contesting the elections of justices of the 
peace and constables;" and 

"An act to alter the name of, and legitimate a certain person 
therein named:" were severally read the first time, and ordered to 
be read the second time on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to establish a certain county therein 
named, was read the second time, and committed to a special com¬ 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Bibb, Crabb, Wood and Powell, to ex¬ 
amine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act authorizing Matthew Harbeson, ad¬ 
ministrator of Samuel Harbeson, deceased, to make conveyance of a 
certain tract of land therein named, was read the second time , and 
committed to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Crabb 
Moore and Devereux. 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory to an act, entitled "An 
act to provide for printing the laws and journals , and for other pur¬ 
poses," passed December 25, 1822, was read the second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the more sure and speedy trial 
of persons charged with misdemeanors, was read the second time 
and committed to the judiciary committee, to examine and report 
thereon. 

The Senate, according to order, resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the bill, entitled an act respecting bail in civil cases. 

Mr. Casey in the chair; and after some time spent therein, the com¬ 
mittee rose. Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Casey re¬ 
ported the same as amended which was concurred in. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a third 
reading on to morrow. 

Ordered, That Mr. Moore be added to the committee on inland 
navigation. 

Mr. Casey obtained leave to introduce a resolution requiring the 
chairman of the committee on enrolled bills to preserve the engros¬ 
sed copies of all acts and resolutions, and file them with the Secreta- 
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ry of State ; which was read the first time and ordered to be read 
the second time on to-morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 2. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of Peter Wyatt, which was read 
and referred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, 

Smith, Wood, Metcalf and Murphy. 

Mr. Bibb from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
bill to be entitled an act to establish a county therein named, re¬ 
ported the same as amended, which was concurred in. Ordered, 

That the bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode in which sheriffs 
who are delinquents in making returns of the Governor's election 
shall be brought to justice , reported the same as amended, which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, to be entitled an act to provide for taking the census, reported 
the same as amended, which was concurred in. Ordered, That the 
bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Crabb, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
bill to be entitled an act to authorize Matthew Harbeson, adminis¬ 
trator of Samuel Harbeson, deceased, to make conveyance of a cer¬ 
tain tract of land therein named, reported the same as amended- 
which was concurred in. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, 
to inform your honorable body, that they concur in the amendment 
made by your honorable body to the amendment made by this House, 
to the resolution extending the time of payment of lots in the town 
of Cahawba. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Resolved, That the military committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law for the 
purpose of the Governor's furnishing brigadier generals throughout 
this state with blank commissions, and proper instructions to fill 
them up, when any vacancy occurs under their respective com¬ 
mands. 

Mr. M'Camy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act to provide for selecting a site for the seat of justice in Decatur 
county ; which was read, and ordered to be read the second time on 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of recommending a more 
effectual mode of compelling sheriffs to make and pay over moneys 
on executions. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing some mode 
by law, by which contested elections for Governor of this state shall 
be decided, and report by bill or otherwise. 
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Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act to compel defendants to bill of injunction, to give bond and se¬ 
curity before they shall have the benefit of their executions on their 
judgments at law ; which was read, and ordered to be read the se¬ 
cond time on to morrow. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the 
judiciary committee be instructed to prepare, and bring in a bill to 
repeal the charter of the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Hunts¬ 
ville, containing such provisions as they may think necessary to se¬ 
cure the rights of individuals to whom said bank may be indebted. 

Mr. Powell moved to amend said resolution, by adding at the end 
thereof the words "provided they should think proper;” which was 
carried. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the resolution as 
amended, and decided in the negative. 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act, entitled an 
act to authorize administrators to sell land belonging to the estate 
of their intestate, to which a complete title has not been obtained; 
was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to amend an act, entitled "An act to 
incorporate the Huntsville Fire Engine Company,” passed Decem¬ 
ber 10, 1822, was read the second time, amended, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled "An act to regulate escheats in this state 
and to appoint escheators,” and "An act for the relief of Martin 
Hogan.” were severally read the second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A resolution, requiring the chairman of the joint committee on 
enrolled bills to preserve the engrossed copies of all acts and joint 
resolutions, and file them with the Secretary of State, was read the 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, entitled an act to alter 
the name of and legitimate a certain person therein named, was read 
the second time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the special committee to whom was referred 
the bill to be entitled an act more effectually to ensure the testimony 
of absent witnesses by interrogatories, reported the same as amend¬ 
ed, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Smith moved to amend said bill by striking out the word 
"ten” where it provides that the party shall give ten days' notice of 
the time and place of taking testimony and insert in lieu thereof 
"thirty," which was carried. Ordered, That the bill be engrossed 
for a third reading on Thursday next. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, entitled "An act con¬ 
cerning writs of certiorari," and "An act to provide for contesting 
the election of justices of the peace and constables," were several¬ 
ly read the second time and ordered to be read the third time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled an act concerning constables, was read the 
second time and referred to the committee on the judiciary to ex¬ 
amine and report thereon. 
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A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, 
to inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time and 
passed bills, originating in their body, of the following titles, to wit: 

"An act to legalize registering and recording certain deeds or 
conveyances of land in this state, and for other purposes;" 

"An act supplementary to the laws respecting garnishment;" 

"An act for the relief of Cynthia J ohnston;" 

"An act to provide for the emancipation of slaves ;" 

"An act to increase the compensation of jurors therein named, 
and for other purposes ;" in all of which they desire your concur¬ 
rence. All of which bills were severally read the first time, and or¬ 
dered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, entitled "An act ex¬ 
planatory of the several acts now in force in this state to suppress 
duelling." was read the second time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A bill, from the House of Representatives, entitled an act respect¬ 
ing bail in civil cases was read the third time as amended, and pass¬ 
ed. Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of Representa¬ 
tives thereof, and desire their concurrence in the amendment made 
thereto. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to establish regular justices' 
courts in this state, was read the third time. 

Mr. Powell offered an additional section as an amendment to said 
bill by way of rider; which was read three several times and adop¬ 
ted . The blanks being filled the question was then put, "shall this 
bill pass?" and decided in the affirmative, yeas 11, nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, are, 

Messrs. Bibb Devereux Metcalf Shackleford Sullivan 

Casey M'Camy Moore, Smith Wood- 11 

Conner 

Those who voted in the negative, are: 

Mr. President Coats Hopkins M'Vay 

Armstrong Crabb Murphy Powell- 8. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be "An act to establish regular 
justices courts in this state :" and that the same be sent to the House 
of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Resolved, That a special committee be ap¬ 
pointed to examine into the propriety of passing a law to make void 
the charter of the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville ; and 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise : Whereupon Messrs. 

Wood, Murphy and Smith were appointed. 

Mr. Powell gave notice that he would on to-morrow, move to 
make it a rule of the Senate, that all resolutions introduced for its 
consideration, other than joint resolutions, and such as require the 
concurrence of the House of Representatives, shall lie on the table 
at least one day before they can be acted on. 

Mr. Murphy , from the special committee to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act to repeal in part, and amend an act to establish 
a bank in the town of Mobile, passed on the 20th November, in the 
year 1818, reported the same as amended ; which was concurred in. 
Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 
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Mr. Murphy presented the petition of Matthew Bettis and J ane 
Gordon, administrator & administratix of the estate of Andrew Gor¬ 
don, deceased, praying to sell land belonging to said estate ; which 
was referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 3. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Coats presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Greene 
county concerning the sixteenth section in each township ; the pe¬ 
tition was read, and on his motion referred to the committee on 
schools and colleges and school and college lands. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred 
a resolution of the Senate, reported a bill, to be entitled an act pre¬ 
scribing the length of time jurors shall be required to serve ; the 
bill was read and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred the bill 
entitled "An act concerning constables:” Reported the same as 
amended ; which was concurred in. On motion of Mr. Powell 
Ordered, That the bill lie on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred a 
resolution instructing them to report a more effectual mode of com¬ 
pelling sheriffs to make and pay over monies on executions, Re¬ 
ported, that it is unnecessary to recommend any other mode than 
that which is established by law ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled "An act pointing out the mode of selecting grand 
jurors." Reported that it is inexpedient to pass the bill; which was 
concurred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled "An act for the more sure and speedy trial of 
persons charged with misdemeanors,” Reported that it is inexpedient 
to pass the bill ; which was on motion of Mr. Wood, ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk. 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives, concur in the 
amendment made by your honorable body to the bill, entitled an act 
respecting bail in civil cases. 

They have adopted the following resolution : Resolved, That a 
committee be appointed on the part of this House, to act with such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, to examine 
into the state of the treasury and to report the condition of the 
same with authority to send for persons and papers ; and that the 
same committee be authorized to examine the books and accounts 
of the comptroller of public accounts and to report the state and 
condition of the same ; with like authority to send for persons and 
papers. They have appointed on their part Messrs. Jackson, Hal- 
lett and Lister: in which resolution they desire the concurrence of 
your honorable body ; and then he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, Ordered, That the Senate concur in 
the above resolution : Whereupon, Messrs. Murphy and Moore 
were appointed a committee on the part of the Senate. Ordered, 

That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 
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Mr. Casey called up the bill, entitled "An act prescribing the 
mode in which sheriffs, who are delinquents in making returns of the 
election for Governor, shall be brought to justice ; and on his motion 
the bill was amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read¬ 
ing to morrow. 

Mr. Powell called up the bill, entitled "An act to alter the name 
of, and legitimate a certain person therein named ; the bill was then 
read the third time and passed Ordered, That the secretary inform 
the House of Representatives thereof. 

Mr. Wood called up the bill entitled "An act to alter an elec¬ 
tion precinct in Jefferson county ; and on his motion, Ordered, That 
the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Smith offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the 
Senate and House of Representatives meet in the Representative 
Hall at the hour of 3 o'clock P. M. on to morrow, for the purpose 
of electing a judge for the third judiciary circuit, and to elect an at¬ 
torney general for the state ; and a solicitor for the third, fourth and 
fifth judicial circuit; also an adjutant general and a quarter master 
general for this state. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That the resolution lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Wood submitted the following resolution : Resolved, That 
with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, the Senate 
will assemble in their chamber on to-morrow at the hour of three 
o'clock, P. M. for the purpose of electing an adjutant general and 
quarter master general of this state. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Ordered, That the further consi¬ 
deration of the resolution be postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to require into the expediency of providing by law 
more effectually for the payment of witnesses in state cases where 
the state fails to prosecute to effect, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of te day. 

A bill entitled an act to provide for electing a site for the 
seat of justice in Decatur county, was read the second time and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Friday next. 

A bill, entitled an act to compel defendants to bills of in¬ 
junction to give bond and security before they shall have the bene¬ 
fit of executions on their judgments at law, was read the second 
time ; and on motion, ordered to be committed to the committee on 
the judiciary, to consider and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled "An act for the relief of Cinthia J ohnson, 
was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act to provide for the emancipation of slaves, 
was read a second time and amended. 

Mr. Murphy moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
indefinitely postponed ; and on the question being put, it was deter¬ 
mined in the affirmative. 

A bill entitled an act concerning writs of certiorari, was read the 
second time. 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment to the bill: 

Sec. — "And be it further enacted, that the sum of two dollars, the 
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county tax on all appeals and certioraris, and the fifteen per cent 
on all appeals and certioraris, when the same are taken for delay 
be , and the same are hereby taken off; any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding:" which was rejected. 

On motion , Ordered, That the bill be committed to the committee 
on the judiciary, to consider and report thereon. 

A bill entitled, an act to provide for contesting the election of 
justices of the peace and constables, was read the second time : and 
on motion, Ordered, That the bill be referred to a special committee 
consisting of Messrs. Moore, Crabb and Metcalf, to consider and re¬ 
port thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act to legalize the registering or recording cer¬ 
tain deeds or conveyances of lands in this state, and for other pur¬ 
poses ; and an act supplementary to the law respecting garnishment, 
were read the second time ; and on motion, Ordered, That they 
referred to the committee on the judiciary to consider and report 
thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act to increase the compensation of jurors in the 
counties therein named and for other purposes, was read the second 
time; and on motion, Ordered, That it be referred to the special com¬ 
mittee to consider and report thereon: Whereupon, Messrs. M'Vay, 

Sullivan and Bibb were appointed. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act for the relief of Martin Hogan, 
was read the third time, amended by way of rider and passed. Or¬ 
dered, That the title be "An act for the relief of Martin Hogan:" 
and that the secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives in it. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to amend an act entitled an 
act to incorporate the Huntsville Fire Engine Company, passed 
December 10, 1822 ;" and a bill entitled an act supplementary to 
an act entitled an act to authorize administrators to sell lands be¬ 
longing to the estate of their intestate, to which a complete title has 
not been obtained, passed December 27, 1822, were severally read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the titles be changed from bills to acts, and that 
they be sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to regulate and reduce the 
expenses of the General Assembly," was read the third time. 

Mr. Shackleford moved to amend said bill by way of rider, with the 
following: "And be it further enacted, that the salary of the Go¬ 
vernor hereafter to be elected shall be dollars per annum. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to amend the amendment by the following: 

"The salary of the secretary of state dollars; the salary of 

the comptroller dollars; the salary of the treasurer dollars; 
which was rejected. 

The question was then put on the adoption of Mr. Shackleford's 
amendment and decided in the negative- yeas 6, nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive , are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Powell Shackleford- 6 

Conner 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. Armstrong Coats Metcalf M'Vay Sullivan 

Bibb Devereux Moore Smith Wood- 13. 



Casey Hopkins Murphy 
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So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Shackleford then moved that the further consideration of the 
bill be indefinitely postponed ; and on the question being put it was 
determined in the negative- yeas 8, nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affir¬ 
mative , are, 

Mr. Armstrong Coats Metcalf Shackleford Sullivan- 8. 

Bibb M'Camy Murphy 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Hopkins M'Vay Smith 

Casey Devereux Moore Powell Wood- 11. 

Conner 

Mr. Armstrong moved to fill the blank in the bill where it pro¬ 
vides for the per diem pay of the president of the Senate and spea¬ 
ker of the House of Representatives with "six dollars;" which was 
lost. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to fill the blank with "five dollars;” which was 
carried. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to fill the blank in the bill, where it provides for 
the per diem pay of the members of the General Assembly, with 
"three dollars;” which was lost. 

Mr. Casey moved to fill the blank with "two dollars eighty-seven 
and a half cents ;" and on the question being put, it was decided in 
the negative- yeas 7, nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive , are, 

Mr. President Conner Moore Powell Wood- 7. 

Casey Hopkins 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Devereux Metcalf M'Vay Smith 

Bibb M'Camy Murphy Shackleford Sullivan- 12. 

Coats Crabb 

Mr. Hopkins moved to fill the blank with "two dollars and 
fifty cents ;" and on the question being put, it was decided in the 
negative- yeas 7, nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, are, 

Mr. Conner Moore Powell Shackleford Wood- 7. 

Hopkins M'Vay 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Devereux Metcalf Smith 

Armstrong Coats M'Camy Murphy Sullivan- 12. 

Bibb Crabb 

On motion of Mr. M'Camy, Ordered, That the further considera¬ 
tion of the bill be postponed until the 25th day of December next. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives passed bills of the 
following titles, to wit: 

An act to establish the seat of justice in the county of Pike, and 
for other purposes; 

An act to vest in the judge of the county court and commissioners 
of roads and revenue of the county of Henry, a certain portion of 
land for county purposes; 



An act to alter and amend the existing laws concerning strays. 
An act to change the time of holding the county court in Bibb 
county; 
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An act to authorize the administrators of Thomas M'Henry, de¬ 
ceased, and Isaac Edwards, deceased, to convey certain real estate 
therein named; 

An act supplementary to an act allowing an additional number of 
jurors to Madison circuit court; 

Memorial to Congress praying a donation of land for the seat of 
justice for the counties of Bibb and Pike ; 

An act to appoint commissioners for the counties of Perry and 
Marengo, to sell and convey town lots at the towns of Marion and 
Linden, the seats of justice thereof, and to erect public buildings in 
the same; all which originated in this House : and in which they 
desire the concurrence of your honorable body. And then he with¬ 
drew. 

The said six bills and memorial were read. Ordered, That they 
severally pass to a second reading to morrow. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock , P. M. 

Evening Session. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the select committee, to whom was refer¬ 
red so much of the Governor's Message as relates to the establish¬ 
ment of a State Bank, reported a bill, entitled an act to establish the 
bank of the state of Alabama. The bill was read, and on his motion 
Ordered, That it lie on the table, and that one hundred copies there¬ 
of be printed for the use of the General Assembly. 

Mr. M'Camy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act concerning executions ; which was read. Ordered, That it pass 
a second reading on to-morrow. 

And on motion, the Senate adjourned till to morrow morning 10 
o'clock. 

Thursday, December 4. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Hopkins presented the petition of Rebecca Fletcher praying 
to be authorized to emancipate a certain negro : which was read, 
and ordered to be referred to a special committee, consisting of 
Messrs Hopkins, Moore and Bibb to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Smith presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Wil¬ 
cox county ; which was read and ordered to be referred to the com¬ 
mittee on roads, bridges and ferries to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was refer¬ 
red the bill entitled "an act to compel defendants to bills of in¬ 
junction to give bond and security before they shall have the benefit 
of executions on their judgments at law, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to morrow 

Mr. Hopkins from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled "an act concerning writs of certiorari, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Ordered, That the bill pass to a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill, entitled "an act supplementary to the law respecting garnish¬ 
ment," reported the same as amended ; which was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, Ordered, That the bill lie on the table 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee to whom was referred the 
bill entitled "an act to legalize registering and recording certain 
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deeds or conveyances of land, in this state, and for other purposes," 
reported the same as amended ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Sullivan offered an additional section as an amendment to 
said bill, which was adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill pass to a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
whom was referred the petition of Matthew Bettis and Jane Gordon, 
adm'r and adm'x of the estate of Andrew Gordon, dec'd praying to 
be authorized to sell real estate, reported, that inasmuch as the judges 
of the county courts have the power of granting the relief prayed 
for under certain restrictions, they deem it inexpedient to legislate 
on the subject. On motion of Mr. Murphy, Ordered, That the re¬ 
port and petition be on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred 
a resolution instructing them to enquire into the expediency of pro¬ 
viding more effectually for the payment of witnesses in state cases, 
where the state fails to prosecute to effect, reported : That it is in¬ 
expedient to pass any law in relation to the payment of witnesses in 
state cases in which the defendants are acquitted ; which was con¬ 
curred in. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "an 
act to amend the several acts for the settlement and relief of the 
poor; which was read and ordered to pass to a second reading on 
to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "an act establishing a certain county 
therein named, was read the third time, and amended by way of ri¬ 
der. Mr. Crabb moved to fill the blank in the bill where it provides 
for the name of the county, with the same of "Henderson;" which 
was lost. Mr. Wood moved to fill the blank with "I ndependence,” 
which was also lost. Mr. M'Vay moved to fill the blank with the 
name of "Walker," in honor of the Hon. J ohn W. Walker, deed, 
late a Senator in the Congress of the United States , from this state, 
which was determined in the affirmative. The remainder of the 
blanks were filled and the bill further amended by way of rider.— 

On Mr. Wood's motion, the question was then put, "shall this bill 
pass?" and decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the title be an act &c. and that the same be sent to 
the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to provide for printing the laws and journals, and for other purposes 
passed December 25th, 1822 ; was read the third time. 

Mr. Murphy moved to fill the blank in the bill where it makes an 
allowance to the public printer in lieu of the compensation now al¬ 
lowed by law with $2400 ; which was lost. 

Mr. Wood moved to fill the blank with $2050; which was also lost. 

Mr. Powell moved to fill the blank with $2000 ; which was car¬ 
ried. The bill was then passed. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be changed from a bill to that 
of an act &c. and that the same be sent to the House of Represen¬ 
tatives for their concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have passed 
bills, originating in their body, of the following titles, to wit: 
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An act to establish certain election precincts therein named, and 
for other purposes. 

An act to amend an act, entitled, an act for the government of 
the port and harbour of Mobile, passed 23d December 1822 ; and, 

An act to establish the permanent seat of justice in the county of 
Shelby : in all of which they desire your concurrence : and then he 
withdrew -- All three of which bills were read. Ordered, That the 
severally pass to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Evening Session. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to repeal so much of an act 
passed on the 15th day of December 1821, as allows Samuel Dale 
for life, the half pay of a colonel in the United States' Army, was 
read the third time. 

Mr .Shackleford offered the following as an amendment to the bill 
by way of rider: Provided however, That this law shall not be in 
force until the equitable claims of Col. Samuel Dale, for supplies 
furnished the troops whilst engaged in the service of the state shall 
be settled and adjusted ; and in the question being put, on the adop¬ 
tion of said amendment, it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 9. Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive are, 

Mr. President Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Shackleford, 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb Metcalf M'Vay Sullivan 

Conner M'Camy Moore Powell Wood- 10. 

The question was then put "shall the bill pass?” and decided in 
the affirmative. Yeas 10. Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the affir¬ 
mative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb Metcalf M'Vay Sullivan 

Conner M'Camy Moore Powell Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Shackleford 

Ordered, That the words "a bill to be entitled” be stricken out 
of the caption of the bill, and that it be sent to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to repeal in part, and amend 
an act to establish a bank in the town of Mobile, passed on the 20th 
Nov. 1818;" 

"An act authorizing Matthew Harbeson, admr. of Samuel Har- 
beson, deed, to make conveyances of a certain tract of land there¬ 
in named;'' 

"An act to provide for taking the census;” 

"An act to regulate escheats, in the state, and to appoint eschea- 
tors;” and a "Resolution requiring the chairman of the committee 
on enrolled bills to preserve the engrossed copies of all acts and joint 
resolutions, and file them with the secretary of state ;" were seve¬ 
rally read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the words "engrossed bill to be entitled ;" be 
stricken from the captions of said bills ; and that they be sent to 



the House of Representatives for concurrence. 
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A bill, entitled an act concerning executions, was read the second 
time , and ordered to be committed to a special committee consisting 
of Messrs. Moore, M'Vay and Conner, to consider and report there¬ 
on. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o' 
clock. Friday, December 5. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Wilcox county 
residing between Canton and Bogue Chitto Creek, Reported, that 
owing to the peculiar situation of the water courses in that section 
of the county, they deem it inexpedient at this time to alter to law 
now in force; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Casey from the same committee, to whom was referred th 
petition of sundry citizens of the towns of Tuskaloosa and Montgo¬ 
mery, and a resolution of the Senate, reported a bill, entitled an act 
pointing out the mode by which the streets in the towns of Tuska- 
loosa and Montgomery, shall be kept in good order; which was read 
and ordered to pass to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act to provide for contesting the elections of justices 
of the peace and constables, reported the same as amended ; which 
was concurred in. Ordered, That the bill pass to a third reading 
to-morrow. 

A bill entitled an act prescribing the length of time jurors shall be 
required to serve, was read the second time, amended on Mr. Flop- 
kins' motion and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act to appoint commissioners for the counties 
of Perry and Marengo to sell and convey town lots at the towns of 
Marion and Linden, the seats of justice thereof, and to erect public 
buildings in the same ; and an act to establish the seat of justice in 
the county of Pike and for other purposes were severally read the 
second time, and ordered to a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act to vest in the judge of the county court and 
commissioners of roads and revenue of Henry county a certain por¬ 
tion of land for county purposes was read the 2d time. Ordered, 

That it be committed to the committee on schools and colleges and 
school and college lands, to consider and report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act to alter and amend the law concerning 
strays, was read the second time, and committed to a special commit¬ 
tee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, Bibb and M'Vay to consider and 
report thereon. 

An act to authorize the administrators of Thomas M'Henry, de¬ 
ceased, and Isaac Edwards, deceased to convey certain real estate 
therein named ; and an act for the relief of Cynthia J ohnson, were 
severally read the second time and ordered to lie on the table. 

A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying a dona¬ 
tion of land for the seats of justice for the counties of Bibb and Pike 
was read the second time and committed to a special committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Shackleford, Bibb and Sullivan to consider and 
report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act supplementary to an act allowing an addi- 
G 
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tional number of jurors to the Madison circuit court, was read the 
second time and ordered to lie on the table. 

A bill entitled an act to change the time of holding the county 
courts in Bibb county, was read the second time. Mr. Powell of¬ 
fered an amendment to the bill fixing the time of holding the county 
court of Pickens county ; which was adopted. Ordered, That the 
bill pass to a third reading on to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act prescribing the mode in which 
sheriffs, who are delinquents in making return of the election for Go¬ 
vernor, shall be brought to justice, was read the third time, and 
amended by way of rider on Mr. Hopkins' motion. 

Mr. Powell offered the following as an amendment to the bill by 
way of rider: Provided however, that this act shall not have a retros¬ 
pective bearing ; which was rejected. 

The question was then put, "Shall the bill pass?" and decided in 
the affirmative. Ordered, That the words "engrossed bill entitled" 
be stricken out of the caption and that the bill be sent to the House 
of Representatives for concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act more effectually to obtain the 
testimony of absent witnesses by interrogatories, was read the third 
time and passed. Ordered, That the title be an act &c. and that the 
same be sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A bill entitled an act to establish certain election precincts there¬ 
in named, was read the second time. 

Mr. Wood offered an amendment to the bill providing for the es¬ 
tablishment of an election precinct at the house of Daniel M'Carns 
in J efferson county ; which was adopted. 

Mr. Devereux offered an amendment providing for the discon¬ 
tinuance of one, and the establishment of another election precinct 
in Conecuh county ; which was adopted. Ordered, That the bill lie 
on the table. 

A bill entitled an act to establish the permanent seat of justice in 
the county of Shelby ; and an act to amend an act for the govern¬ 
ment of the port and harbor of Mobile, passed 23d December 1822 
were severally read the second time, and ordered to a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled an act concern¬ 
ing writs of certiorari, was read the third time and passed. Ordered, 
That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to legalize registering and recording deeds 
or conveyances of land in this state, was read the third time, amend¬ 
ed by way of rider on Mr. Sullivan's motion and passed. Ordered, 

That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to amend the several acts for the settlement 
and relief of the poor, was read the second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to compel defendants to bills 
of injunction to give bond and security before they shall have the 
benefit of their judgments at law ; and 

An act to provided for selecting the site for the seat of justices in 
Decatur county, were severally read the third time and passed 

Ordered, That they be sent to the House of Representatives for 
concurrence. 
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An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to alter an election precinct 
in J efferson county, was read the third time ; and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Hopkins obtained leave to introduce a resolution respecting 
the further distribution of the laws of ths state; which was read 
and ordered to be read the second time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, the bill entitled "An act to es¬ 
tablish the Bank of the State of Alabama;'' was taken up, the bill 
was read; and on motion, ordered to be committed to a committee 
of the whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Casey called up the bill, entitled "An act to regulate the li¬ 
censing physicians to practise, and for other purposes;" the bill was 
read and ordered to be committed to a committee consisting of 
Messrs. Casey, Moore, Smith and Shackleford to consider and re¬ 
port thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, the report of the state treasurer, made 
in obedience to a resolution of the Senate was taken up; Ordered, 
That it be committed to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Crabb, Hopkins and Moore, to consider and report thereon. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Saturday, December 6. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled, "An act to alter and amend the existing law, con¬ 
cerning strays:" reported the same without amendment. Ordered, 
That the bill pass to third reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the special committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Rebecca Fletcher praying to be authorized to eman¬ 
cipate a slave; reported a bill, entitled "An act to authorize Re¬ 
becca Fletcher to emancipate a certain slave therein named ;" which 
was read, and ordered to pass to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. M'Vay, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled "An act to repeal the acts of the Genera Assem¬ 
bly heretofore passed authorizing the circuit courts to decree divor¬ 
ces;" reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Bibb moved, that the further consideration of the bill be in¬ 
definitely postponed; which was lost. 

Ordered, That it be recommitted to a special committee, consist¬ 
ing of Messrs. Armstrong, Casey and Moore, to consider and report 
thereon. 

Mr. Smith called up the bill, entitled "An act supplementary to 
the law respecting garnishment;" and offered an amendment to the 
same, which was rejected. 

Ordered, That the bill pass to a third reading on Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk" 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives concur in the a- 
mendments made by your honorable body to the bill, entitled an act 
to legalize the registering and recording certain deeds or conveyan¬ 
ces of land in this state, and for other purposes. 

They have adopted the following resolution in which they desire 
your concurrence: Resolved, That a committee be appointed, on 
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the part of this House, to act with such committee as may be appoint¬ 
ed on the part of the Senate to draw up and report a memorial, 
praying the congress of the United States to establish one of the 
present district courts of this state, as is now established in this 
state, in the northern part of Alabama. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in said resolution; 
and that Messrs. Hopkins, Moore and Murphy, be appointed a com¬ 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate, on 
passing the bill entitled "An act to amend an act for the govern¬ 
ment of the port and harbour of Mobile, passed 23d December 
1822 to a third reading, which was carried. The bill was amend¬ 
ed on his motion, by striking out the second section, and inserting 
one in lieu thereof; and ordered to a third reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, the bill entitled an act for the relief of 
Cynthia J ohnston, was taken up The question was then put, 

"shall this bill pass?” and decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, the bill entitled "An act to au¬ 
thorize the administrators of Thomas M'Henry, dec'd and Isaac Ed¬ 
wards, dec'd to convey certain real estate, was taken up ; and order¬ 
ed to a third reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, the bill entitled "An act declaring Co¬ 
taco in Morgan county a public highway, was taken up and a- 
mendments made by the House of Representatives thereto concur¬ 
red in. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled "An at to establish the permanent seat of justice 
in the county of Shelby;" 

"An act to appoint commissioners for the county of Perry and 
Marengo to sell and convey town lots at the town of Marion and 
Linden, the seats of justice thereof, and to erect public buildings in 
the same;” 

"An act to establish the seat of justice in the county of Pike, and 
for other purposes;" 

"An act to change the time of holding the of county courts in Bibb 
county;” and 

"An act to provide for contesting the elections of justices of the 
peace and constables ;" were severally read the third time and pass¬ 
ed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Representa¬ 
tives therewith. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk : 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a 
bill, entitled "An act the better to provide for the families of in¬ 
solvent debtors ;" which originated in their House, and in which 
they desire your concurrence. 

They have also passed a bill, originating in your honorable body 
entitled "An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to autho¬ 
rize administrators to sell land belonging to the estate of their intes¬ 
tate to which a complete title has not been obtained, passed De¬ 
cember 27, 1822. 
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The bill, entitled "An act the better to provide for the families of 
insolvent debtors;” was read and ordered to a second reading on 
Monday next. 

A bill, entitled "An act pointing out the mode by which the 
streets in the towns of Tuskaloosa and Montgomery shall be kept in 
good order,” and, a resolution respecting the further distribution of 
the laws of this state; were severally read the second time, and or¬ 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading on Tuesday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have passed 
bills, which originated in your honorable body, entitled "An act to 
amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville Fire En¬ 
gine Company, passed Dec. 10, 1822;” and have amended the 
same by striking out the last line thereof, the words "thirty- 
six,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word "fifty,” and by an addi¬ 
tional proviso - in which amendments they desire your concurrence; 
and, 

"An act for the relief of Martin Hogan.” 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to amend the several acts for 
the relief and settlement of the poor,” was read th third time and 
passed. Ordered, That the House be informed thereof. 

"An act prescribing the length of time jurors shall be required to 
serve;” was read a third time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendment 
made by th House to the bill, entitled an act to amend an at to in¬ 
corporate the Huntsville Fire Engine Company, passed December 
10, 1822, and that the House be informed thereof. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave to introduce a resolution fixing the time 
when appointments shall be made by the General Assembly; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading on Tuesday next. 

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, the Senate will on Tuesday next, at three o'clock, P.M. repair 
to the Representative Chamber, for the purpose of electing all the 
officers of this state whose officers are now vacated, and the filling of 
which devolves on the legislature; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till Monday morning at ten 
o'clock. 

Monday, December 8. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of Daniel Rather, jailer of 
Madison county; which was read, and ordered to be referred to the 
committee on propositions and grievances, to consider and report 
thereon. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act to regulate costs in the supreme court; and 

An act restricting officers from taking commissions on costs col¬ 
lected on executions ; which were read. 

Ordered, That the were severally pass to a second reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A bill, entitled to authorize Rebecca Fletcher to emanci- 
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pate a certain slave therein named, was read the second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled an act the better to provide for the families 
of insolvent debtors, was read the second time, and ordered to be 
referred to the committee on propositions and grievances, to consider 
and report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act to amend an act, entitled "An act for 
the government of the port and harbor of Mobile," passed of the 
23d December, 1822; 

An act supplementary to the law respecting garnishment; 

An act to alter and amend the existing laws concerning strays;- 
were severally read the third time and passed. Ordered, That the 
secretary acquaint the Hose of Representatives therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize the administrators of Thomas 
M'Henry, deceased, and Isaac Edwards, deceased, to convey cer¬ 
tain real estate therein named, was read the third time; and on the 
question being put, "Shall this bill pass?" it was decided in the 
negative. 

The Senate, according to order, resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the bill, entitled an act to establish the Bank of the 
State of Alabama, Mr. Bibb in the chair; and after some time spent 
in the consideration thereof, the committee rose, Mr. President re¬ 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Bibb reported the same with sundry amend¬ 
ments ; which were concurred in. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to the 8th rule of 
the 9th section of said bill: "nor shall any person who is a member 
of the General Assembly of this state, be eligible to any office in the said 
bank, or any branch thereof, until the expiration of five years, from 
and after the first day of J anuary next. And it shall not be lawful 
for the said bank, or any branch thereof, to discount to any person 
who may hereafter be elected a member of either branch of the 
General Assembly of this state, during the time for which such per¬ 
son may be elected, or discount any note to any other person, on 
which any person so elected to the General Assembly as aforesaid, 
may appear as a security or endorser during the term aforesaid." 

Mr. Powell moved to amend said amendment by striking out the 
words, "until after the expiration of five years from and after the 
first day of J anuary next;" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

"during the time for which he is elected ;" which was determined 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Casey moved further to amend said amendment, by striking 
out all after the words, "until the expiration of five years from and 
after the first day of J anuary next;" which was determined in the 
affirmative yeas 11, nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the af¬ 
firmative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Coats Crabb Metcalf Smith 

Bibb Conner M'Camy Shackleford Sullivan- 

Casey 

Those who voted in the negative, are: 

Mr. President Hopkins Murphy Powell Wood- 8 

Devereux Moore, M'Vay 

The question was the put on the adoption of Mr. M'Vay's amend¬ 
ment as amended, and decided in the affirmative. 
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Mr. Powell offered the following as an amendment to the 2d 
section of the bill: "Provided, That until after the year 1825, a 
greater sum than dollars shall not be appropriated in the 
erection of buildings for the purpose of carrying this act into ef¬ 
fect;'' which was adopted. 

Mr. wood offered the following amendment to the oath prescri¬ 
bed in the 12th rule of the 9th section of the bill : "And that I have 
no interest in any other bank or banks and on the question being 
put, on the adoption of said amendment, it was determined in the 
negative-- Yeas 9, nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the af¬ 
firmative are, 

Mr. President Crabb Hopkins M'Vay Wood— 9. 

Coats Devereux M'Camy Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Casey Metcalf Murphy Shackleford 

Bibb Conner Moore Powell Smith- 10. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk; 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives concur in the 
amendment made by your honorable body to the following bills, en¬ 
titled, respectively: 

An act supplementary to the law respecting garnishment; 

An act entitled an act to amend an act for the government of the 
port and harbor of Mobile, passed 23d December, 1822; 

An act to provide for contesting the elections of justices of the 
peace and constables ; 

An act to change the time of holding the county courts of Bibb 
county. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled. 

An act respecting bail in civil cases; 

An act refunding Benjamin Sherrod taxes improperly paid; 

An act concerning writs of certiorari; 

An act to alter the name of, and legitimate a certain person there¬ 
in named; and 

An act to legalize registering or recording certain deeds or con¬ 
veyances of lands in this state, and for other purposes: which were 
accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill, entitled an act 
to establish the Bank of the State of Alabama. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to amend the bill by striking out the words, 
"under the injunction of secrecy," in the sixteenth section; which 
was lost. 

Mr. Powell moved to amend the bill by striking out the following 
proviso in the sixteenth section thereof: "Provided, That this act 
shall not be construed to imply a right of inspecting the accounts of 
any private individual or individuals with the bank." 

Mr. President, having substituted Mr. Bibb in the chair, moved to 
amend the amendment by striking out all of the sixteenth section of 
the bill, which reads as follows : "And be it further enacted, That 
the comptroller shall be furnished as often as he may require, not 
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exceeding once a month, with statements of the amount of the capi¬ 
tal stock of the bank, and of the debts due to the same, of the moneys 
deposited therein, of the notes in circulation, and of the cash on hand; 
and he shall, under the injunction of secrecy, have the right to in¬ 
spect all not be construed and books of the bank : Provided, That this 
act shall not be construed to imply a right of inspecting the accounts 
of any private individual or individuals with the bank, and it shall 
be the duty of the said comptroller to make an annual report to the 
legislature on the subject of the bank ; and if in his opinion the trans¬ 
actions of the bank or any particular circumstance relating thereto, 
shall require it, he shall apply to the House for a select committee of 
three members to be appointed, who shall under a like injunction of 
secrecy, take into consideration any matters relating to the said bank, 
submitted to them by the comptroller, and report thereon at ther 
discretion to the legislature;" and on the question being put, it was 
determined in the negative- Yeas 5, nays 14. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the af¬ 
firmative, are, 

Mr. President Armstrong Bibb Hopkins Shackleford-5 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb Metcalf M'Vay Sullivan 

Coats Devereux Moore Powell Wood- 14. 

Conner M'Camy Murphy Smith 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Powell, and lost. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend the bill by striking out the words 
in the 21st section "by joint vote of both Houses of the General 
Assembly," where it provides that the bank shall be located by joint 
vote of both Houses of the General Assembly, and inset in lieu 
thereof the words "at the city of Mobile;" which was determined in 
the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a 
third reading on Wednesday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed bills 
which originated in their body, of the following titles : "An act to 
amend an act entitled an act to establish a public road from Ditto's 
Landing to Marston Mead's; 

An act authorizing the county court of Limestone county to make 
certain allowances therein named; in all of which they desire your 
concurrence. They have also passed bill, which originated in your 
honorable body, of the following titles, to wit: 

An act to repeal kin part and amend an act to establish a bank in 
the town of Mobile, passed 20th day of November 1818; 

An act authorizing Matthew Harbeson, administrator of Samuel 
Harbeson, deceased, to make conveyance of certain tract of land 
therein named; and 

A resolution requiring the chairman of the committee on enrolled 
bills, to preserve the engrossed copies of all acts and joint resolu¬ 
tions, and file them with the secretary of state. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, by the Senate, that with th concurrence of the House 
of Representatives, the Senate will on to-morrow at the hour of 3 
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o'clock, P.M. meet in the Representative Hall for the purpose of 
filling all vacancies, which may have occurred in the board of trus¬ 
tees; which was adopted. Ordered, That it be sent to the House 
of Representatives for concurrence. 

A message from the Governor byj. J. Pleasants, esquire, secre¬ 
tary of state: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

December 8, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives, 

I have received the resignation of Andrew M. Lusk, judge of the county 
court of Bibb county. A vacancy in the office of the judge of the county 
court of Perry county occasioned by the resignation of Charles J. Shack¬ 
leford, has been filled in the recess of the legislature, by the appointment 
of George C. King, whose term will expire at the end of your present 
session. 

I have also received the resignation of J ohn M'Kinley, one of the trus¬ 
tees of the University of Alabama. ISRAEL PI CKENS. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. Tuesday, December 9. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore presented the memorial of the trustees of Greene Aca¬ 
demy in Madison county; which was read and ordered to be refer¬ 
red to the committee on schools and colleges, and school and col¬ 
lege lands, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as 
correctly enrolled. 

An act restricting the recovery of claims against the counties res¬ 
pectively in certain cases. 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to establish a public road 
from the house of John Gandie, in Morgan county, to Baltimore or 
Morgan's Springs in Blount county, passed December 23, 1822; and 
resolutions extending the time of payment for lots in the town of 
Cahawba; all of which were signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Bibb, from the joint committee, to whom was referred a 
resolution of both Houses of the General Assembly instructing them 
to examine the documents in relation to the superintending the 
printing the Digest and making the I ndex for the same, reported that 
they have had the subject under consideration, and among the doc¬ 
uments submitted to the view of your committee they find a letter 
under date of the 15th of April last, by which Henry Hitchcock, 
esquire, of Cahawba was appointed to the performance of that duty, 
by his Excellency the Governor of this state. From a minute in¬ 
vestigation of the various circumstances in relation to the subject of 
said resolution, they are of opinion that fourteen hundred and twen¬ 
ty-five dollars will be a fair and reasonable allowance to Mr. Hitch¬ 
cock for his services in this regard ; and also reported a bill, to be 
entitled an act making appropriation to Henry Hitchcock; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading on to morrow. 

A message from the Governor byj. J. Pleasants, esquire, secretary of 
state: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

December 9, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, 

I have just received the resignation of Henry Hitchcock, esquire, as a 
trustee of the University of Alabama. I SRAEL PI CKENS. 
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Ordered, That the communication lie on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the special committee to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled an act to repeal the acts of the General Assembly 
heretofore passed, authorizing the circuit courts of this state to de¬ 
cree divorces, Reported the same as amended ; which was concur¬ 
red in. Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading on 
to morrow. 

Mr. Powell offered the following resolution: Resolved, That his 
Excellency the Governor be requested to communicate to the Senate 
what disposition has been made of the several Salt Springs, granted 
by the United States, to the state of Alabama, if leased, to whom 
and the probable amount of available funds, that will annually accrue 
from the same ; which was adopted. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson 
their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives concur in the 
resolution proposing to go into the election of trustees of the Univer¬ 
sity of Alabama, this evening at 3 o'clock. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorizing the county court of Limestone 
county, to make certain allowances therein named ; and 

An act to amend an act entitled an act established a public road 
from Ditto's Landings to Marston Mead's, were severally read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, That with the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives, the Senate will assembly in the 
Hall at three o'clock this evening for the purpose of electing a trus¬ 
tee of the University, in the place of Henry Hitchcock, esquire, this 
day resigned. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of 
Representatives therewith, and desire their concurrence. 

Mr. Wood called up the resolution heretofore offered by him, pro¬ 
posing, with the concurred of the House of Representatives, to go 
into the election, on Tuesday last, of all the officers of this state 
whose offices are vacated, and the filling of which devolves on the 
legislature; and moved to amend the same by striking out the word 
"on Tuesday next” and inserting in lieu thereof the words " on 
Friday next at 3 o'clock. P.M." which was carried. The question 
was then put on the adoption of the resolution as amended, and de¬ 
termined in the affirmative. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the 
House of Representatives therewith, and desire their concurrence. 

A bill entitled an act to regulate costs in criminal cases ; and 

An act restricting officers from taking commissioners on costs col¬ 
lected on executions, were severally read the second time, and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary, to consider the repeal 
thereon. 

A resolution fixing the time when appointments shall be made by 
the General Assembly, was read the second time, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act pointing out the manner by 
which the streets in the town of Montgomery and Tuskaloosa shall 
be kept in good order; 

An act to authorize Rebecca Fletcher to emancipate a certain 
slave therein named ; and a resolution respecting the further distri¬ 
bution of the laws of this state, were severally read the third time 
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and passed. Ordered, That they be sent to the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan the bill, entitled an act to establish 
certain election precincts therein named, and for other purposes ; 
was taken up. 

Mr. Sullivan offered an additional section as an amendment to the 
bill; which was adopted. 

Mr. Powell moved to strike out that part of the bill which pro¬ 
vides for the establishment of an election precinct at the house of 
George Sprewell on Magby's creek; which was carried. 

Mr. Powell also move to amend the bill by adding to the eight 
section the words "and one at Vanhoo's Store, which was carried. 

Mr. Sullivan moved to strike out the words "at the house of J ohn 
Gray" in the first section, and insert in lieu thereof, the words "at 
the town of Coosawda,” which was carried. 

Mr. Conner offered an additional section, as an amendment to the 
bill; which was adopted. Ordered, That it pass to a third reading 
on to morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representative, concur in the 
resolution of your honorable body, proposing to go into the election 
of all the officers of this state, whose offices are vacated, on Friday 
next at 3 o'clock. 

The also concur in the resolution of your honorable body, to go 
into the election of a trustee of the University, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Henry Hitchcock, esquire, this 
evening at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Wood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to repeal the charter of the Planter's and Merchants' Bank of Hunts¬ 
ville, which was read and ordered to pass a second reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 
an act allowing to the judge of the county court of Mobile county, 
a certain salary : which was read, and ordered to pass to a second 
reading on to morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have adopted the 
following resolution: Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 
this House is now ready to receive them in order to go into the elec¬ 
tion for trustees; and that the west end of the Hall be assigned for 
their reception: Whereupon the members of the Senate repaired to 
the Representative Hal, and after having taken the seats assigned 
them, 

Mr. President arose and declared the object of the meeting- 
when both Houses proceeded to the election of a trustee of the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama for the first judiciary circuit, to supply the vacan¬ 
cy occasioned by the resignation of George W. Owen, Doct. George 
Buchanan and A.P. Bagby, esquire, being in nomination. 
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The votes stood thus"- For George Buchanan 39. 

For A.P. Bagby 36. 

Those who voted for George Buchanan, are, 

Mr. Casey Reps Gayle Lanier Miller 

Coats Mr. Ashley Harvey M'Connico Pickett 
Metcalf Beck Hill, of T. Merriwether Salter 

Murphy Brown Hill, of Bibb, M'Vay Sims 

M'Vay Creagh Harrison Moore, of Mad. Shotwell 

Smith Dennis Harvey Moore, of Mar. Tindall 

Sullivan Fields King M'Laughlin Vining 

Wood Fluker Lister Manly Weissinger.- 

Those who voted for Mr. Bagby, are, 

Mr. President Moore Fitts Mardis Peyton 

Armstrong Powell Fleming Mead Perkins 

Bibb Shackleford Goodhue Martin Sargent 

Conner (Reps.) Hallett Oliver Skinner 

Crabb Mr. Speaker Jackson Phillips Smith 

Devereux Barclay Jones Philpott Whitaker 

Hopkins Crenshaw Moore, of J. Powell Young-36. 

M'Camy Dale 

George Buchanan having a majority, the speaker declared him 
duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a trstee in the 
second judicial circuit, to supply the vacancy occasioned by thee re¬ 
signation of Henry Hitchcock, esquire, 

Bolling Hall, alone being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hall, are, 

Mr. President Smith Fitts M'Connico Philpott 

Armstrong Sullivan Fluker Merriwether Powell 

Bibb Wood. Fleming M'Vay Peyton 

Coats (Reps) Gayle Moore of Mad. Pickett 

Conner Mr. Speaker Goodhue Moore of J. Perkins 

Crabb Ashley Hallett Moore of Mar. Sims 

Devereux Beck Harvey Mardis Shotwell 

Hopkins Brown Hill of T. Mead Sargent 

M'Camy, Barclay Hill of B. M'Laughlin Skinner 

Metcalf Crenshaw Harrison Manly Smith 

Moore, Creagh Haines Martin Vining 

Murphy Dale Jackson Miller Whitaker 

M'Vay Dennis Jones Oliver Weissinger 

Powell Fields Lister Phillips Young- 70. 

Shackleford 

(Scattering- Mr. Casey voted for Mr. Evans' Mr. Lanier voted for Mr. Pickens 
Mr. Hall having a majority, Mr. Speaker declared him duly 
elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect a trustee in the fourth judi¬ 
cial circuit, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
John M'Kinley, Esq. Arthur F. Hopkins and Hugh M'Vay being 
in nomination. 

The votes stood thus"- For Mr. Hopkins, 51. 

For Mr. M'Vay, 21. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hopkins, are, 

Mr. President (Reps) Goodhue Moore of J. Salter 

Armstrong Mr. Speaker Hallett Mardis Sims 
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Those who voted for Mr. M'Vay, are, 

Mr. Conner Wood. Fields King Manly 

M'Camy (Reps. Hill of B. M'Vay Powell 

Metcalf Mr. Beck Harrison Moore of Mad. Peyton 
Smith Brown Haines M'Laughlin Shotwell- 21. 

Sullivan Barclay 

Mr. Hopkins having a majority of the whole number, Mr. Speaker 
declared him duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to election a trustee in the sixth judicial 
circuit supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of Robert W. 

Carter; Samuel W. Oliver and Gen. Enoch Parsons being in nomi¬ 
nation. 

The votes stood thus:- For Mr. Oliver, 51. 

For Gen. Parsons, 22. 

Those who voted for Mr. Oliver, are, 

Mr. President (Reps.) Goodhue Mead Perkins 

Armstrong Mr. Speaker Hallett M'Laughin Salter 

Bibb Ashley Harvey Manley Shotwell 

Coats Barclay Harrison Martin Sargent 

Conner Creagh Jones Miller Skinner 

Devereux Dale King Phillips Smith 

Hopkins Dennis Merriwether Philpott Tindall 

M'Camy Fields Moore of J. Powell Whitaker 

Moore Fitts Moore of Mar. Peyton Weissinger 

Powell Fluker Mardis Pickett Young- 51. 

Shackleford. Fleming. 

Those who voted for gen. Parsons, are, 

Mr. Casey Smith Crenshaw Jackson M'Vay 

Crabb Sullivan Gayle Lister Moore of Mad. 

Metcalf Wood. Hill of T. Lanier Sims 

Murphy (Reps.) Hill of B. M'Connico Vining- 22. 

M'Vay Mr. Beck Haines 

Mr. Oliver having a majority of the whole number of votes, Mr. 

Speaker declared him to be duly elected. 

The elections having been gone through, the Senate withdrew 
and retired to their own chamber, and Mr. President resumed the 
chair. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 10. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb presented the petition of John Martin, late sheriff and 
jailer of Montgomery county ; which was read. 

Ordered, That the petition, together with the accompanying doc¬ 
uments, be referred to the committee on accounts, to consider and 
report thereon. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled ana ct the better to provide for 
the families of insolvent debtors, Reported, That it is inexpedient to 
pass a law embracing the provisions contained in said bill; which 
was disagreed to. 

Ordered, That the bill lie on the table. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
te bill, entitled an act to increase the compensation of jurors there- 



in named, reported the same as amended ; which was concurred in. 
Ordered, That the bill pass to a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bill, reported a cor¬ 
rectly enrolled: 
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"An act for the relief of Martin Hogan 

"An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to authorize ad¬ 
ministrators to sell land belonging to the estate of their intestate, to 
which a complete title has not been obtained, passed December 27, 

1822;'' 

"An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Hunts¬ 
ville Fire Engine Company, passed December 10, 1822;'' and 

"An act declaring Cotaco, in Morgan county, a public highway;'' 
which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the joint committee, to whom was referred the 
inquiry, whether it will be necessary for the General Assembly, un¬ 
der the provisions of the Constitution, to elect solicitors who were 
appointed to fill vacancies at the last session, and whether the sli- 
citors elected to fill vacancies shall hold their offices during four years 
from the date of their elections respectively. Reported, 

"That the election at the last session for solicitors, was authorized by 
the 15th section of the 4th article of the Constitution, which requires that 
vacancies that may happen in offices the appointment to which is vested 
in the General Assembly, shall be filled by the Governor, during the re¬ 
cess of the General Assembly, by granting commissioners, which shall ex¬ 
pire at the end of the next session. 

By this article it is evident that a vacancy in the office of solicitor can 
only be filled by the Governor till the end of the succeeding session, be¬ 
fore which an election by the General Assembly must take place. Your 
committee conceive the time for which a solicitor so elected shall serve, 
is clearly ascertained by the 18th section of the 5th article of the Consti¬ 
tution. It is expressly declared that solicitors, & c. elected by joint vote 
of the General Assembly, shall hold their offices for the term of four years. 
Your committee are therefore of opinion, that it is not necessary at the 
present session to elect solicitors who were elected at the last session, 
and that they are entitled to hold their offices for four years ;" which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Murphy, from the committee of both Houses, to whom was refer¬ 
red the resolution to inquire into the expediency of so altering the Con¬ 
stitution of this state, as that the judges of the circuit and county courts 
should be elected for a term of years, Reported, "That they have had 
the subject under consideration, and have agreed to report to their res¬ 
pective Houses, that it would be inexpediency to make any alteration of 
the Constitution as regards the time of service of the judges of the circuit 
and county courts.” 

Mr. M'Vay moved that the Senate disagree to said report; which 
was determined in the affirmative- Yeas Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the af¬ 
firmative, are, 


Mr. Armstrong 

Conner M'Camy 

M'Vay 

Smith 

Bibb 

Casey 

Devereux Metcalf 

Powell 

Wood- 11. 

Those who voted in the negative, 

are, 


Mr. President 

Crabb 

Moore 

Shackleford 

Coats 

Hopkins Murphy 

Sullivan- 

8. 


Mr. Casey moved, that a special committee be appointed to re¬ 
port a resolution recommending to the people an alteration in the 
Constitution, so as to provide that the judges of the circuit and coun¬ 
ty courts shall hold their offices for a term of years ; which was car- 



red : Whereupon, Messrs, Casey, M'Vay and Devereux, were a- 
pointed. 
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Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a memorial of the General 
Assembly of the state of Alabama, to the Congress of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Powell offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the special committee appointed on that subject, be in¬ 
structed, so to alter the Constitution of the State of Alabama, as to extend 
the time of making the permanent appointment of judges to the year 1835, 
instead of that now pointed out by the Constitution -- and also to provide 
for the appointment of judges in the interim; which was rejected. 

A bill, entitled an act to amend the act to establish a public road 
from Ditto's Landing to Marston Mead's, was read the second time, 
and ordered to be referred to the committee on roads, bridges and 
ferries, to consider and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act allowing to the judge of the county 
court of Mobile county a certain salary, was read the second time. 

Mr. M'Vay moved, that the further consideration of the bill be in¬ 
definitely postponed ; which was lost. The bill was amended on 
Mr. Armstrong's motion, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act authorizing the county court of Limestone 
county to make certain allowances therein named, was read the se¬ 
cond time, and ordered to be read the third time on to-morrow. 

On motion, Ordered, That the bill, entitled an act to establish 
certain election precincts therein named, and for other purposes, lie 
on the table. 

A bill, entitled an act to allow Henry Hitchcock compensation for 
superintending the printing the Digest, and making the index for the 
same, was read the second time. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to amend the bill by striking out the words, 

"fourteen hundred and twenty-five dollars;” which was carried. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed for a third reading to morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act to repeal the charter of the Planters' and 
Merchant's Bank of Huntsville, was read the second time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
indefinitely postponed ; which was carried- Yeas 12, Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the af¬ 
firmative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Hopkins Murphy Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats M'Camy Powell Smith- 12. 

Bibb Crabb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Conner Metcalf M'Vay Sullivan Wood- 7. 

Devereux Moore 

Mr. Wood obtained leave to spread his reasons upon the journal 
for voting against the indefinite postponement of the bill, entitled an 
act to repeal the charter of the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of 
Huntsville, which are as follows" 

J ohn Wood, senator from J efferson county, offers the following 
reasons to his constituents, for voting for the bill to annul the char¬ 
ter of the Planters' and Merchants Bank of Huntsville. 

I believe that the power that creates is competent to dissolve. If it 
were not the case, the safety of the people would be endangered, beyond 
their control provided any legislature should prove so corrupt, or so ig- 



norant as to grant privileges to any individual or individuals, corporation 
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or corporations, that would be calculated to prejudice the interest of the 
great mass of the people of this state. The only alternative being to ap¬ 
ply to a judicial tribunal, the progress of which is solve, and in some cases 
would amount to a denial of justice; where it would become the interest 
of those holding bank charters, to comply on their part so as to prevent 
a judicial tribunal from giving the necessary relief, although calculated to 
destroy the best interests of the people through time. 

Such a doctrine is preposterous, and fraught with all the ill consequen¬ 
ces calculated to destroy the rights of a free people. I conceive the con¬ 
stitutional scruples urges against the competency of the legislature to an¬ 
nul or dissolve bank charters, to have no just weight; such charters not 
standing on the same footing of contracts contemplated in the Constitution, 
there being no consideration paid to the state by the opposite party. The 
only inducement on the part of the state to grant such charters, being to 
promote the public good ; therefore it seems that whenever any institu¬ 
tion or bank charge fails to answer to purposes for which they were in¬ 
tended, and instead of proving a blessing, proves a curse, as the Hunts¬ 
ville Bank has not done. 

It becomes imperiously the duty of the legislature to interpose their 
authority in repealing such charters; any failures on their part, in my 
opinion amounts to a neglect of duty, as well as a flagrant violation of the 
Constitution, and a full denial for the sovereignty of the people. 

(Signed) JOHN WOOD." 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a resolution providing 
moore effectually for the trial of the writ of quo warranto, now de¬ 
pending in the 5th judicial circuit, against the Planters' and Mer¬ 
chants' Bank of Huntsville ; which was read ; and ordered to a 2d 
reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the Governor, by J. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary 
of state. 

Mr. President:- The Governor, did, on the 9th inst approve and 

sign. 

"Resolution extending the time of payment of lots in the town of 
Cahawba;” 

"An act to amend an act entitled, an act to establish a public road 
from the house of John Gandie in Morgan county, to Baltimore or 
Morgan's spring in Blount county, passed December 23, 1822 ;" and 

"An act restricting the recovery of claims against the counties 
respectively, in certain cases ;" and on this day, 

"An act for the relief of Martin Hogan;” 

"An act supplementary to an act entitled an to authorize ad¬ 
ministrators to sell land belonging to the estate of their intestate, 
to which a complete title has not been obtained, passed December 
27, 1832;" 

"An act declaring Cotaco in Morgan county a public highway ;" 

"An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Hunts¬ 
ville Fire Engine Company, passed December 10, 1822 ;" all of 
which originated in the Senate. 

An engrossed bill entitled "An act to repeal in part an act con- 
cering divorce, passed 21st December, 1820;" was read the third 
time and passed. 

Ordered, That the words "engrossed bill to be entitled ;" 
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stricken out of the caption; and that it be sent to the House for con¬ 
currence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to establish the Bank of the 
State of Alabama;" was read the third time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to recommit the bill to the committee who 
reported it, to consider and report thereon, which was lost. 

Yeas 8 Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, are 

Mr. President Bibb Hopkins M'Vay 

Armstrong Crabb Moore Powell-8 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Devereux Murphy Sullivan 

Casey M'Camy Shackleford, Wood- 11. 

Conner Metcalf Smith 
The blanks being filled. 

The question was then put "shall this bill pass?" and decided in 
the affirmative. Yeas 13 Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affir¬ 
mative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb Metcalf Shackleford Wood- 13. 

Casey Devereux Moore Smith 

Conner M'Camy Murphy Sullivan 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb M'Vay 

Armstrong Hopkins Powell- 6. 

So the bill was passed. 

Ordered, That the title be "An act to establish the Bank of the 
State of Alabama;" and that it be sent the House of Represen¬ 
tatives for concurrence. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten 
o'clock. 

Thursday, December 11. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wood presented the petition and account of Daniel Ayres, 
late deputy sheriff and jailer of J efferson county; which was or¬ 
dered to be referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the special committee, to whom was refer¬ 
red the memorial to Congress, praying a donation of land for the 
seat of justice for the counties of Pike and Bibb, reported the same 
as amended -— which was concurred in. 

Ordered, That the memorial pass to a third reading on to-morrow. 
Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
whom was referred the petition of Daniel Rather, reported a bill, 
entitled "An act authorizing the payment of certain claims against 
the state for keeping prisoners;" which was read. 

Ordered, That the bill pass to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following resolution : Resolved, That his 
excellency the Governor as president of the board of trustees of the 
University of the State of Alabama, be requested to inform this 
house, what quantity of the university lands of this state has been 
sold ; what his been the whole amount of sales ; how much money 
has been actually received, and by whom and in whose hands the 
money now is ; how much money had been expended, & for what pur- 



poses ; who has received money for claims against the university; 



66 


what sum had each claimant received, and for what services or pur¬ 
pose, together with such information as he may be in possession 
relating to the funds of said institution. 

On motion, Ordered, That the resolution lie on the table. 

Mr. M'Vay, also offered the following resolution: Resolved, That 
the judiciary committee be instructed to inquire into expediency of 
giving to the justices of the peace the powers now exercised by the 
judges of the county courts associated with the commissioners of 
revenue and roads, and that the said justices meet at their respec¬ 
tive court houses at the times now appointed by law to perform their 
duties. That five justices be a quorum to do business, and that the 
clerks of the county courts be required to attend, and perform the 
duties now imposed at the meetings of the judges of the county 
courts, and commissioners of roads and revenue- which was adopt¬ 
ed. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have passed 
bills, which originated in your honorable body, entitled "An act to 
regulate escheats in this state, and to appoint escheators;” and 

"An act amendatory to an act entitled, an act to provide for 
the printing of the laws and journals, and for other purposes, passed 
December 25th, 1822;" and have amended the latter by inserting 
in the first section, aster the word "printer" the words "or prin¬ 
ters." By striking out the 2d and 3d sections and substituting there 
for the accompanying sections:- I n which amendments they desire 
your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed, a "Preamble and 
resolutions proposing Gen. Andrew J ackson, as a suitable candidate 
for President of the United States;" in which they desire your con¬ 
currence. 

Mr. Bibb moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate on postpon¬ 
ing indefinitely the bill, entitled "An act to repeal the charter of 
the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville;'' which was car¬ 
ried. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow 

Mr. Casey moved, That the Senate disagree to the amendment 
made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled "An act 
amendatory to an act, entitled an act to provide for the printing of 
the laws and journals, and for other purposes, passed December 25, 
1822;' which was determining in the affirmative. 

Yeas 13. Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affir¬ 
mative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner M'Camy Powell Wood- 13. 

Casey Crabb Moore Smith 

Coats Devereux Murphy Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins M'Vay 

Armstrong Metcalf Shackleford- 6. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Resolution, from the House of Representatives, proposing Gen. 
Andrew J ackson as a suitable candidate for President of the United 
States, were read the first time. 
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Mr. Wood moved that the resolutions lie on the table till to-mor¬ 
row: which was lost. Yeas 8. Nays 11. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Coats Metcalf Sullivan 

Casey Devereux Murphy Wood- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Hopkins, M'Vay Smith- 11. 

Conner M'Camy Powell 

On motion, Ordered, That the resolutions pass to a second reading 
on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the bill entitled "An act for the relief 
of Thomas C. J ones," was taken up. Mr. Sullivan moved, that the 
further consideration of the bill be indefinitely postponed; which was 
lost. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed for a third reading to morrow. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled "An 
act to establish the town of Carthage;” which was read the first time, 
and ordered to pass to a second reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled "an act to increase the compensation of jurors 
in the counties therein named;” was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the words "in the counties therein named;” be 
stricken out of the caption ; and that the secretary acquaint the 
House therewith. 

A bill, entitled "An act authorizing the county court of Lime¬ 
stone county to make certain allowances therein named;” was read 
the third time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A memorial of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama to 
the Congress of the United States, was read the second time, and 
committed to the judiciary committee on consider and report there¬ 
on. 

A resolution providing more effectually for the trial of the writ of 
quo warranto, now depending in the 5th judicial circuit, against the 
Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville ; was read the second 
time and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-mor¬ 
row. 

A bill, entitled "An act allowing to the judge of the county court 
of Mobile county, a certain salary, was read the third time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved till the blank in the bill where it imposes 
tax on billiard tables, with "one hundred and fifty dollars;” which 
was carried. 

The question was then put, shall this bill pass? and decided in the 
negative -— yeas 9, nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affir¬ 
mative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins Murphy Shackleford-9. 

Armstrong Devereux Moore Powell 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Coats M'Camy M'Vay Wood- 9. 

Casey Crabb Metcalf Sullivan 

so the bill was rejected. 

A bill to be entitled "An act to allow Henry Hitchcock compen¬ 
sation for superintending the printing the digest, and making the 
index for the same ;" was read the third time and ordered to lie on 



the table. 
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Mr. Moore availed himself of the constitutional privilege, to 
spread his reasons upon the journal, for voting against the indefinite 
postponement of the bill, entitled "An act to repeal the charter of 
the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville which are as 
follows: 

"I, David Moore, of Madison county, voted against the indefinite 
postponement of a bill to repeal the charter of the Huntsville Bank, on 
its second reading; because I did not which to throw the bill out of the 
House, before its friends should have an opportunity of making it as per¬ 
fect as possible believing it to be a correct course of legislation at all 
times to allow as much time as possible for deliberation and reflection on 
subjects especially, which may greatly affect the public interest, or the 
interest of a consideration portion of the community. When voting with 
the friends of the bill to retain it in the House, I wish it to be understood, 
that I did not give that vote because I was friendly to the passage of the 
bill; and as I am always desirous of being fully understood on all other 
subject, but particularly on this : I then gave notice to the Senate, to 
prevent being misrepresented, that if the bill in its present shape should 
pass to its third reading, I should vote against its passage and the fol¬ 
lowing are my reasons: 

1st. Because the repeal of the charter would have the effect of de¬ 
pressing the value of Huntsville Bank notes, which are now twenty five 
per cent below par, to probably 50 or 60 per cent below par, which must 
fall entirely on the holders of the Huntsville Bank notes. 

2d. That the bill in providing a remedy for an evil, creates another 
of ten fold magnitude by defrauding the innocent holder of Huntsville 
Bank notes honestly obtained, out a large portion of their present va¬ 
lue, and throwing it into the pockets of a few capitalists speculators, and 
interested shavers, who alone would but it up. 

3d. Because two years ago a law was passed, more certain in its ope¬ 
ration, and more effectual, because it guards the rights of all concerned, 
by giving it to the courts of judicature, where it properly belongs. 

4th. Because the subject is now before the circuit court where it has 
been pending for 18 months, and which must have a final hearing long 
before this law if passed, could be enforced. 

(Signed) DAVID MOORE. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten 
o'clock. 

Friday, December 12. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson., 
their cler: 

Mr. President: -- The House of Representatives insist on their a- 
mendments to the bill from your honorable body, entitled "An act 
amendatory to an act to provide for the printing of the laws and jour¬ 
nals, and for other purposes, passed Dec. 25, 1822. 

They have read a third time and passed, bills originating in their 
House, of the following titles, to wit: 

"An act to alter the boundaries of Jefferson county ;" and a Re¬ 
solution allowing the solicitor of the first judicial circuit, one hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars, in addition to his present salary for extra ser¬ 
vices performed ; in all of which they desire concurrence. 

They have also read a third time, and passed a bill, which origi¬ 
nated in your honorable body, entitled "An act establishing a cer- 



tain county therein named. 
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Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred 
the memorial of the General Assembly of the state of Alabama to 
the Congress of the United States ; reported the same without amend¬ 
ment. 

On motion, Ordered, That it be committed to a special committee 
consisting of Messrs. Murphy, Bibb and Moore, to consider and re¬ 
port thereon. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled "An act regulating costs in criminal cases," reported 
that it is inexpedient to pass the bill. 

Ordered, That the report, together with the bill, lie on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled, "An act preventing officers from taking commissioners 
on cost collected by then on executions;" reported the same as 
amended, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Powell, offered the following amendment to said bill, "Pro¬ 
vided, nothing herein contained shall prevent sheriffs or deputy she¬ 
riffs from completing business by them already commenced which 
was adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed, for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred, a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of giving 
to the justices of the peace, the powers now exercises by the judges 
of the county courts, associated with the commissioners of the reve¬ 
nue and roads:" reported the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That it is inexpedient to give to justices of the peace, 
the powers now exercised by the commissioners of roads and reve¬ 
nue in conjunction with the judges of the county courts;” which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Casey, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the bill entitled "An act to regulate licensing physicians to practise, 
and for other purposes;" reported the same as amended, which was 
concurred in. 

Ordered, That the bill be read the third time on to morrow. 

Mr. Casey, from the special committee, appointed to report a re¬ 
solution recommending to the people an alteration in the constitu¬ 
tion of this state, so as to provide, that the judges shall hold their 
offices for a third of years, reported a resolution recommending to 
the people of the state of Alabama, an alteration in the constitu¬ 
tion of this state, in relation to the tenure of the offices of the judges of 
the circuit and county courts; which was read the first time, and 
ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, entitled "An act for 
the foreclosure of Mortgages;" which was read the first time, and 
ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

The following written message was received from the Governor byj. 
Pleasants, esq. secretary of state. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

December 11th , 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

Of the House of Representatives, 

I have received a communication from the Executive of the State of 
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Tennessee accompanying certain resolutions, which have been adopted 
by the General Assembly of that state, expressive of their disapproba¬ 
tion of a nomination of candidates by members of Congress for the office 
of President, and Vice President of the United States, at the ensuing 
election ; to which resolution are premised such reasons as had induced 
to their adoption. Having been requested by the above communication 
to lay their document before you; I have therefore herewith submitted 
it for your consideration. 

I am your most obedient. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That the communication, to¬ 
gether with the accompanying document be referred to a special 
committee; whereupon, Messrs. Powell, Armstrong and Murphy, 
were appointed. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson 
their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have passed a 
bill originating in their body, of the following title, to wit: 

"An act to authorize Sally B. Stephens, administratrix of Henry 
W. Stephens, deceased, to sell real estate;” in which they desire 
your concurrence,. The bill was read ; and 

Ordered, to be read the second time to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to 
amend an act entitled an act, to authorize administrators to sell land 
belonging to the estate of their intestate, to which a complete title 
has not been obtained, passed 27th December 1822;” which was 
read, and ordered to be read the second time on to morrow. 

Mr. Bibb moved, that the Senate insist upon their disagreement 
to the amendments made by the House of Representatives, to the 
bill entitled "An act to provide for the printing of the laws and 
journals, and for other purposes, passed Dec. 25, 1822 ;" which was 
carried. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A resolution, allowing to the solicitor of the first judicial circuit, 
one hundred and fifty dollars in addition to his present salary for ex¬ 
tra services performed, and "An act to alter the boundary line of 
J efferson county were severally read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. M'Camy moved, to reconsider the vote of the Senate on the 
passage of the bill, entitled, 

"An act allowing the judge of the county court of Mobile coun¬ 
ty a certain salary;” which was carried. 

The question was then put, "shall the bill pass?” and decided in 
the affirmative. Yeas 10. Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirm¬ 
ative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins Murphy Shackleford 

Armstrong Devereux Moore Powell, Smith- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are 
Mr. Bibb Coats M'Camy M'Vay 

Casey Crabb Metcalf Sullivan- 8. 

So the bill was passed. 

Ordered, That it be sent to the House of concurrence. 

Mr. Smith called up the bill, entitled "an act to establish 




71 


election precincts therein named, and for other purposes and 
offered additional section, as an amendment to the same ; which 
was adopted. 

The bill was then read the third time, and ordered to lie on the 

table. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce a bill, entitled "An act 
for the relief of the people of the state of Alabama;” which was read. 

Mr. Wood moved, that the further consideration of the bill be in¬ 
definitely postponed, which was lost. 

Ordered, That it pass to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act to incorporate the Huntsville Library Company which was 
read the first time, and ordered to pass to a second reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A memorial to Congress upon the subject of pre-emption rights, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary inform the House thereof. 

A resolution proposing General Andrew J ackson as a suitable can¬ 
didate for President of the United States, was read the second time, 
and ordered to pass a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled "An act authorizing the payment of certain claims 
against the state, for keeping prisoners;" was read the second time, 
and ordered to be committed to the committee on accounts, to con¬ 
sider and report thereon. 

A bill, entitled "An act to establish the town of Carthage, was read 
the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to repeal the charge of the 
Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville," was read the third 
time, and the blank filled. 

The question was then put, "shall this bill pass?” and determin¬ 
ed in the negative- yeas 5, nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, are, 

Mr. Conner M'Camy Metcalf M'Vay Wood— 5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Devereux Murphy Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats Hopkins Powell Sullivan- 13. 

Bibb Crabb Moore 

So the bill was rejected. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act for the relief of Thomas C. 

J ones, was read the third time and passed. Ordered, That the title 
be "An act for the relief of Thomas C. J ones, and that it be sent to 
the House of Representatives, for concurrence. 

An engrossed resolution, providing more effectually for the trial 
of the writ of quo warranto, now depending in the fifth judicial cir¬ 
cuit, against the planters' and Merchants' Huntsville, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Representa¬ 
tives therewith, and desire their concurrence. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 
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Mr. President:- I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body, that they have adopted the following 
resolution : Resolved, That the Senate be informed that the House 
of Representatives is now ready to receive them in the west end of 
the Representative Chamber, for the purpose of electing a judge of 
the third judicial circuit, and such other officers as are necessary to 
be elected at the present session of the General Assembly ; Where¬ 
upon, the members of the Senate repaired to the Representative 
Hall, and after having taken the seats assigned them, Mr. President 
arose, and declared the object of the meeting, when both Houses 
proceeded to the election of a secretary of state. 

JamesJ. Pleasants, along being in nomination. 

For Mr. Pleasants 74 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Pleasants, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Fitts M'Connico Philpott 

Armstrong Smith Fluker Merriwether Powell 

Bibb Sullivan Fleming M'Lemore Peyton 

Casey Wood Gayle M'Vay Pickett 

Coats (Reps) Goodhue Moore, of Mad. Perkins 

Conner Mr. Speaker Hallett Moore, of J. Salter 

Crabb Ashley Hill, of T. Moore, of Mar. Sims 

Devereux Beck Hill, of Bibb Mardis Shotwell 

Hopkins Brown Harrison Mead Sargent 

M'Camy Barclay Haines M'Laughlin Skinner 
Metcalf Crenshaw Jackson Manly Smith 

Moore Creagh Jones Martin Tindall 

Murphy Dale King Miller Vining 

M'Vay Dennis Lister Oliver Whitaker 

Powell Fields Lanier Phillips Weissinger- 74. 

JamesJ. Pleasants, esquire, having received all the votes present, 

was declared, by the speaker, to be duly elected secretary of state, 
of the state of Alabama, for the ensuing two years. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a comptroller of 
public accounts. Samuel Pickens, esquire, alone being in nomina¬ 
tion. 

For Mr. Pickens 74 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Pickens, are the same as in the election 
for secretary of state., 

Samel Pickens, esquire, having received all the votes present, was 
declared, by Mr. Speaker, to be duly elected comptroller of public 
accounts for the ensuing year. 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect a state treasurer. J ohn c. 

Perry, alone being in nomination. 

For Mr. Perry 75 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Perry are the same as in the election 
for secretary of state. 

John C. Perry, esquire, having received all the votes present, 
declared, by Mr. Speaker, to be duly elected treasurer of the state 
of Alabama, for the ensuing year. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of an adjutant general 
of this state. Carter B. Harrison, Isaac Wellbourne and J ames G 
Carroll being in nomination. 

For Mr. Harrison 27 votes. 

Mr. Wellbourn 33 votes. 



Mr. Carroll 15 votes. 
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Those who voted for Mr. Wellbourn, are, 

Mr. Conner Barclay Haines Manley Sargent 

Hopkins Fields King Miller Skinner 

M'Camy Fitts Lanier Philpott Smith 

Metcalf Fleming M'Vay Powell Vining 

M'Vay Hill, of T. Moore, of Mad. Peyton Whitaker 

Mr. Speaker Hill, of Bibb, Moore of J. Shotwell Weissinger- 33. 

Beck Harrison Moore, of Mar. 

Those who voted for Mr. Harrison, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Smith Dennis Jackson Oliver 

Bibb Sullivan Fluker Lister Phillips 

Casey Ashley Gayle M'Connico Pickett 

Coats Crenshaw Hallett Merriwether Salter 

Devereux Creagh Harvey M'Lemore Sims- 27. 

Murphy Dale 

Those who voted for Mr. Carroll, are, 

Mr. Crabb Shackleford Goodhue Mead Perkins 

Moore Wood Jones M'Laughlin Smith 

Powell Brown Mardis Martin Young- 15. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number of votes, the two 
Houses proceeded to vote a second time for adjutant general, the 
same persons in nomination. 

For Mr. Wellbourn, 40. 

Mr. Harrison, 25. 

Mr. Carroll, 11. 

Those who voted for Mr. Wellbour,are, 

Mr. President Brown Hill, of Bibb, Moore, of Mar. Shotwell 

Conner Barclay Harrison Mead Sargent 

Hopkins Fields Haines M'Laughlin Skinner 

M'Camy Fitts King Manley Smith 

Metcalf Fleming Lanier Miller Tindal 

M'Vay Goodhue M'Vay Philpott Vining 

Mr. Speaker Hallett Moore, of Mad. Powell Whitaker 

Beck Hill, of T. Moore, of J. Peyton Weissinger-40 

Those who voted for Mr. Harrison, are, 

Mr. Bibb Smith Dale Jackson Oliver 

Casey Sullivan Dennis Lister Phillips 

Coats Ashley Fluker M'Connico Pickett 

Devereux Crenshaw Gayle Merriwether Salter 

Murphy Creagh Harvey M'Lemore Sims- 25. 

Those who voted for Mr. Carroll, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Powell Wood Mardis Perkins 

Crabb Shackleford Jones Martin Young-11. 

Moore 

I saac Wellbourn having a majority of the whole number of votes 
was declared, by Mr. Speaker, to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a quarter-master- 
general of the state of Alabama. 

Matthew D. Thomason, Williams Peacock and J eptha V. I sbell, 
in nomination. 

For Mr. Thomason, 34. 

Mr. Peacock, 22. 

Mr. Isbell, 20. 

Those who voted for Mr. Thomason, are, 



Casey 

Wood 

Goodhue 

Manly 

Shotwell 

Conner 

Brown 

Harvey 

Oliver 

Sargent 

Devereux Barclay Harrison 

Phillips 

Skinner 

M'Camy 

Crenshaw 

Haines 

Philpott Smith 

Metcalf 

Fields 

Moore, of Mad. Powell 

Whitaker 

M'Vay 

Fitts 

M'Laughlin 

Peyton 

Weissinger- 34. 

Sullivan 

Fluker 

M'Vay 

Salter 



K 
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Those who voted for Mr. Peacock, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Smith Gayle Lister Moore of J. 

Bibb Ashley Hallett Lanier Mead 

Crabb Beck Jackson M'Connico Miller 

Moore Dale Jones M'Lemore Pickett-22. 

Those who voted for. Mr. Isbell, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Hill, of T. Moore, of Mar. Sims 

Coats Mr. Speaker Hill, of B. Mardis Tindall 

Hopkins Creagh King Martin Vining 

Powell Fleming Merriwether Perkins Young- 20. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a second time for a quarter master general.- 
The same persons in nomination. 

Second vote- For Mr. Thomason, 37. 

Mr. Peacock, 22. 

Mr. Isbell, 17. 

Those who voted for. Mr. Thomason, are, 

Mr. Casey Brown Harrison Manly Shotwell 

Conner Barclay Haines Oliver Sargent 

Devereux Crenshaw Jones Phillips Skinner 

M'Camy, Fields King Philpott Smith 

Metcalf Fitts M'Vay Powell Whitaker 

M'Vay Fluker Moore of Mad. Peyton Weissinger 

Sullivan Goodhue Moore of Mar. Salter 

Wood Harvey M'Laughlin 

Those who voted for Mr. Peacock, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Murphy Dennis Lister Moore 

Bibb Smith Gayle Lanier Mead 

Crabb Ashley Hallett M'Connico Miller 

Hopkins Beck Jackson M'Lemore Pickett 

Moore Dale 

Those who voted for Mr. Isbell, are, 

Mr. President Mr. Speaker Hill of B. Martin Tindall 

Coats Creagh Merriwether Perkins Vining 

Powell Fleming Mardis Sims Young- 17 

Shackleford Hill of T. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a third time for quarter master general.- 
same persons in nomination. 

Third vote- for Mr. Thomason, 45. 

Mr. Peacock, 18. 

Mr. Isbell, 13. 

Those who voted for Mr. Thomason, are, 

Mr. Bibb Sullivan Goodhue Moore of Mad. Powell 

Casey Wood Harvey Moore of Mar. Peyton 

Coats Brown Harrison Mardis Salter 

Conner Barclay Haines Mead Shotwell 

Devereux Crenshaw Jackson M'Laughlin Sargent 

M'Camy Creagh Jones Manly Skinner 

Metcalf Fields King Oliver Smith 

M'Vay Fitts Merriwether Phillips Whitaker 

Smith Fluker M'Vay Philpott Weissinger-45. 

Those who voted for Mr. Peacicl, are, 

Mr. Crabb Ashley Gayle M'Connico Pickett 



Hopkins Beck Hallett M'Lemore Sims-18 

Moore Dale Lister Moore of J. 

Murphy Dennis Lanier Miller 

Those who voted for Mr. Isbell, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Bibb Perkins Young 

Armstrong Mr. Speaker Hill of T. Tindall Vining- 13. 

Powell Fleming Martin 
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Matthew D. Thomason having a majority of the whole number of 
votes, was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect an attorney general for the 
state of Alabama, Thomas White alone being in nomination. 

For Mr. White, 75 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. White, are the same as in the election 
for secretary of state, except Mr. King, who failed to vote. Mr. 

Young, in addition to those who voted for secretary of state, voted 
for Mr. White. 

Thomas White having a majority of the whole number of votes, 
was declared by Mr. speaker to be duly elected attorney general of 
the state of Alabama, for the ensuing four years. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a solicitor of the 
third judicial circuit, Constantine Perkins alone being in nomination. 

For Mr. Perkins 76. 

Those who voted for Mr. Perkins, are all the members of both 
Houses. 

Constantine Perkins having received all the votes, was declared 
by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a solicitor for the 
fourth judicial circuit. 

David Hubbard, Peter Martin and John White, being in nomina¬ 
tion: 

For Mr. Hubbard 35 
For Mr. Martin 26 
For Mr. White 14 

Those who voted for Mr. Hubbard, are, 

Mr. Bibb Ashley Fleming Jackson Phillips 

Conner Beck Goodhue King Philpott 

M'Camy Brown Harvey Lister Peyton 

M'Vay Barclay Hill of B. Lanier Pickett 

Smith Dale Hill of T. M'Lemore Skinner 

Wood Dennis Harrison Manly Vining 

Mr SpeakerFields Haines Miller Whitaker-35. 

Those who voted for Mr. Martin, are, 

Mr. Casey Creagh Moore, of J. Powell Tindall 

Crabb Fluker Moore, of Mar. Salter Weissinger-26 

Devereux Gayle Mardis Sims 

Metcalf M'Connico M'Laughlin Shotwell 

Murphy Merriwether Martin Sargent 

Sullivan Moore of Mad. Oliver Smith 

Those who voted for Mr. White, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Shackleford Jones Perkins 

Armstrong Moore Fitts M'Vay Young- 14. 

Coats Powell, Hallett Mead 

Neither having a majority, of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a second time for solicitor of the fourth judicial 
circuit.- The same persons in nomination. 

2d vote, For Mr. Hubbard 40 

For Mr. Martin 22 

For Mr. White 12 

Those who voted for Mr. Hubbard, are, 

Mr. Bibb Mr. Speaker Fluker Haines Miller 

Conner Ashley Fleming Jackson Phillips 



Crabb 

Beck 

Goodhue 

King 

Philpott 

M'Camy 

Brown 

Hallett 


Lister Peyton 

Murphy 

Barclay 

Harvey 

Lanier 

Pickett 

M'Vay 

Dale 

Hill of T. 

M'Lemore 

Shotwell 
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Smith 

Dennis Hill of B. 

Moore of Mad. 

Skinner 

Wood 

Fields Harrison 

Manly 

Vining—40 

Those who voted for Mr. Martin, are, 




Mr. Casey 

Creagh Moore of Mar. 

Salter 


Whitaker 

Coats 

Gayle Mardis 

Sims 

Weissinger-22 

Devereux 

M'Connico M'Laughlin 

Sargent 



Metcalf 

Merriwether Oliver 


Smith 


Sullivan 

Moore of J .Powell 

Tindall 



Those who voted for Mr. White, are, 




Mr. President 

Moore Fitts 


Mead 


Armstrong Powell Jones 

Perkins 




Hopkins Shackleford M'Vay Young- 12. 

David Hubbard having a constitutional majority of the whole num¬ 
ber of votes, was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect a solicitor for the fifth judi¬ 
cial circuit. 

James G. Birney, Anderson Hutchison, James B. Craighead, 

Samuel B. Moore, being in nomination: 

For Mr. Birney 24 

For Mr. Hutchinson 24 

For Mr. Moore 16 

For Mr. Mr. Craighead 11 
Those who voted for Mr. Birney, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford, Fleming King Miller 

Armstrong Mr. Speaker Hallett Lister Phillips 

Bibb Creagh Hill of T. Lanier Pickett 

Conner Dennis Jackson Moore of Mad. Shotwell-24 

Hopkins Fitts Jones Mead 

Those who voted for Mr. Hutchinson, are, 

Mr. Casey Murphy Brown Merriwether Philpott 

Coats M'Vay Fluker M'Vay Sargent 

Crabb Smith Gayle Moore of Mar. Shotwell 

Metcalf Sullivan Harrison M'Lauglin Weissinger-24 

Moore Wood M'Connico Martin 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 

Mr. Devereux Crenshaw Hill, of B. Peyton 

M'Camy Fields M'Lemore Salter 

Mr. Ashley Goodhue Mardis Whitaker 

Barclay Harvey Oliver Young- 16. 

Those who voted for Mr. Craighead, are, 

Mr. Powell Haines Perkins Tindall 

Beck Manly Sims Vining- 11. 

Dale Powell Smith 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to voted a second time. 

The same gentlemen in nomination. 

2d vote, For Mr. Birney 29 For Mr. Hutchinson 31 

For Mr. Moore 4 For Mr. Craighead 11 

Those who voted for Mr. Birney, are, 

Mr. President, Shackleford Fleming King Oliver 

Armstrong Mr. Speaker Hallett Lister Phillips 

Bibb Creagh Hill of T. Lanier Pickett 

Conner Dale Haines Moore of Mad. Salter 

Hopkins Dennis Jackson Mead Shotwell-29. 



Moore 

Fitts 

I ones 

Miller 


Those who voted for Mr. Hutchinson, are, 



Casey 

Sullivan 

Goodhue Moore of Mar. 

Skinner 

Coats 

Wood 

Harvey 

Mardis 

Smith 

Crabb 

Ashley 

Harrison 

M'Laughlin 

Weissinger-31 

Metcalf 

Brown 

M'Connico 

Martin 


Murphy 

Crenshaw 

Merriwether 

Philpott 


M'Vay 

Fluker 

M'Lemore 

Sims 


Smith 

Gayle 

M'Vay 

Sargent 
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Those who voted for Mr. Craighead, are, 

Mr. Devereux Hill of B. Perkins Whitaker 

Powell Manly Tindall Young- 11. 

Beck Powell Vining 
Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 

Mr. M'Camy Barclay Fields Peyton- 4. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a third time for solicitor of the 5th circuit, the 
same gentlemen in nomination, except Mr. Moore, whose name was 
withdrawn. 

3d voted, For Mr. Birney 40 

For Mr. Hutchinson 36 
For Mr. Craighead 

Those who voted for Mr. Birney, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Fleming Lister Pickett 

Armstrong Mr. Speaker Hallett Lanier Perkins 

Bibb Beck Hill, of T. Moore, of Mad. Salter 

Conner Creagh Hill, of Bibb Mead Shotwell 

Devereux Dale Haines Miller Tindall 
Hopkins Dennis Jackson Oliver Vining 

Moore Fields Jones Phillips Whitaker 

Powell Fitts King Powell Young- 40. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hutchinson are, 

Mr. Casey (Reps.) Harvey Mardis Skinner 

Coats Ashley Harrison M'Laughlin Smith 

Crabb Brown M'Connico Manly Weissinger- 36. 

M'Vay Barclay Merriwether Martin 

Metcalf Crenshaw M'Lemore Philpott 

Murphy Fluker M'Vay Peyton 

M'Camy Gayle Moore, of J. Sims 

Wood Goodhue Moore, of Mar. Sargent 

J ames G. Birney having a majority of the whole number of votes, 
was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected, solicitor of the 5th 
judicial circuit, for the ensuing four years., 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect a judge of the third judicial 
circuit, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of Henry 
Y.. Webb. 

John Gayle, Samuel chapman, Thomas Owen and Isaac S. M'- 
Means, being in nomination. 

For Mr. Gayle 29. 

Mr. Chapman, 22. 

Mr. Owen, 20. 

Mr. M'Means, 5. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gayle, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Crenshaw Harvey Merriwether Phillips 

Casey Creagh Haines M'Lemore Pickett 

Murphy Dale Jackson Mardis Shotwell 

Smith Fields Lister M'Laughlin Smith 

Ashley Fluker M'Connico Martin Weissinger- 29. 

Beck Hallett 

Those who voted for Mr. Chapman, are, 

Mr. President Moore Goodhue M'Vay Mead 

Bibb Shackleford Jones Moore of Mad. Miller 

Devereux Brown King Moore of J. Oliver 



Hopkins Fitts Lanier 

Those who voted for Mr. Owen, are, 

Moore of Mar. Young- 22. 

Mr. Coats 

Powell Hill of T. Philpott 

Sargent 

Crabb 

Sullivan Hill of B. 

Perkins 

Skinner 

Metcalf 

Wood Harrison 

Salter 

Tindall 

M'Vay 

Dennis Manly 

Sims 

Vining- 20 
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Those who voted for Mr. M'Means, are, 

Mr. Conner Barclay Powell Peyton Whitaker-5. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a second time for a judge of the third judicial cir¬ 
cuit. The same gentlemen in nomination, except Mr. M'Means, 
whose name was withdrawn. 

The 2d vote- For Mr. Gayle, 28. 

Mr. Chapman, 29. 

Mr. Owen, 17. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gayle, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Beck Hallett Merriwether Martin 

Casey Crenshaw Harvey M'Lemore Phillips 

Murphy Creagh Haines Mardis Pickett 
Smith Dale Jackson M'Laughlin Shotwell 

Sullivan Fields Lister Manly Weissinger- 28. 

Ashley Fluker M'Connico 

Those who voted for Mr. chapman, are, 

Mr. President Moore Fleming Moore, of Mad. Powell 

Bibb M'Vay Goodhue Moore, of J. Peyton 

Conner Shackleford Jones Moore, of Mar. Smith 

Devereux Brown King Mead Whitaker 

Hopkins Barclay Lanier Miller Young- 29. 

Those who voted for Mr. Owen, are, 

Mr. Coats Wood Harrison Salter Skinner 

Crabb Dennis Philpott Sims Tindall 

Metcalf Hill, T. Perkins Sargent Vining- 17. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a third time for a judge of the third judicial cir¬ 
cuit- the same persons in nomination. 

Third vote- For Mr. Gayle, 36. 

Mr. Chapman, 31. 

Mr. Owen. 7. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gayle, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Beck Hallett M'Connico Phillips 

Casey Crenshaw Harvey Merriwether Philpott 

Coats Creagh Hill of B. M'Lemore Pickett 

Metcalf Dale Harrison Mardis Sims 

Murphy Dennis Haines M'Laughlin Shotwell 

Smith Fields Jackson Manly Skinner 

Sullivan Fluker Lister Martin Weissinger- 36. 

Ashley 

Those who voted for Mr. Chapman, are, 


Mr. President, 

Moore 

Fleming Moore of mad. Powell 

Bibb 

M'Vay Goodhue 

Moore of J. 

Peyton 

Conner 

Shackleford Jones Moore of mar. 

Smith 

Crabb 

Brown 

King Mead 

Vining 

Devereux 

Barclay Lanier 

Miller 

Whitaker 

Hopkins 

Fitts M'Vay 

Oliver 

Young- 31. 

M'Camy 




Those who voted for Mr. Owen, 

are, 


Mr. Powell 

Hill of T. Salter 

Sargent 

Tindall- 7. 

Wood 

Perkins 




Neither having a majority of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a fourth time for judge of the third circuit- the 



same gentlemen in nomination. 

Fourth vote- For Mr. Gayle, 37. 
Mr. Chapman, 32. 

Mr. Owen, 5. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gayle, are, 
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mr. Armstrong Beck Harvey Merriwether Philpott 

Casey Crenshaw Hill of B. M'Lemore Pickett 

Coats Creagh Haines Mardis Sims 

Metcalf Dale Harrison M'Laughlin Shotwell 

Murphy Dennis Jackson Manly Sargent 

Smith Fields Lister Martin Skinner 

Sullivan Fluker M'Connico Phillips Weissinger- 37. 

Ashley Hallett 

Those who voted for Mr. Chapman, are, 

Mr. President M'Camy Fitts Moore of Mad. Powell 

Bibb Moore Fleming Moore of J. Peyton 

Conner M'Vay Goodhue Moore of mar. Salter 

Crabb Shackleford Jones Mead Vining 

Devereux Brown King Miller Whitaker 

Hopkins Barclay Lanier Oliver Young- 32. 

Those who voted for Mr. Owen, are, 

Mr. Powell Wood Hill of T. Perkins Tindall-5. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number of votes, both 
Houses proceeded to vote a fifth time for judge of the third judicial 
circuit, John Gayle, Samuel Chapman, A.P. Bagby, and Thomas 
Owen, being in nomination. 

Fifth vote- for Mr. Gayle, 44. 

Mr. Chapman, 14. 

Mr. Bagby, 10. 

Mr. Owen, 5. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gayle, are 
Mr. Casey Crenshaw Harrison Mead Salter 

Coats Creagh Haines M'Laughlin Sims 

Metcalf Dale Jackson Manly Shotwell 

Murphy Dennis Lister Martin Sargent 

Smith Fields M'Connico Miller Skinner 

Sullivan Fluker Merriwether Phillips Vining 

Ashley Hallett M'Lemore Philpott Whitaker 

Beck Harvey Moore of Mar. Powell Weissinger- 44 
Barclay Hill of B. Mardis Pickett 

Those who voted for Mr. Chapman, are, 

Mr. Bibb Moore Brown Lanier Moore of J. 

Crabb M'Vay Fleming M'Vay Peyton- 14. 

M'Camy Shackleford Goodhue Moore of Mad. 

Those who voted for Mr. Bagby are, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins Jones Oliver 

Armstrong Devereux Fitts King Smith- 10. 

Those who voted for Mr. Owen, are, 

Powell Wood Hill of T. Perkins Tindall-5. 

J ohn Gayle, Esq. having a majority of the whole number of votes, 
was declared by Mr. speaker to be duly elected judge of the third 
judicial circuit. 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect a judge of the county court 
of Bibb, Thomas Crawford and Littlepage Sims being in nomination. 

For Mr. Crawford, 56. 

Mr. Sims, 11. 

Those who voted for Mr. Crawford, are, 

Mr. Hopkins Dennis Haines Moore of J. Salter 

Metcalf Fields Harrison Moore of Mar. Sims 



Murphy Fitts Jackson M'Laughlin Shotwell 

M'Vay Fluker King Manly Sargent 

Sullivan Fleming Lister Miller Skinner 

Wood Gayle Lanier Oliver Smith 

Mr. Speaker Goodhue M'Connico Philpott Tindall 

Ashley Hallett Merriwether Powell Vining 

Brown Harvey M'Lemore Peyton Whitaker 

Barclay Hill of T. M'Vay Pickett Weissinger 

Crenshaw Hill of B. Moore of Mad. Perkins Young- 56. 

Creagh 
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Those who voted for Mr. Sims, are, 

Mr. President Conner M'Camy Smith 

Armstrong Devereux Moore Beck 
Bibb 

Thomas Crawford having a majority of the whole number of 
votes, was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected judge of the 
county court of Bibb county. 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect a judge of the county court 
of Perry county, George C. King alone being in nomination. 

For Mr. King, 68 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. King, are, 

Mr. President Powell Fluker Merriwether Picket 

Armstrong Smith Fleming M'Lemore Perkins 

Bibb Sullivan Gayle M'Vay Salter 

Casey Wood Goodhue Moore of Mad. Sims 

Coats Mr. Speaker Hallett Moore of J. Shotwell 


Conner 

Ashley 

Harvey 

Mardis 

Sargent 

Crabb 

Beck 

Hill of T. Mead 

Skinner 

Devereux 

Brown 

Hill of B. M'Laughlin 

Smith 

Hopkins 

Barclay 

Harrison 

Miller 

Tindall 

M'Camy 

Crenshaw 

Haines 

Oliver 

Vining 

Metcalf 

Creagh 

J ackson 

Phillips 

Whitaker 

Moore 

Dale 

King 

Powell 

Weissinger 

Murphy 

Dennis 

Lister 

Peyton 

Young- 

M Vay 

Fields 

M'Connico 



Mr. King having received a majority of the whole number of votes, 
was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected judge of the county 
court of Perry county. 

Both Houses then proceeded to elect a judge of the county court 
of Washington county, William D. Gaines and J ohn J ohnston being 
in nomination. 

For Mr. Gaines, 35. 

Mr. Johnston, 31. 

Those who voted for Mr. Gaines, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Crenshaw Moore of J. Peyton 

Armstrong Metcalf Fleming Mardis Perkins 

Bibb Moore Goodhue Mead Skinner 

Coats Powell King M'Laughlin Smith 

Conner Sullivan M'Lemore Manly Tindall 

Crabb Wood M'Vay Oliver Vining 

Devereux Brown Moore of Mad. Powell Young- 35. 

Those who voted for Mr. J ohnston, are, 

Mr. M'Camy Dale Harvey Lister Salter 

Murphy Dennis Hill of T. M'Connico Sims 
M'Vay Fields Hill of B. Merriwether Shotwell 

Smith Fluker Harrison Moore of Mar. Sargent 

Mr. Speaker Gayle Haines Miller Whitaker 

Ashley Hallett Jackson Phillips Weissinger-31. 

Beck 

William D. Gaines having a majority of the whole number of 
votes, was declared by Mr. speaker to be duly elected judge of the 
county court of Washington county. 

both Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the coun¬ 
ty court of Mobile county; William Hale alone being in nomination. 



For Mr. Hale, 62 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hale, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Metcalf Powell 

Armstrong Devereux Moore Smith 

Bibb Hopkins Murphy Mr. Speaker 

Coats M'Camy M'Vay Ashley 
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Dale Hill of T. M'Lemore Oliver Shotwell 

Dennis Hill of B. M'Vay Phillips Sargent 

Fields Haines Moore of Mad. Powell Skinner 

Fluker Harrison Moore of J. Peyton Tindall 

Fleming Jackson Mardis Pickett Vining 

Gayle King Mead Perkins Whitaker 

Goodhue Lister Manly Salter Weissinger 

Hallett M'Connico Miller Sims Young- 62. 

Harvey Merriwether 

William Hale having received a majority of the whole number of 
both Houses, was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the 
county court of Decatur county, J oseph B. Eason and J ames B. Ro¬ 
binson being in nomination. 

For Mr. Robinson. 34. 

For Mr. Eason, 27. 

Those who voted for Mr. Robinson, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Gayle Merriwether Martin Shotwell 

Casey Goodhue M'Vay Phillips Sargent 

Devereux Harvey Moore of J. Powell Skinner 

Hopkins Harrison Moore of Mar. Peyton Vining 

Beck Jackson Mardis Pickett Whitaker 

Brown Lister Mead Perkins Young- 34. 

Barclay M'Connico Manly Salter 

Those who voted for Mr. Eason, are, 

Mr. President Smith Dale Hallett Moore of Mad. 

M'Camy Sullivan Dennis Hill of B. Miller 

Moore Mr. Speaker Fields Haines Sims 

Murphy Ashley Fluker King Tindall 

M'Vay Crenshaw Fleming M'Lemore Weissinger- 27. 

Powell Creagh 

James B. Robinson having a majority of the whole number of 
votes, was declared by Mr. speaker to be duly elected judge of the 
county court of Decatur county. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the 
county court of Montgomery county, Peter Williamson alone being 
in nomination. 

For Mr. Williamson, 56 votes. 

Those who voted for Peter Williamson, Esq. are, 

Mr. President Beck Goodhue M'Vay Perkins 

Armstrong Brown Hallett Moore of J .Salter 

Casey Barclay Harvey Moore of Mar. Sims 

Crabb Crenshaw Hill of T. Mead Shotwell 

Devereux Creagh Hill of B. Manly Sargent 

Hopkins Dale Harrison Miller Skinner 

M'Camy Dennis Haines Oliver Tindall 

Moore Fields Jackson Phillips Vining 

Murphy Fluker M'Connico Powell Whitaker 

Smith Fleming Merriwether Peyton Weissinger 

Mr. Speaker Gayle M'Lemore Pickett Young- 56. 

Ashley 

Mr. Williamson having received a majority of the votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected judge of the county court 
of Montgomery. 



The elections having been gone through, the Senate withdrew, 
L 



82 


and retired to their own Chamber, and Mr. President resumed the 
chair. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow, at 12 o'clock. 

Saturday, December 13. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges, and ferries, to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled "An act to amend an act 
entitled an act to establish a public road from Ditto's Landing to 
Marston Mead's, " Reported, That it is inexpedient to pass the bill; 
which was disagreed to. 

Ordered, That it be recommitted to a special committee, consist¬ 
ing of Messrs. Crabb, Conner and Murphy, to consider and report 
thereon. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body, that they have read a third time, and passed 
bills originating in your House, entitled, 

An act to provide for selecting a site for the seat of justice in Decatur 
county; 

An act to compel defendants to bills of injunction to give bond and se¬ 
curity before they shall have the benefit of their judgements at law. 

They recede from their amendments to the bill, entitled an act amend¬ 
atory to an act to provide for the printing the laws and journals, and for 
other purposes, passed December 25, 1822. 

They have also read a third time, and passed, a bill originating in your 
honorable body, entitled an act to provide for taking the census, and have 
amended the same as follows : By striking out of the first section the 
words, "and the total of slaves," and the words, "be on oath and,”- By 
striking out of the second section all of the 5th line of said section, which 
relates to the oath required of heads of families - By striking out the 4th 
section - By striking out of the table of classification, the words "total of 
slaves," and by striking out of the sixth section, the words "one hundred 
dollars,” and inserting in lieu thereof, the words two hundred and fifty 
dollars ; in all of which amendments they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Murphy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "an 
act to amend the charter of the Tombeckbe Bank ;" which was read 
and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Coats obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act for the relief of the tax collector of Marengo county;” 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act concerning executions, reported the same with¬ 
out amendments. 

Mr. Coats, moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed until the first day of March next, which was determined 
in the affirmative - Yeas 11, Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Armstrong Coats Hopkins Powell Sullivan 

Bibb Devereux Murphy Shackleford Wood- 11 

Casey 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Metcalf M'Vay Smith- 8 

Conner M'Camy Moore 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following resolution : Resolved, by the Se- 
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nate, that with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, 
the Legislature of Alabama will on the instant, adjourn sine 
die, which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 
"An act to authorize the judge of the county court and commission¬ 
ers of roads and revenue of Mobile county, to levy an extra tax for 
building a court-house and jail in said county," which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That the committee of revi- 
sal and unfinished business, be instructed to lay before the Senate, a 
bill introduced at the last session and left unfinished, entitled an act 
to reduce into one, the several acts concerning forcible entry and 
detainer. 

A bill, entitled "An act to alter the boundary line of J efferson 
county;” was read a second time, and ordered to a third reading on 
Monday next. 

A resolution proposing General Andrew J ackson as a suitable 
candidate for President of the United States, was read a third time 
and passed- Yeas 12, nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desire, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Devereux Metcalf M'Vay Smith- 12. 

Conner Hopkins 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Coats Powell Sullivan Wood- 7. 

Casey Murphy 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled "An act to authorize Sally B. Stevens, adminis¬ 
tratrix of Henry W. Stevens, deceased, to sell certain real estate; 
was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading on Mon¬ 
day next. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till Monday morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Monday, December 15. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of William E. Dupree, praying 
the passage of a law authorizing him to emancipate a certain slave, 
named Billy, which was read and ordered to be referred to a special 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, Powell and Metcalf to con¬ 
sider and report thereon. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act to prevent fraudulent conveyances;” which was read, and or¬ 
dered to a second reading on to morrow. 

Mr. Casey obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act to repeal in part, and amend an act, entitled, an act to establish 
a State University, passed December 18, 1821;” which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the 
committee of revisal and unfinished business of the last session, be 
instructed to report to this House a bill, to be entitled an act to in¬ 
corporate the Limestone and Flint River Navigation Companies, 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
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act declaring J ackson's Creek and Tatillabee creek in Clarke coun¬ 
ty navigable streams;" which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

The Senate took into consideration the amendments made the 
House of Representatives to the bill, entitled "An act to provide 
for taking the census,” and disagreed to all except the last one; to 
which they concurred. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Resolved, That his Excellency the Go¬ 
vernor be requested to lay before the Senate all the information in 
his possession, in relation to the African negroes, to which this state 
has a claim. 

A bill, entitled "An act regulating the licensing physicians to 
practise, and for other purposes;'' was read the third time. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following amendment to said bill, by 
way of rider: "Provided however, that no member of the legisla¬ 
ture shall be elected a member of the Medical Board, during the 
time for which he was elected a member of the legislature," which 
was read three several times and adopted- Yeas 11, Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired on the adoption of said amend¬ 
ment, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay Shackleford 

Casey M'Camy, Moore Powell Wood- 11. 

Crabb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner Devereux Murphy Smith- 6. 

Coats 

Mr. Moore moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed until the first day of the next session, which was lost, 

Yeas 5, Nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Conner Crabb Metcalf Moore Wood- 5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Hopkins M'Vay Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats M'Camy Powell Smith- 13. 

Bibb Devereux Murphy 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment to the bill by 
way of rider: 

"Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That within Yeas from and 
after the passage of this act, all physicians now practising in this 
state, shall undergo the same examination before the Medical Board, 
as is now provided for in this act for physicians hereafter commenc¬ 
ing the practice of medicine;" which being read the first time, 
adopted- Yeas 10, Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Bibb Crabb M'Camy Powell 

Armstrong Coats Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux Murphy Smith Wood- 8 

Conner Moore M'Vay 

The amendment was read the second time and adopted- and be¬ 
ing read the third time and rejected- Yeas 9, Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired on the adoption of said amend¬ 
ment upon the last reading, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 



Mr. President Coats Hopkins Metcalf 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Powell 


Shackleford 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner Moore M'Vay wood- 9. 

Casey Devereux Murphy Smith 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following amendment to the bill, by 
way of rider: "And be it further enacted, that no physician shall be 
a member of the Medical Board who has not obtained a diploma 
from some Medical University which was adopted. 

Mr. Coats offered the following amendment to the bill, by way of 
rider: "Provided further the same Board shall, before they enter on 
the duties of their appointment, take and subscribe an oath, before 
the justice of the peace, to discharge the duties imposes on them 
by this act, without favor, affection, partiality or prejudice;” which 
was read three several times and adopted. 

Mr. Moore offered the following amendment to the bill, by way of 
rider: "Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the money arising 
from the examination as provided by the foregoing sections of this 
act, shall be applied to the purchasers of a Medical Library for the use 
of the Medical Boards respectively, and their successors in office, 
under such rules and regulations as they prescribe which was 
read three several times and adopted. The bill was then passed- 
Yeas 12, Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Casey Hopkins Murphy Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats M'Camy M'Vay Smith- 12. 

Bibb Devereux 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Conner Metcalf Moore Powell Wood- 6. 

Crabb 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith, 
and ask their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, 
to inform your honorable body, that they insist on their amendments, 
to the bill, which originated in your honorable body, entitled, 

An act to provide for taking the census. 

They concur in the amendments, made by your honorable body 
to a memorial to Congress, praying a donation of land, for the seat 
of justice, for the counties of Bibb and Pike. 

And the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, the resolution calling upon the presi¬ 
dent of the board of trustees of the University, for information in 
relation to the University funds, was taken up, 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That the resolution be laid up¬ 
on the table. 

Mr. Moore moved, That the Senate insist upon their disagree¬ 
ment, to the amendments made the House of Representatives, to 
the bill entitled, 

"An act to provide for taking the census;” which was carried. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

The following written message was received from the Governor 
byj. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of state. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, December 15th, 1823. 



Gentlemen of the Senate, 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, passed the 10th inst. 
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requesting certain information of the disposition of the Salt Springs grant¬ 
ed to this state by the United States. I have the honor to inform you that 
no contract of lease is now in force in relation to the Salt Springs ; but 
the same are unoccupied. 

Early in the year 1822 it was deemed expedient to make an attempt to 
carry into effect the act of 1819, entitled "An act to lease certain Salt 
Springs,” on such terms as best to meet the objects expressed in that act, 
namely; the ensuring them to be worked the most extensively and most 
advantageously to the state." Pursuant to public notice a contact was 
made by an agent instructed on the subject, by which contract the lessee 
engaged to produce 600,000 pounds of merchantable salt per annum and 
to dispose of the same to the citizens of the state, at prices not exceed¬ 
ing seventy-five cents per bushel, and to have the works in operation 
by a given day. But one offer having been received, it was accepted and 
the terms secured by a condition of the forfeiture of the lease in the event 
of any failure. 

The lessee having forfeited the lease by a failure of the first stipula¬ 
tion- it might be considered unnecessary to communicate to you the terms 
which were thought most consistent with the purposes of the act. But 
inasmuch as it may be deemed by the Legislature expedient to cause the 
waters to be employed in the most advantageous manner, and possibly re¬ 
garding a different policy from that which I have thought most consistent 
with a fair construction of the act; I have, therefore, herewith laid be¬ 
fore you a copy of the instructions, in conformity to which the contract- 
substantially, was made. 

In making this communication it may be proper occasion to remark 
that the Salt Springs, granted to this state by Congress, have been found 
to possess a very strong impregnation, and are abundant in quantity. They 
were uses during the late war with much success, though without the ap¬ 
plication of much skill or attention, and with but small capital. These 
springs are situate in the counties of Clarke and Monroe, and several of 
the best of them near the bank of the Tombeckbe, not exceeding half a 
mile from that river about twenty miles above its confluence with the Ala¬ 
bama, and of course convenient to an extensive water transportation for 
distributing through the state this necessary of life. Every advantage of 
supply for the support of works, is embraced by the situation of these 
springs; and a great extent of vacant well timbered land lies adjacent 
thereto. It is proper also to observe, that the lessee was not prevented 
from carrying into operation his contract from any apprehension that it 
would unprofitable, but for want of means to procure the necessary 
materials for commencing the work. Should it be advisable to have the 
Salt Springs brought into use, it will be necessary to authorize the advance 
of a small sum, to aid in commencing and conducting the necessary works. 

This advance need not exceed five thousand dollars, well secured to 
be reimbursed in two years from the commencement of the work. With 
the aid of this small advance. I have no doubt, the springs may be leas¬ 
ed on very advantageous terms and be extensively productive. 

I am with great respect, &c. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, That said communication, together with the accompan- 
nying document, be referred to a special committee, consisting 
Messrs. Powell, Moore and Murphy, to consider and report thereon 

A bill, to be entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville Library 
Company, was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for 



a third reading to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act to authori- 
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ize administrators to sell land belonging to the estate of their intes¬ 
tate, to which a complete title has not been made, passed December 
27, 1822, was read the second time, and referred to the judiciary 
committee to consider and report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act for the relief of the people of the state of 
Alabama, was read the second time, and referred to a special com¬ 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Hopkins, Crabb and Murphy, to consid¬ 
er and report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act for the foreclosure of mortgages, was read 
the second time, and referred to the judiciary committee, to con¬ 
sider and report thereon. 

Mr. Moore, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, reported 
as correctly enrolled: 

An act to establish the seat of justice in the county of Pike, and for oth¬ 
er purposes; 

An act to provide for contesting the elections of justices of the peace 
and constables; 

An act for the relief of Cynthia J ohnston; 

An act to change the time of holding the county courts of Bibb and 
Pickens counties; 

An act to amend an act, entitled ana ct for the government of the port 
and harbor of Mobile, passed the 23d December, 1822; 

An act to appoint commissioners for the counties of Perry and Marengo, 
to sell and convey town lots at the towns of Marion and Linden, the seats 
of justice thereof, and to erect public buildings in the same; 

An act to alter and amend the existing law concerning strays; and 

An act supplementary to the law respecting garnishment; 

all of which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

A resolution, recommending to the people of the state of Alabama 
an alteration in the constitution of this state, in relation to the tenure 
of the offices of judge of the circuit and county courts, was read the 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to establish the town of Car¬ 
thage, in Tuskaloosa county, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled ana ct restricting officers from taking 
commissioners on costs collected by them on executions, was read the 
third time. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the bill by way of 
rider: "And provided further, That in cases of emergency such offi¬ 
cers may execute process as usual;” which was rejected. 

The question was then put, Shall the bill pass? and determined 
in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House for concurrence. 

A resolution allowing to the solicitor of the first judicial circuit, 
one hundred and fifty dollars in addition to his present salary, for ex¬ 
tra services performed, was read the second time, and ordered, to a 
third reading to-morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 
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Tuesday, December 16. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Crabb, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, to be entitled "An act to amend an act, entitled an act to 
establish a public road from Ditto's Landing to Marston Mead's,” 
reported the same with an amendment: which was concurred in. 

Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Devereux, from the committee of revisal and unfinished bu¬ 
siness of the last session, reported a bill, to be entitled an act to es¬ 
tablish the Limestone Navigation Company ; which was read. 

On motion, the rule which required all bills to be read on the 
several days, was dispensed with., and the bill was read the second 
time, and referred to the committee on inland navigation, to consider 
and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act declaring Jackson's Creek and Tatil- 
labee Creek, in Clarke county, navigable streams, was read the se¬ 
cond time. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend the bill by striking out the words, 
"navigable stream,” and inserting in lieu thereof, the words "pub¬ 
lic highway;” which was carried. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to prevent fraudulent conveyances, 
was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body, that they concur in the amendments made by 
your honorable body to the bill, entitled 

An act to regulate the licensing physicians to practise, and for other 
purposes therein named. 

They insist on all their amendments to the first section of a bill, enti¬ 
tled an act to provide for taking the census. 

They have appointed a committee of conference on their part, consist¬ 
ing of Messrs. Phillips, Philpott, Gayle and Oliver, to meet and confer 
with such committee on said amendments and disagreement, as may be 
appointed by your honorable body. 

On motion, Ordered, That a committee of conference be appoint¬ 
ed on the part of the Senate, consisting of Messrs, Casey, Moore, 
and Murphy, to meet and confer with the one appointed on the part 
of the House of Representatives, upon the subject of disagreement 
between the two Houses, in relation to the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives, to the bill, entitled an act to provide for 
taking the census. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, to be entitled ana ct to repeal in part and amend an act 
entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish a state univer¬ 
sity, passed December 18, 1821, was read the second time, and or¬ 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville 
Library Company, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House for concurrence. 
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An engrossed resolution, proposing an alteration in the Constitu¬ 
tion of this state, in relation to the tenure of the offices of judge of 
the circuit and county courts, was read the third time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to fill the blank in the resolution, where it 
relates to the length of time for which judges shall be elected, with 
the words, "ten years;” which was lost. 

Mr. Bibb moved to fill the blank with "five years;” which was 
also lost. Mr. Wood moved to fill the blank with "four years;” 
which was also lost- Yeas 9, Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Conner M'Camy M'Vay Wood- 9. 

Casey Devereux Metcalf Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats Hopkins Murphy Shackleford 

Armstrong Crabb Moore Powell Sullivan- 10. 

Mr. Wood then moved, to fill the blank with "three years;” 
which was carried. 

The question was then put, "shall the resolution pass?” and de¬ 
cided in the negative. Yeas 10. Nays 9. 

Two thirds of the votes being necessary to pass the resolution., 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Conner Devereux Metcalf Smith 

Casey Crabb M'Camy M'Vay Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats Moore Powell Shackleford- 9. 

Armstrong Hopkins Murphy Sullivan 
So the resolution was rejected. 

A resolution allowing to the solicitor of the first judicial circuit 
one hundred and fifty dollars in addition to his present salary, for ex¬ 
tra services performed, was read the third time. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following amendment to the resolution by 
way of rider, "And be it further resolved, That the solicitor afore¬ 
said, for each and every year, shall be allowed the sum of one hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars for his services rendered in the county courts 
of Mobile county, so long as the county court of said county shall or 
may have criminal jurisdiction;” 

Mr. Powell moved to amend the amendment, by the following; 

"to be paid out of the county treasury;” which was rejected. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Sullivan was then read three se¬ 
veral times and adopted. 

The question was then put, "Shall the resolution pass?” and de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. Yeas 10. Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Conner Hopkins Shackleford 

Armstrong Casey Devereux Murphy Sullivan- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Crabb Metcalf M'Vay Smith 

M'Camy Moore Powell, Wood-8 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Shackleford obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 
"An act to amend an act entitled, an act to regulate the proceed¬ 
ings in the courts of law and equity in this state;” 

Mr. Murphy, a bill to be entitled "An act to amend an act, es¬ 
tablishing superior courts and declaring the powers of territorial 



day of Feb. 1807; 


judges, passed on the 
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Mr. Armstrong, a bill to be entitled, "An act in addition to the 
acts respecting executors, administrators and guardians, all of which 
were read, and ordered to pass to a second reading on to-morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session. 

A bill, entitled "An act to alter the boundary line of J efferson 
countyand 

"An act authorize Sally B. Stevens, administratrix of Henry 
W. Stevens, deceased, to sell real estate were severally read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bill, reported as 
correctly enrolled, 

"An act amendatory to an act, entitled an act to provide for the 
printing the laws and journals, and for other purposes, passed Dec. 

25, 1822;" 

"An act to compel defendants to bills of injunction to give bond 
and security before they shall have the benefit of executions on the 
judgements at law; 

An act to provide for selecting a site for the seat of justice in De¬ 
catur county; 

An act to repeal in part and amend an act to establish a Bank in 
the town of Mobile, passed on the 20th day of Nov. 1818. 

An act authorizing Matthew Harbeson, administrator of Samuel 
Harbeson, deceased, to make conveyance of a certain tract of land 
therein named; 

Resolution requiring the chairman of the committee on enrolled 
bills to preserve the engrossed copies of all acts and joint resolution 
and file them with the Secretary of state; all of which were signed 
by Mr. President. 

A bill entitled an act to amend the charter of the Tombeckbe 
Bank, and an act to authorize the J udge of the county court and the 
commissioners of roads and revenue of Mobile county, to levy an 
extra tax, for the building a Court House and J ail in said county, 
were severally read the second time; and Ordered, to be engrossed 
for a third reading to morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the tax collector of 
Marengo county, was read the second time; 

Mr. Hopkins offered an additional section to the bill, allowing the 
tax collector of Lawrence county until the first day of April next, to 
make his collections and pay the same into the pubic treasury; 
which was adopted. Ordered, That the bill lie on the table. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled An act 
to extend the jurisdiction of the county court of Tuskaloosa county" 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 17. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas 
county, in relation to a certain road, which was read and ordered to 
be referred to the committee roads, bridges and ferries, to consi- 
dere and report thereon. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Madi- 
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son county, praying the repeal of the law in relation to the 16th 
sections in each township, for the use of schools; which was read, 
and ordered to be referred to the committee on schools and colleges, 
and school and college lands to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was refer¬ 
red the bill, entitled "An act for the foreclosure of mortgages, re¬ 
ported the same with an amendmentwhich was concurred in. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled "An act to alter the times of holding courts in the first 
judicial circuit,” asked to be discharged from the further considera¬ 
tion thereof; which was granted. 

Ordered, That it be referred to a special committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Casey, Armstrong and Bibb, to consider and report thereon. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President - I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body, that they have read a third time and passed a 
bill, originating in their House, entitled "An act to divorce Mary H. J udge 
from her husband, W. J udge in which they desire your concurrence. 

They concur in the amendment made by the Senate, to the resolution 
allowing the solicitor of the first judicial circuit, one hundred and fifty 
dollars, in addition to his preset salary, for extra services performed ; 
and have amended the same by striking therefrom the word "fifty,” and 
by adding thereto an additional resolution ; in which amendments they 
desire our concurrence. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of William E. Dupree, reported a bill, to be entitled 
an act to authorize William E. Dupree to emancipate a certain 
slave named Billy ;" which was read, and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Crabb, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
report of the state treasurer, made in obedience to a resolution of 
the Senate, reported a resolution in relation to certain depreciated 
paper in the treasury of this state; which was read, and ordered to 
a 2d reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy, from the committee on schools and colleges, and 
school and college lands, to whom was committed a bill, entitled "An 
act to vest in the judge of the county court, and commissioners of 
roads and revenue of the county of Henry, a certain portion of land 
for county purposes,” reported the same as amended ; which was 
concurred in. 

Ordered, That the bill be made the order of the day for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the trustees Greene Academy, praying that the fines 
and forfeitures accruing the county of Madison, may be appropria¬ 
ted to the benefit of said academy, reported a bill, to be entitled "An 
act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accruing in Madison coun¬ 
ty to the benefit of Green Academy ;" which was read, and order¬ 
ed to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy, from the committee on schools and colleges, and 
school and college lands, to whom was referred the petition of sun¬ 
dry inhabitants of Greene county, praying that law might be pas- 
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sed to authorize the lease for ninety-nine years renewable for¬ 
ever, of the 16th section adjoining the village of Greensborough, and 
suggesting the propriety of a general law for the disposal of the 16th 
sections; and to apply the interest arising from the amount of such 
sale to purposes of education in the several townships in this state, 
Reported, that doubts prevail in regard to the powers of the General 
Assembly to authorize the sale of the 16th sections, or that it is at 
least doubtful in what way these powers ought to be exercised- 
The beneficial application of the 16th sections will always be a mat¬ 
ter of public solicitude, and obtain the mature consideration of every 
succeeding session of the General Assembly. The attention of 
the people also drawn irresistibly to this object, will in due time 
determine what they have power to do, and what ought to be done; 
your committee therefore think it inexpedient, for the present, to 
act on the prayer of the petitioners; which was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, Ordered, That the Senate disagree 
the first amendment made by the House of Representatives, to the 
resolution allowing to the solicitor of the first judicial circuit one 
hundred and fifty dollars, in addition to his present salary, for extra 
services by him performed, by striking out the word "fifty," and 
that they concur in the second amendment made by the House to 
said resolution, by adding thereto an additional resolution. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled "An act to divorce Mary H. J udge from her hus¬ 
band, William J udge, was read the first time, and ordered to a sec¬ 
ond reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Casey presented the petition and remonstrance of sundry in¬ 
habitants of Dallas county, in relation to the state road running from 
Cahawba to Line Creek ; which was read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on roads, bridges and ferries, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Devereux obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act to authorize the administrators of Isaac Edwards, deceased, to 
comply with the contracts made by their intestate, respecting his real 
estate ;" which was read, and ordered to be read the second time on 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan presented the petition of sundry lessees of school 
lands in Perry county ; which was read, and ordered to be referred 
to the committee on schools and colleges, and school and college 
lands, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. M'Camy offered the following resolution: Resolved, That 
the committee of revisal and unfinished business of the last session, 
be instructed to take up the resolution which was laid on the table, 
to go into the election of commissioners to view the line between this 
state and the state of Georgia, and report the same to the Senate, 
which was adopted. 

A bill, entitled "An act to extend the jurisdiction of the coun¬ 
ty court of Tuskaloosa county, was read the second time, and or¬ 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled "An act in addition to the acts respecting execu¬ 
tors, administrators and guardians ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the proceedings 
in the court of law and equity in this state ; and, 

An act to amend an act entitled an act establishing superior courts 
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and declaring the powers of territorial judges, passed on the day 
of February, 1807 ; were severally read the second time, and or¬ 
dered to be referred to the committee on the judiciary, to consider 
and report thereon. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to repeal in part and amend 
an act entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish a State 
University," passed 18th Dec. 1821; 

An act declaring J ackson's creek and Tatillabee Creek in Clarke 
county public highways; 

An act to authorize the judge of the county court and commission¬ 
ers of roads and revenue, of Mobile county, to levy an extra tax for 
the building a court house and jail in said county ; and 

An act to amend the charter of the Tombeckbe Bank; were se¬ 
verally read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that they be sent tot 
the House of representatives for concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to prevent fraudulent con¬ 
veyances, was read the third time, and ordered to be committed to 
a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Powell, Bibb and Deve- 
reux, to consider and report thereon. 

The following written message was received from the Governor, 
byj. J. Pleasants, Esq. secretary of state: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

December 17, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, 

I have received the resignation of Henry Minor, esq. as a trustee 
of the University of Alabama. ISRAEL PI CKENS. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A bill, entitled "An act to amend an act entitled an act to estab¬ 
lish a public road from Ditto's Landing to Marston Meads," was 
read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Powell, from the special committee, to whom was committed 
the bill entitled, an act to prevent fraudulent conveyances, reported 
the same with an amendment; which was concurred in. The bill 
was then passed. Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that 
it be sent to the House for concurrence. 

Mr. Coats offered the following resolution: Resolved, That with 
the concurrence of the House of Representatives, the two houses of 
the General Assembly will convene in the Representative Hall, on 
this day, the 17th inst. at 3 o'clock, P.M. for the purpose of electing 
a State Printer for the current year: and a trustee of the Universi¬ 
ty of Alabama to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Henry Minor, esq. which was adopted. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled, A resolution proposing Gen. Andrew J ackson as a 
suitable candidate for President of the United States; 

A memorial to Congress on the subject of pre-emption rights 

An act to alter the boundary line of Jefferson county; 

An act to authorize Sally B. Stevens, administratrix of Henry W. 
Stevens, deceased, to sell real estate; 

An act to establish the permanent seat of justice in the county of 
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Shelby; all of which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

On motion of Mr. wood, the bill entitled, an act to allow Henry 
Hitchcock, compensation for superintending the printing the digest, 
and making the index for the same, was taken up. 

Mr. Bibb, moved to fill the blank in the bill where it makes an al¬ 
lowance of dollars to Mr. Hitchcock for his services in supre¬ 
intending the printing the digest and making the index for the same, 
and for his expenses in travelling to and from New York, with the 
words "fourteen hundred and twenty-five,” which was lost. 

Mr. Bibb then moved to fill the blank with the words "fourteen 
hundred,” which was also lost. 

Mr. Hopkins moved o fill the blank with the words "thirteen 
hundred," which was lost. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to fill the blank with the words "twelve 
hundred and fifty.” and on the question being put it was determin¬ 
ed in the negative. 

Yeas 7. Nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Moore Murphy Shackleford- 7. 

Armstrong Hopkins 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Coats Devereux M'Vay Smith Wood- 12. 

Conner M'Camy 

Mr. Shackleford moved to fill the blank with the word "twelve 
hundred;” and on the question being put, it was determine din the 
affirmative- Yeas 10, Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Devereux M'Camy Murphy 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins Moore Shackleford- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb M'Vay Smith Wood- 9 

Coats Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Mr. Moore offered an amendment to the bill by way of rider; 
which was read three several time and adopted. 

Mr. Murphy offered the following amendment to the bill by way 
of rider: 

"And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the 
legal representatives of Harry Toulmin, deceased, be allowed the 
sum of dollars for furnishing a table of contents of the Di¬ 
gest of the laws of this state, and for other services;” which was 
read three several times and adopted. 

Mr. Murphy moved to fill the blank in aid amendment, with the 
words "two hundred;” which was lost. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to fill the blank with the words "one hun¬ 
dred and fifty;” which was carried. 

The question was then put, "Shall the bill pass?” and determined 
in the affirmative- Yeas 11, Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Coats Devereux Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins Murphy Sullivan- 11 

Bibb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey M'Camy M'Vay Smith 



Crabb Metcalf Powell Wood- 8. 

So the bill was passed. 
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Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

The following written message was received from the Governor 
by J. J. Pleasants, esquire, secretary of state: 

Executive Department, December 17, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives, 

I lay before you the annual report of the board of trustees of the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama, which they are required by law to make, respecting 
the "financial situation " of the corporation, accompanying which is a 
memorial which the board have directed to be presented to the General 
Assembly. In the two distinct propositions submitted in the memorial, 

1st. Recommending a summary mode for enforcing collections of debts, 
and 

2d. Proposing an amendment in the law, to allow entries after the 
next public sale for not less than the minimum price, all concur in their 
expediency. 

In making this communication I feel it incumbent, as an executive du¬ 
ty, to submit to you a few remarks in relation to a most important branch 
of the trust which is committed to the corporation; and that is, so much 
as respects the land and its proceeds, granted to the state by Congress for 
a permanent endowment. 

After very full meditation upon te fourth condition of the act of Con¬ 
gress granting this literary fund, and upon that section of our Constitution 
confiding its care with the General Assembly as the perpetual guardians 
for its improvement and is permanency, as well as for its faithful appli¬ 
cation; I entertain the most confident belief, that the trust is not only 
most sacred in it character, but also unalienable in the legislature- both 
instruments having very impressively there placed the trust. As regards, 
therefore, this branch of the corporate powers of the trustees, it must be 
always subordinate to the legislative will, and always liable to such change 
as the wisdom of the General Assembly may direct, and ought to be re¬ 
garded as within your peculiar province. This fund being now without 
investment, and affording a seasonable occasion for interposing your coun¬ 
sels, I have thought it proper to submit the opinion here expressed, to 
prevent any supposed doubt on the subject which might be implied from 
any former communication. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

On motion, Ordered, That the communication, together with the 
accompanying documents, lie on the table; and that one hundred 
and fifty copies thereof be printed for the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed a bill, ori¬ 
ginating in their House, entitled an act to divorce Tempy Williams, from 
her husband, George Williams. 

They insist on their amendment to the amendment made by your hon¬ 
orable body, to the resolution allowing the solicitor of the first judicial 
circuit one hundred and fifty dollars, in addition to his present salary, for 
extra services performed, by striking out "fifty dollars." 

They concur in your amendment to a bill, entitled an act to amend an 
act, entitled an act to establish a public road from Ditto's Landing to Mar- 
ston Mead's. 

They concur in the resolution of your honorable body, proposing to 



meet this House at three o'clock this evening, to elect a state printer, 
and trustee of the University ; and have amended the same by striking 
out "3," and inserting "7." I n which they desire your concurrence. 
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On motion of Mr. M'Vay, Ordered, That the Senate recede from 
their disagreement to the amendment made by the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives to their amendment to the resolution, allowing the soli¬ 
citor of the first judicial circuit one hundred and fifty dollars in ad¬ 
dition to his present salary, for extra services performed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendment 
made by the House of Representatives to the resolution proposing 
to go into the election of a state printer, and trustee of the Univer¬ 
sity, at 3 o'clock, by striking out "3," and inserting "7." 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Bibb presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Montgo¬ 
mery county, in relation to the state road; which was read, and or¬ 
dered to be referred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, 
to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. President laid before the Senate the memorial of Edward G. 
Terrell and J ohn D. Terrell, upon the subject of the salt springs in 
this state, which was read, and ordered to be referred to a special 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Armstrong, Moore and Murphy. 

A message was received from the Governor, byj. J. Pleasants, 

Esq. secretary of state, informing the Senate that the Governor did 
on the day approve and sign, 

An act amendatory to an act, entitled an act to provide for the print¬ 
ing of the laws and journals, and for other purposes, passed December 25, 
1822; which originated in the Senate. 

A bill, entitled an act to divorce Tempy Williams from her hus¬ 
band George Williams, was read the first time, and ordered to be 
read the second time to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of Theophilus L. Toulmin, 
late assessor and tax collector of Mobile county ; which was read 
and ordered to be referred to the committee on propositions and 
grievances. 

And then the Senate adjourned till 7 o'clock, P.M. 

7 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have adopted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate, informing them 
that this House is now ready to receive them, in the west ent of the 
Representative Hall, for the purpose of going into the election of a 
state printer, and a trustee of the University for the fifty judicial 
circuit. 

Whereupon, the members of the Senate repaired to the Repre¬ 
sentative Hall, and after having taken the seats assigned them, Mr. 
President arose, and declared the object of the meeting. 

When both Houses proceeded to the election of a state printer, 
William B. Allen and Jonathan Battelle being in nomination. 

For Mr. Allen, 58 votes. 

Mr. Battelle, 14 votes. 



97 


Those who voted for Mr. Allen, are, 

Mr. Casey Wood Gayle M'Lemore Pickett 

Coats Mr. SpeakerGoodhue M'Vay Salter 

Conner Ashley Harvey Moore of Mad. Sims 

Crabb Beck Hill of T. Moore of J. Shotwell 

Devereux Brown Hill of B. Moore of Mar. Sargent 

M'Camy Barclay Harrison M'Laughlin Skinner 

Metcalf Crenshaw Hardwick Manly Tindall 

Moore Creagh King Phillips Vining 

Murphy Dale Lister Philpott Whitaker 

M'Vay Dennis Lanier Powell Weissinger 

Smith Fields M'Connico Peyton Young- 58 

Sullivan Fluker Merriwether 

Those who voted for Mr. Battelle, are, 

Mr. President Fitts Jackson Mead Perkins 

Armstrong Fleming Jones Miller Smith- 14. 

Hopkins Hallett Mardis Oliver 

William B. Allen having a majority of votes, was declared by Mr. 

Speaker to be duly elected state printer. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a trustee of the 
University of Alabama, for the fifth judicial circuit, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Henry Minor, Esquire; 

Doctor David Moore, Isaac J ackson, J ohn M. Taylor, and Francis 
Dancy, being in nomination. 

For David Moore, 29 votes. 

Mr. Jackson, 18. 

Mr. Taylor, 9. 

Mr. Dancy, 18 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Creagh Merriwether Shotwell 

Armstrong M'Camy Dale Moore of Mar. Sargent 

Casey Murphy Fluker Mardis Skinner 

Coats Shackleford Fleming Mead Smith 

Conner Smith Hallett Oliver Young- 29 

Devereux Crenshaw Jones Phillips 

Those who voted for Mr. J ackson, are, 

Mr. Speaker Fields M'Connico Miller Salter 

Ashley Hardwick M'Lemore Peyton Vining 

Beck King Moore of Mad. Pickett Whitaker- 18 
Dennis Lanier M'Laughlin 

Those who voted for Mr. Taylor, are, 

Mr. Powell Wood Gayle Moore of J. Weissinger-9. 

Sullivan Barclay Harrison Sims 

Those who voted for Mr. Dancy, are, 

Mr. Crabb Fitts Hill of B. Manly Powell 

Metcalf Goodhue Jackson Martin Perkins 

M'Vay Harvey Lister Philpott Tindall- 18. 

Brown Hill of T. M'Vay 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, the two Houses 
proceeded to vote a second time for trustee; the same gentlemen 
in nomination, except Mr. Taylor, whose name was withdrawn. 

Second vote- For Mr. Moore, 35. 

Mr. Dancy, 24. 

Mr. Jackson 15. 



Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 



Mr. President 

M'Camy Creagh 

Moore of Mad. 

Shotwell 

Armstrong Murphy Dale Moore of Mar. Sargent 

Casey 

Powell Fluker 

Mardis 

Skinner 

Coats 

Shackleford Fleming 

Mead 

Smith 

Conner 

Sullivan Hallett 

M'Laughlin 

Vining 

Devereux 

Barclay Jones Oliver 

Weissinger 

Hopkins 

Crenshaw Merriwether 

N 

Phillips 

Young- 35. 



98 


Those who voted for Mr. Dancy, are, 

Mr. Crabb Fitts Hill of B. Moore of J. Perkins 

Metcalf Gayle Harrison Manly Sims 

M Vay Goodhue Jackson Martin Tindall 

Wood Harvey Lister Philpott Whitaker 

Brown Hill of T. M'Vay Powell 

Those who voted for Mr. J ackson, are, 

Mr. Smith Beck Hardwick M'Connico Peyton 

Mr. Speaker Dennis King M'Lemore Picket 

Ashley Fields Lanier Miller Salter 

Neither having a majority of the whole number of votes, the two 
Houses proceeded to vote a third time for trustee, the same gentle¬ 
men in nomination, except Mr. J ackson, whose name was withdrawn. 

Third vote- For Mr. Moore, 44. 

Mr. Dancy, 30. 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore, are, 

Mr. President Powell Dale Merriwether Salter 

Armstrong Shackleford Fields Moore of Mad. Shotwell 

Casey Smith Fluker Mardis Sargent 

Coats Sullivan Fleming Mead Skinner 

Conner Mr. Speaker Hallett M'Laughlin Smith 

Devereux Ashley Hardwick Miller Vining 

Hopkins Barclay Jones Oliver Weissinger 

M'Camy Crenshaw King Phillips Young- 44. 

Murphy Creagh M'Connico Peyton 

Those who voted for Mr. Dancy, are, 

Mr. Crabb Dennis Hill of B. M'Vay Powell 

Metcalf Fitts Harrison Moore of J. Pickett 

M'Vay Gayle Jackson Moore of mar. Perkins 

Wood Goodhue Lister Manly Sims 

Beck Harvey Lanier Martin Tindall 

Brown Hill of T. M'Lemore Philpott Whitaker-30. 

David Moore having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared, by Mr. speaker, to be duly elected a trustee of the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resig¬ 
nation of Henry Minor, esquire. 

The elections having been gone through, the Senate withdrew, 
and retires to their own chamber, and Mr. President resumed the 
chair. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 10 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 18. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a 3d time 
and passed a bill, originating in your honorable body, entitled "An 
act to establish the bank of the state of Alabama," and have amen¬ 
ded the same in the following manner: In the 9th section and 2d 
rule by inserting after the word "stock" these words, "at no more 
than two thirds of its value:" in the 21st section, by striking out 
the words "a reasonable time," and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words "sixty days," and by inserting after the words "General As¬ 
sembly these words "and the president or cashier of the bank shall 



give notice in some public paper printed in the town in which the bank 
may be located, stating he amount that each county may be entitled to 
borrow within ten days after the right to borrow in manner of aforesaid 
may arise;" and by an additional proviso thereto. 
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I n the 23d section by adding at the end thereof these words "and 
it shall require a majority of the whole number of votes given to make 
such election;'' and by an additional section: in all of which amend¬ 
ments they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed a bill, originating in 
your honorable body, entitled "An act to establish regular justices' 
courts in this state and have amended the same in the manner 
herewith shown, and also by an additional section: in all of which 
amendments they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was refer¬ 
red the bill, entitled "an act to amend an act entitled an act to es¬ 
tablish superior courts and declaring the powers of the territorial 
judges, Reported, that it is inexpedient to pass the bill,” which was 
concurred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate 
the proceedings in the courts of law and equity in this state, reported 
the same as amended; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the bill: "And 
be it further enacted that the commissioners of revenue and roads 
shall hereafter be exempt from serving on juries, working on roads 
or performing ordinary militia duty, during the time they act as 
such;'' which was adopted. Ordered, That the bill be engross¬ 
ed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled an act in addition to the acts respecting executions, 
administrators and guardians, Reported, that it is inexpedient to 
pass the bill: which was concurred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the same committee to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled "An act to amend an act entitled an act to authorize 
administrators to sell land belonging to the estate of their intestate, 
to which a complete title had not been obtained, passed Dec. 27th 
1822, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Murphy moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
indefinitely postponed: which was lost. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Casey, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled- An act to alter the time of holding courts in the first 
judicial circuit," reported the same as amended ; which was con¬ 
curred in. Ordered, That it be engrossed for a third reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution: Resolved, by the 
Senate, that his Excellency the Governor be requested to furnish 
this House, as early as convenient, the particulars of the contract 
entered into with Mr. Hitchcock, by him for going to New York 
and superintending the printing the Digest, stating the precise time, 
if any was agreed on, for commencing the work; and whether any 
understanding existed with regard to Mr. Hitchcock, being able to 
return in time to attend his circuit; which was adopted. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the 
committee on propositions and grievances, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the taxes, with leave to report to 
this House. And on the question being put on the adoption of said 
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resolution, it was decided in the affirmative- Yeas 13, Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Conner Hopkins M'Vay Smith 

Bibb Crabb M'Camy Powell Wood- 13. 

Casey Devereux Moore 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Metcalf Murphy Shackleford Sullivan- 6 
Coats 

On motion of Mr. Powell, the memorial of the board of trustees, 
received on yesterday, was taken up. 

Ordered, That it be referred to a special committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Powell, M'Vay and Casey, to consider and report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That the memorial, and the 
annual report of the board of trustees be spread upon the journal ; 
which are as follows: CAHAWBA, DEC. 16, 1823. 

To the Honorable, the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, 

The Board of Trustees have proceeded to offer for sale all the Lands, 
of the University in conformity with the law of last session, except small 
tracts at such places as might be deemed eligible sites for the location of 
the University. The report of their secretary, a copy of which is here¬ 
with submitted, will place before you the account of those sales including 
the quantity sold, the quantity remaining unsold, the amount of money 
received, and the amount of bonds for principal and interest, of the in¬ 
stalments remaining unpaid. From which report it will be observed, that 
a large proportion of the lands offered, yet remain unsold- a re-exposure 
of which will be necessary. To avoid the expense of frequently adver¬ 
tising and attending sales, the Board have thought proper to recommend 
to your honorable body, that a law, be enacted authorizing entries to be 
'made of such tracts as do no sell when again offered, under such regula¬ 
tions as may be adopted by the Board ; provided that the minimum shall 
in no case be reduced, and that they shall, in other respects, conform to 
the conditions and restrictions imposed by the existing law. The Board 
regret that it is not in their power to furnish an account of all dues for 
rents: some lands having been subsequently rented out by the superin¬ 
tending Trustees, that could not be rented when publicly offered; the 
returns of which have not yet been recovered. They will also remark, 
that of the debts of this description, many of those contracted previous to 
the formation of this Board, are due from persons who are unable to dis¬ 
charge them. In guard more effectually against future losses from this 
cause, the would respectfully recommend the enactment of such laws as 
you may deem expedient for the more speedy and certain collection of 
all debts due on account of the University. 

The report of the secretary will acquaint your honorable body fully 
with the amount of all disbursements which have been authorized, in¬ 
cluding those which had been ordered by the General Assembly, and such 
as have been subsequently ordered by the Board since its organization. 

The Trustees have yet made no investment of the funds entrusted to 
them, farther them to require of their agents an exchange of the notes of 
banks received by them when practicable without loss, for specie or the 
notes of the Bank of the United States; which has in part been effected 
or is in progress, ad this yet remains in their hands. The Treasurer 
has, however, submitted his bond with such security as the Board deemed 
sufficient, and will hereafter afford a safe deposite for the funds of the 
institution. The Board have in contemplation, previous to their final 



adjournment, to provide for some permanent, secure, and profitable in¬ 
vestment of the funds on hand, either in the stocks of the General Goven- 
ment or otherwise, according to law. 
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Your honorable body must be apprized that is has not been in the pow¬ 
er of the Board to make any application of the funds to the construction 
of the necessary buildings for the University, in consequence of the failure 
on the part of the Legislature, to select a site at its last session, the pro¬ 
priety or policy of this delay, they do not presume to question, and can 
only add, that they shall at all times hold themselves in readiness, and 
will with pleasure proceed to the discharge of this part of their duty when 
it may be deemed expedient by the Legislature to make such selection. 

By order of the Board of Trustees of the University of Alabama. 

ISRAEL PI CKENS, President of the Board. 

To the President of the Board of Trustees- SI R, 

I n conformity with your request, I submit a statement of the number of 
acres of University Lands soldthe number of acres unsold the amount 
of cash received, being the first instalment-— the balance due — and the 
amount due in the Interest Bonds- the amount of notes -- the amount of dis¬ 
bursements — to whom, and for what. 


Places 
of sale 
Sold 

acres hths 
Unsold 
acre hths 
1st I nstalment 
rec'd in cash. 
Dollars cents 
Bal. due 

Dolls, cts. 
am't due on 
I n's Bonds 
Dolls, cts 
Total am't 
cash & bonds 
Cahawba, 

278 94 

1185 49 
3556 48 
853 56 

Claiborne, 

1322 23 

5619 43 
16858 30 
4040 40 

Tuskaloosa, 
1327 55 


6377 89 
19133 66 



4587 96 


Bog spring, 
1991 39 

9325 96 
27977 94 
6714 78 

Montevallo, 


Lot 51, 

80 00 

1223 88 
3566 62 


5000 10 
41030 
23732 66 
71093 02 
1696 70 
111022 38 


Amount of cash received by the Treasurer of the State 
Amount of notes formerly taken by commissioners, delivered 
over to the president & placed into the hands of the several trus¬ 
tees as provided for in the ordinance of J une 1823. Total am't. 


5944 46 


19605 01 


Amount of University Funds. Total, 136571 85 

Claims allowed by the Board of Trustees at their Dec'r Session, A.D. 1822 
1822, Dec. 26, R. B. Brickell for adv. sales of University lands, 10 00 

Quin Morton, agent for examining the seminary lands and 
reporting 75 00 

Thos. Davenport, for printing Ordinances and J ournals 
at Tuskaloosa, and for advertising 
W. B. Allen for advertising sales &c. including &8 to the 
Nashville and Claiborne printers 
Thos. Owen, for examining and reporting as agent, and 
also for services rendered in selecting lands, 

M.D. Williams, for services allowed by resolution of 
Board at the Dec. session 1822, at Cahawba, 

Thomas Eastin for advertising sales of University land 


40 

00 


53 

00 



95 

00 

50 

00 



12 

50 




Israel Pickens, President of the Board of Trustees, &c. 
the amount paid by him to Geo. S. Gaines, for Seal 
for the University, 50 00 

M.D. Williams, for his services as Secretary of the Board 

of Trustees at their April session, Tuskaloosa, 50 00 

28, Quin Morton, for examining and selecting Seminary lands 45 00 
31, P. Bertrand, for adv. University lands in Florence Gazette 12 50 
1823, J une 10, Constantine Perkins, for laying out roads thro' sec. 

23, near Tuskaloosa and lost on said section agreea¬ 
bly to 7th section of the ordinance 26th Dec. 1822, 40 00 

533 60 
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Claims allowed by the Board of Trustees at their J une session 
1823, J une 12, Thos. L. M'Gehee, for surveying and plating lands 

leased near Tuskaloosa, 43 00 

13, Wm. T. Gamble, for carrying chain and crying sales 

Montevello, 11 00 

Ware & walker's account for surveying lots and setting 

up stakes at Montevallo, 35 00 

William T. Gamble, for surveying reserve at Wilson's 

Hill, and making plats, 45 00 

R. B. Brickell for advertising salves of University lands 10 00 

Thos. Wiggins, for sending to Cahawba for maps & papers 

of the University, to enable the Com'rs to lease lands 15 00 
Atherton Penniman, for printing blanks, &c. for Univer¬ 
sity land lease, 23 00 

Ferdinand Sannoner, for services rendered in making out 
plats containing all the University lands, and for sur¬ 


veying section 4 township 4, range 11 west, 70 00 

16, W. B. Allen, for adv. sale and lease of University lands, 26 00 

Dec. Matt Gayle, for services rendered as secretary of the 

Board of Trustees during their J une session, 1823, 100 00 


$398 00 

Accounts ordered by the President of the Board to be paid by virtue of Ordi- 
1823, nances, &c. 

J an. 2, Ginn & Curtis, for books furnished trustees of the University 18 00 
W. B. Allen, for printing done Board Trustees in Dec. 1821 120 00 

Mar 22, - for printing ordinances, adv. lands to rent, and 

sales of lots Wilson's Hill, and other printing in Jan. & Feb. 1823, 46 00 

May 12, Wm. Cline, editor Columbian Telescope, for publishing 

sales University lands, 7 00 

J une 13, Edmund Lane, for his services as agent in examining 


University lands, 43 lands, 215 00 


$406 00 

1822 Old disbursements from the University funds prior to the 

granting of control over these funds to the Trustees, 856 72 

1823,Claims allowed by the Comptroller under the act of 31st 

December, 1822, 515 32 


$1778 04 

1822 & 1823, Trustees* if the University, for their services, $1359 14 

RECAPITULATION. 

Capital Stock- Consisting of 41,080 acres of land unsold. 

Cash, being the 1st instalment on 5010 x h acres of land sold 23,732 66 

Bonds, being the 2d, 3d and 4th instalments on 5010 x h acres 

of land sold, 71,093 02 


Total $94,825 68 


Available Funds- Consisting of cash on hand, 1 875 67 

of bonds for rents now due. 19,605 02 

of bonds for interest on 2d, 3d & 4th instal¬ 
ments for lands sold not due, 


16,196 70 









37,677 39 


Grand Total $132,503 07 

To which may be added, bonds for rents the present year, 
not yet returned MATT GAYLE, 

Dec. 16, 1823. Secretary of the Board Trustees. 

* Note. The President considering his connexion with the corporation as ex- 
offico attached to his executive office, claims no compensation. 
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On motion of Mr. Crabb, the bill entitled, an act explanatory of 
the several acts now in force in this state to suppress duelling was 
taken up. Mr. Powell moved, that the further consideration of the 
bill be indefinitely postponed; which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, that the bill entitled, an act to es¬ 
tablish regular J ustices' courts in this state, together with the amend¬ 
ments made by the House of Representatives, thereto lie on the table. 

Ordered, That the bill entitled, an act to establish the Bank of the 
state of Alabama, together with the amendments made thereto by 
the House of Representatives, lie on the table. 

A bill entitled, an act to divorce Tempy Williams from her hus¬ 
band George Williams; and 

An act divorcing Mary H. J udge from her husband Wm. J udge, 
were severally read the 2d time, and Ordered to be referred to the 
committee on divorce and alimony, to consider and report thereon 

A bill entitled, an act to vest in the J udge of the county court and 
commissioners of revenue and roads of Henry county, a certain por¬ 
tion of land for county purposes, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill entitled, an act to authorize Wm. E. Dupree to emancipate 
a certain slave named Billy. 

An act to authorize the administrators of Isaac Edwards, deceas¬ 
ed to comply with the contracts, made by their intestate, respecting 
his real estate; and 

An act to appropriate the fines and forfeitures, accruing in Madi¬ 
son county, to the benefit of Greene Academy, were severally read a 
second time, & Ordered, to be engrossed, for a 3d reading to-morrow. 

A resolution in relation to certain depreciated paper in the Trea¬ 
sury of this state, was read the 2d time, and Ordered to be committed 
to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Sullivan, Murphy and 
M'Vay to consider and report thereon. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act extending the jurisdiction ofTus- 
kaloosa county, was read the 3d time, and Ordered, to lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act for the foreclosure of mort¬ 
gages, was read the third time; and on the question being put 
"Shall this bill pass?" it was determined in the affirmative. 

Yeas 15, Nays 3 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Conner Hopkins Moore Shackleford 

Bibb Crabb M'Camy M'Vay Tindall 

Casey Devereux Metcalf Powell Wood-15. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Murphy Sullivan- 3. 

So the bill was passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr .Coats, the bill entitled "An act for the relief of 
the tax collector of Marengo county," was taken up. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to the bill: "And be 
it further enacted, that the provisions of the second section of this 
act shall extend to the tax collectors of Lauderdale and Limestone 
counties, under the same restrictions that it does to the tax collec¬ 
tor of Lawrence county ;" which was adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill be again laid on the table. 
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On motion of Mr. Casey, the bill entitled "an act to establish the 
bank of the state of Alabama,” was taken up. 

Ordered, That the Senate concur in all the amendments made by 
the House of Representatives thereto: and that the secretary ac- 
quanit the House therewith. 

And then the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o' 

clock. 

Friday, December 19. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, 
to inform your honorable body, that they concur in the amendment 
made by your honorable body, to the bill, to be entitled "An act to 
vest in the judge of the county court and commissioners of roads and 
revenue of the county of Henry, a certain portion of land for county 
purposes;” 

They have adopted the following resolution: Resolved, with the 
concurrence of the Senate, that the two Houses assembly in the 
Representative Chamber, to-morrow at one o'clock, P.M. for the 
purpose of electing a judge of the fifth judicial circuit; and be it 
further resolved, that the west end of the House be set apart for the 
reception of the Senate; in which resolution they desire your con¬ 
currence. 

They have appointed on their part, a joint committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Mead, Gayle, Moore, of Marion, Haines and Tindall, to 
act with such committee as may be appointed by your honorable bo¬ 
dy, on a memorial presented to their House by Edward G. Terrell 
and J ohn D. Terrell: in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the joint committee, to whom was referred a 
resolution on that subject, reported a resolution concerning the dis¬ 
trict court of the United States; which was read, and ordered to be 
read the second time on to-morrow. 

A message was received from the Governor, byj. J. Pleasants, 
Esq. secretary of state, informing the Senate that he did, on the 17th 
inst. approve and sign. 

An act authorizing Matthew Harbeson, administrator of Samuel 
Harbeson deceased, to make conveyance of a certain tract of land 
therein named; 

An act to repeal in part and amend an act to establish a bank in 
the town of Mobile, passed on the 20th day of November in the year 
1818; 

An act to provide for selecting the seat of justice in Decatur 
county ; 

An act to compel defendants to bills of injunction, to give bond 
and security before they shall have the benefit of executions on their 
judgements at law; 

Resolution requiring the chairman of the committee on enrolled 
bills, to preserve the engrossed copies of all acts and joint resolu¬ 
tions, and file them with the secretary of state ; all of which origi¬ 
nated in the Senate. 

The following communication was also received form the Go¬ 
vernor, by J. J. Pleasants: 
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Executive Department, Dec. 18th, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, 

I have received this day the resignation of the honorable Clement C. 
Clay, a J udge of the Supreme Court, and presiding J udge of the 5th J u- 
dicial circuit. ISRAEL PICKENS. 

The following communication was also received from the Governor by 
Mr. Pleasants, Executive Department, Dec. 19, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate- In compliance with the resolution of the Sen¬ 
ate of yesterday's date, requesting early information of "the particulars 
of the contract entered into with Mr. Hitchcock for going to New-York, 
for superintending the printing of the digest- stating the precise time, if 
any was agreed on, for commencing the word, and whether any under¬ 
standing existed with regard to Mr. Hitchcock's being able to return in 
time to attend his circuit." I have the honor to inform you, that no ex¬ 
press stipulation was made with the superintendent as to service, nor as 
to the time requisite for the performance of the duty, excepting so far as 
might be inferred from the contract and bond of Mr. E. Curtis, engaging 
to deliver the work complete at this place on or before the first day of 
November; and from the sanguine expressions of the last named gentle¬ 
man, anticipating great despatch in the execution of the printing:- He 
indeed expressed the belief, that on the event of a loss of the work on 
its passage, a second set of copies could be furnished in time to save his 
contract. 

From the prospect thus presented, I have no doubt, that Mr. Hitchcock 
expected to be employed a touch shorter time than he was eventually re¬ 
quired. I ndeed it is not credible, that he undertook this task with the 
expectation of losing his fall circuit. No appropriation having been made 
by law toward the expenses of the superintendent, I stipulated in the in¬ 
crease of the proportion payable in advance on Mr. Curtis' contract, for 
the accommodation of J udge Toulmin, who was expected to set out for 
New York, to superintend the printing, by means of a loan by Mr. Cur¬ 
tis to the J udge out of this advance of the sum of $1000, to be afterwards 
refunded out the compensation, to be allowed for superintendence by 
legislature. 

J udge Toulmin having declined the superintendence in march last- 
Mr. Curtis communicated to me the probable willingness of Mr. Hitch¬ 
cock to undertake this service as he was then about to proceed to the city 
of Washington on Business. I need not observe that at this juncture, I 
deemed it a fortunate incident to find so competent a successors to the o- 
riginal superintendent, ready for entering on the duty. I n my appoint¬ 
ment of this gentlemen, he was referred to Mr. Curtis for the necessary 
arrangements, without any specific terms of engagement, being aware that 
he had to depend on the justice and liberality of the Legislature for his 
compensation. I hope, that in this reliance his just expectations will not 
be disappointed. 

There is no doubt, but this employment, and the length of time, to 
which it was protracted, had resulted in a considerable sacrifice to him by 
the neglect of professional business. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient, 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, That the communication lie on the table. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee on inland navigation, to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled an act to incorporate the Lime¬ 
stone Navigation Company, reported the same with sundry amend¬ 
ments: which were concurred in. 



Ordered, That the bill engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
0 
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Mr. Sullivan presented the account of Jesse Nave, sheriff of Per¬ 
ry county, against the state; which was referred to the committee 
on accounts. 

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That no new matter shall be introduced in this House 
during the present session, (except business in the hand of the se¬ 
veral committees,) after next Tuesday; which was adopted. 

Mr. M'Camy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act to amend the tenth section of an act, supplementary to an act to 
establish a State University, passed December 18, 1821; which was 
read, and ordered to be read the second time on to morrow. 

Mr. Shackleford moved to amend the resolution from the House 
of Representatives, proposing to go into the election of a judge of 
the 5th judicial circuit, at "one o'clock" this evening, by striking 
out "one," and inserting "seven;” which was carried. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, appointing a committee on their 
part, to act with such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the Senate, on the memorial of Edward G. Terrell and J ohn D. 

Terrell: Whereupon, Messrs. Armstrong, Wood and Murphy, were 
appointed a committee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Moore, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, reported 
as correctly enrolled: 

"An act to regulate escheats in this state, and to appoint escheat- 
ors;” and' 

"An act establishing a certain county therein named 
were singed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Hopkins obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act appointing commissioners to improve the navigation of the Ten¬ 
nessee River; which was read, and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee of conference appointed on the 
part of this House, to confer with the committee appointed on the 
part of the House of Representatives, on the subject matter of disa¬ 
greement between the two Houses, on a bill providing for taking the 
census, Reported, "that they have had a meeting, and have agreed 
to recommend to their respective Houses, the adoption of the follow¬ 
ing resolution. 

They recommend to the Senate ot recede from their disagreement 
to the striking out the 4th section of said bill. 

They further recommend to the Senate to adhere to their disa¬ 
greement to the striking out of the latter part of the second section 
relating to the oath to be administered to the persons giving in the 
number of their families;” which was concurred in. 

Mr. Devereux presented the account of John H. Stone, sheriff of 
Covington county, against the state, for conveying the return of 
the election for a representative to Congress, to Claiborne ; which 
was referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act to authorize a lottery, to aid in the improvement of the naviga¬ 
tion of Indian Creek ; which was read, and ordered to be read a se¬ 
cond time to-morrow. 
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Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to furnish this House a 
list of all moneys which have been drawn from the contingent fund, 
to whom paid, and for what object; which adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, the bill, entitled an act to establish 
certain election precincts therein named, was taken up. 

Mr. Sullivan offered an amendment to it by way of rider, provi¬ 
ding for the establishment of an election precinct at the house of 
John Gray, on the Coosa ; which was read three several times and 
adopted. 

The bill was then passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Represent¬ 
atives therewith. 

Mr. Murphy, from the special committee, to whom was commit¬ 
ted the bill, entitled an act for the relief of the people of the state of 
Alabama, reported the same with sundry amendments. 

Ordered, That the bill, together with the amendments, lie on the 

table. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed a bill, ori¬ 
ginating in their House, entitled an act to divorce Sarah Ann Newman 
from her husband Francis Newman; in which they desire your concur¬ 
rence. 

They concur in the amendment made by your honorable body to the 
resolution of the House, proposing to go into the election of a judge of 
the fifth judicial circuit to day at one o'clock, by striking out "one," and 
inserting "seven." 

Mr. Wood moved, that the bill, entitled an act for the more sure 
and speedy trial of persons charged with misdemeanors, and the re¬ 
port made thereon by the judiciary committee, be taken up; and on 
the question being put, it was determined in the affirmative. 

Yeas 10. Nas 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. Conner Devereux Metcalf Shackleford Sullivan 

Crabb M'Camy M'Vay Smith Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Coats Moore Powell- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Murphy 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the Senate concur in the report of the 
judiciary committee thereon, reported it inexpedient to pass the 
bill; which was carried. 

Yeas 11. Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Crabb Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats Hopkins Murphy Sullivan- 11. 

Bibb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Conner M'Camy M'Vay Smith Wood- 7. 

Devereux Metcalf 

So the report was concurred in. 

Mr. Conner moved, that the bill, entitled an act to establish regu¬ 
lar justices' courts in this state, be taken up; and on the question 
being put, it was determined in the affirmative. 



Yeas 11 Nays 8. 
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The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, 

Mr. Bibb Crabb M'Camy Shackleford Sullivan 

Casey Devereux Metcalf Smith Wood- 11. 

Conner 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats Moore M'Vay 

Armstrong Hopkins Murphy Powell- 8. 

So the bill was taken up. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the 1st, 2d, 3d, 

5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 15th and 16th amendments made by 
the House of Representatives to said bill. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate disagree to the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives to said bill, by striking out 
the 8th, 9th and 10th section, and by striking out the word "three" 
in the 5th line of the 12th section, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word "twenty." 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the Senate concur in the amendment 
made by the House of Representatives to said bill, by adding there¬ 
in the following additional section: 

"And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be so con¬ 
strued as to prevent either party from appealing from the court hereby 
established, to the county or circuit court, under the same rules and re¬ 
strictions, that govern appeals from justices of the peace to said courts." 

And on the question being put, on concurring in said amendment, 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

Yeas 12. Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb Murphy Powell Sullivan 

Armstrong Hopkins M'Vay, Shackleford Wood- 12. 

Coats Moore 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner M'Camy Metcalf Smith- 7. 

Casey Devereux 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. M'Vay moved that the bill, together with the amendments, 
lie on the table until the first day of March next; and on the ques¬ 
tion being put, it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 8. Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins M'Vay 

Armstrong Crabb Moore Shackleford- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Devereux Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Casey M'Camy Murphy Smith Wood- 11. 

Conner 

Ordered, That the bill lie on the table for the present. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

3 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey offered the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate, that a clerk be employed to copy the 
journals of this House for publication, and that the Senate will elect 
the clerk this evening, at o'clock, and that dollars be 
allowed as a compensation for said services ; which was ordered to 



lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to authorize William E. Dupree 
to emancipate a certain slave named Bill; and 
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An act to appropriate the fines and forfeitures accruing in Madi¬ 
son county, to the benefit of Greene Academy, were severally read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the titles be as aforesaid, and that they be sent to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Ordered, That the engrossed bill, entitled an act to authorize the 
administrators of Isaac Edwards, deceased, to comply with the con¬ 
tracts made by their intestate respecting his real estate, be laid on 
the table till to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to alter the times of holding 
courts in the first judicial circuit, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be an act to alter the times of holding 
courts in the 1st, 2d and 6th judicial circuits ; and that it be sent to 
the House for concurrence. 

Mr. Moore, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, reported 
as correctly enrolled. 

An act to amend an act, entitled an act to establish a public road 
from Ditto's Landing to Marston Mead's: 

An act to vest in the judge of the county court and commissioners 
of roads and revenue of Henry county to certain portion of land for 
county purposes ; 

Resolution allowing the solicitor of the first judicial circuit, one 
hundred and fifty dollars in addition to his present salary, for extra 
services performed ; and 

An act to establish the Bank of the State of Alabama. All of 
which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act 
to regulate the proceedings in the courts of law and equity in this 
state, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Mr. Shackleford having voted in the majority, moved to reconsid¬ 
er the vote of the Senate, on postponing indefinitely the bill, entitled 
an act explanatory of the several acts now in force in this state to 
suppress duelling ; which was carried. 

Ordered, That the bill lie on the table till to-morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned till 7 o'clock this evening. 

7 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President - The House of Representatives have adopted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate be informed that this House is now 
ready to receive them, to go into the election of a judge of the fifth 
judicial circuit, and that the west end of the Hall is assigned for 
their reception. 

Whereupon, the members of the Senate repaired to the House 
of Representatives, and having taken their seat, Mr. President arose, 
and announced the object of the meeting. 

When both Houses proceeded to the election of judge of the 
fifth judicial circuit, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
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nation of the Honorable Clement C. Clay ; Henry Minor, Esquire 
and General William I. Adair, being in nomination. 

For Mr. Minor, 40. 

Mr. Adair, 35. 

Those who voted for Mr. Minor, are, 

Mr. President Murphy Dennis M'Connico Phillips 

Bibb Powell Fields Merriwether Perkins 

Casey Shackleford Fitts M'Lemore Sims 

Coats Smith Fluker Moore of mar. Shotwell 

Conner Sullivan Hill of T. Mardis Sargent 

Hopkins Wood Harrison Mead Skinner 

Metcalfe Crenshaw Jones M'Lauglin Vining 

Moore Creagh Lister Martin Weissinger- 40. 

Those who voted for Gen. Adair, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Beck Harvey M'Vay Peyton 

Crabb Brown Hill of B. Moore of Mad. Pickett 

Devereux Barclay Haines Moore of J. Salter 

M'Camy Dale Hardwick Manly Smith 

M'Vay Fleming Jackson Miller Tindall 

Mr. Speaker Goodhue King Philpott Whitaker- 35. 

Ashley Hallett Lanier Powell 

Henry Minor, Esquire, having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly and con¬ 
stitutionally elected judge of the fifth judicial circuit, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. C. C. Clay. 

The election having been completed, the Senate withdrew and 
retired to their own Chamber, and Mr. President resumed the chair. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Saturday, December 20. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
whom was referred the petition of Theophilus L. Toulmin, tax collec¬ 
tor of Mobile county for the year 1822, Reported, "That they have 
had the same, together with the accompanying documents, under 
consideration, and they find that Mr. Toulmin has been sued and a 
judgement obtained on the part of this state for the amount of taxes 
due, together with 15 per cent, damage for his delay ; and as no 
good cause has been shewn to your committee for legislative inter¬ 
ference, they think it inexpedient to stop the necessary course of 
justice which was concurred in. 

Mr. Murphy, from the committee on schools and colleges and 
school and college lands, to whom was referred the memorial of sun¬ 
dry persons, lessees of the 16th section, 

Reported, That they have had the memorial under consideration, 
and deem it inexpedient to interfere in the contracts made by the 
said lessees, with the commissioners or agents of schools for their 
respective township;” which was concurred in. 

Mr. Murphy, from the same committee, to whom was referred sun¬ 
dry petitions, reported a bill, to be entitled an act in relation to the 
sixteenth sections; which was read, and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

Mr. Murphy presented the memorial of a committee appointed 
at a meeting of sundry inhabitants of Alabama, at Cahawba, on the 



subject of connecting the waters of Tennessee and the western part 
of Virginia, with those of Alabama ; which was read, and ordered to 
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be referred to the committee on inland navigation, to consider and 
report thereon. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have concurred in 
the report of the joint committee on the subject of the disagreement 
between the two Houses, on the amendments to the bill, entitled an 
act to provide for taking the census. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
to declare Bassett's Creek, in Clark county, a navigable stream ; 
which was read, and ordered to a 2d reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act to authorize Richard Inge and Green Hill, executors of the 
last will and testament of J ohn J. I nge, deceased, to sell and con¬ 
vey real estate which was read, and ordered to a second reading 
on Monday next. 

A bill, entitled "An act to authorize a lottery to aid in the im¬ 
provement of the navigation of Indian Creek,” was read the second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 3d reading on Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives, have read three 
times, and adopted "Resolutions proposing certain amendments to 
the constitution of the state of Alabama;” in which they desire your 
concurrence. 

On motion the bill, entitled an act to establish regular justices' 
courts in this state, was taken up. 

Mr. M'Camy moved that the bill, together with the amendments 
made thereto by the House of Representatives, lie on the table till 
the first day of the next session of the General Assembly ; which 
was lost- Yeas 9, Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Moore M'Vay- 9. 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Murphy 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner Metcalf Shackleford Sullivan 

Casey Devereux Powell Smith Wood-10. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate disagree to the amendment 
made by the House of Representatives to said bill, by striking out 
the word "twenty” in the fifth section, and inserting the word 
"fifty.” Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message was received from the Governor informing the Senate, 
that he did on this day approve and sign, 

An act to regulate escheats in this state, and to appoint eschea- 
tors; and 

An act to establish the bank of the state of Alabama ; both of which 
originated in the Senate. 

The following communication was also received from the Governor by 
J. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of state: 

Executive Department, Dec. 20th, 1823 

Gentlemen of the Senate- I herewith return to the Senate, in which it 
originated, the bill entitled, 'An act establishing a certain county therein 
named,' with my objection, which has compelled me no to approve it. 

The only objection is, that after minute examination both of the map 



of that portion of the state, and of those best acquainted with the topogra- 
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phy of the country, it is evident, that the formation of the county, propos¬ 
ed, according to the boundaries expressed in the bill, will reduce the coun¬ 
ty of Jefferson, from which in part it is taken, to a considerably less con¬ 
tent than nine hundred square miles. The 16th section of the 6th arti¬ 
cle of the constitution prohibits such reduction. ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, that the communication lie on the table. 

Mr. Devereux offered the following resolution: Resolved, with 
the concurrence of the House of Representatives, that the Senate 
will convene in the Representative Chamber, at the house of three 
o'clock on this day, for the purpose of locating the bank of the state 
of Alabama. 

Mr. Bibb moved that the resolution lie on the table till the first 
of J anuary next; which was lost- Yeas 7, Nays 12. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Powell Shackleford- 7. 

Bibb Hopkins 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Conner Metcalf Murphy Sullivan 

Casey Devereux Moore Smith Wood- 12 

Coats M'Camy 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out the word "three," in said 
resolution, and insert "seven," which was carried. 

Ordered, That the resolution lie on the table. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Three o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The question was put on the passage of the bill, entitled "An act 
establishing a certain county therein named which was returned 
to the Senate this day by the Governor, with his reasons for with¬ 
holding his approval therefrom, and decided in the negative- 
Nays 17. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats M'Camy M'Vay Smith 

Armstrong Conner Metcalf Powell Sullivan 
Bibb Crabb Moore Shackleford Wood- 17. 

Casey Devereux 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. President laid before the Senate the following communication from 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts. Comptroller's Office, Dec. 19, 1823. 

Sir, I n obedience to a resolution of the Senate, of the 20th ult. requir¬ 
ing the Comptroller of public accounts, to cause to be laid before that 
body, "a consolidated return of the respective objects of taxation embra¬ 
ced in the revenue bill for the present year, together with a return of the 
amount derived from each object in the several counties in this state," I 
have the honor to present the enclosed paper marked (A) 

Not being able, from the press of my other official business, to devote 
but a small portion of my own time to this duty ; I regret that the accom¬ 
plishment of this return has been necessarily delayed to so late a period 
of the session. I have the honor to be very respectfully your ob't serv't. 

SAMUEL PICKENS 
Hon. Nicholas Davis, President of the Senate, 

Ordered, That said communication, together with the accompa¬ 
nying document, lie on the table. 

Resolutions proposing certain alterations to the constitution of 



the state of Alabama, were read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading on Monday next. 
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On motion of Mr .Casey, the resolution proposing to go into the 
location of the bank of the state of Alabama, was taken up & adopted. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled "An act appointing commissioners to improve the 
navigation of the Tennessee River," was read the second time, and 
ordered to be referred to the committee on inland navigation, to 
consider and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled "An act to amend the tenth section of an 
act entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish a State Uni¬ 
versity, passed December 18, 1821,” was read the second time, 
and ordered to be referred to the committee on schools an colleges, 
and school and college lands, to consider and report thereon. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third time 
and passed a bill originating in their House, entitled, an act to divorce 
Margaret Toney, from her husband Charles Toney, in which they desire 
your concurrence. The bill was then read a firs time, and ordered to 
a second reading on Monday next. 

A resolution concerning the district court of the United States, 
was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday next. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to incorporate the Limestone 
Navigation Company;” was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A bill, entitled "An act divorcing Sarah Ann Newman, from her 
husband Francis Newman;” was read the second time, and ordered 
to be referred to the committee on divorce and alimony, to consid¬ 
er report thereon. 

A bill, entitled "An act explanatory of the several acts now in 
force in this state to suppress duelling,” was read the third time, 
amended by way of rider, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

An engrossed bill, entitled "An act to authorize the administra¬ 
tion of Isaac Edwards, deceased to comply with the contracts made 
by their intestate respecting his real estate,” was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled "An 
act establishing a certain county therein named ; which was read: 
on motion, the rule which requires all bills to be read on three seve¬ 
ral days was dispensed with, and the bill was read the second and 
third time forthwith, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives concur in the re¬ 

solution of your honorable body, proposing to go into the balloting 
for the locating of the Bank of the State of Alabama, this evening 
at seven o'clock. 
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The bill, entitled "An act for the relief of the tax collector of 
Marengo county,” was taken up. 

Mr. Moore offered an additional section, as an amendment to the 
bill, for providing for the relief of the tax collector of Madison 
county ; which was adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill be again laid on the table. 

On motion, Ordered, That the military committee be discharged 
form the further consideration of the bill, entitled "An act to alter 
and amend an act to revise, consolidate and amend the several acts, 
relative to the militia of this state, passed at Cahawba, on the 31st 
day of December, 1822." 

Mr. Powell offered an additional section as an amendment to the 
bill; which was adopted. Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

And then the senate adjourned till 7 o'clock P.M. 

7 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk 
Mr. President, the House of Representatives have adopted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, that the Senate be informed that this House is now ready to 
receive them in the west end of the Representative Hall, to proceed to 
the location of the State Bank: Whereupon, the members of the Senate, 
repaired to the Hall of the House of Representatives, an after having ta¬ 
ken their seats, Mr. President arose, and announced the object of the 
meeting, when the two houses proceeded by voting viva voce to the se¬ 
lection of a site for the location of the Bank of the State of Alabama- 
The Seat of Government, Florence, Tuskaloosa, and Mobile being proposed, 

"The Seat of Government" received 42 votes, 

Florence - 19 

Tuskaloosa- 9 

Mobile - 6 

Those who voted for locating the Bank at The Seat of Government, are, 

Mr. Bibb (Reps.) Dennis M'Connico Salter 

Casey Mr. Speaker Fields Merriwether Sims 

Coats Adair Fitts M'Lemore Shotwell 

Conner Ashley Fluker Moore, of Mar. Sargent 

Devereux Beck Gayle M'Laughlin Skinner 

Metcalf Barclay Harvey Miller Vining 

Murphy Crenshaw Hill, of Bibb Phillips Weissinger- 42 

Smith Creagh Haines Peyton 

Sullivan Dale Lister Pickett 

Those who voted for locating the Bank at Florence, are, 

Mr. President Mr. Fleming King Manly Smith 

Hopkins Goodhue M'Vay Martin Whitaker 

M'Camy Jackson Moore, of Mad Philpott Young- 19 

M'Vay Jones Mead Powell 

Those who voted for locating the Bank at Tuskaloosa are, 

Mr. Crabb Wood Hill of T. Lanier Tindall-9 

Powell Brown Harrison Perkins 

Those who voted for Mobile, are 

Mr. Armstrong Shackleford Hallett Moore, of J. Mardis- 6 

Moore 

"The seat of government," having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes ; was declared by Mr. Speaker, to be duly select- 



ed as the site for the location of the Bank of the State of Alabama. 

The object of the meeting having been accomplished, the Sen¬ 
ate withdrew, and returned to their own chamber, and Mr. Presi¬ 
dent resumed the chair. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o'cloc 
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Monday, December 22. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas 
county, in relation to a certain part of the state road, running through 
said county; which was read, and ordered to be referred to the 
committee on roads, bridges and ferries, to consider and report 
thereon. 

Mr. Wood presented the account of Thadeus A. Reed, jailer of 
Jefferson county; which was ordered to be referred to the committee 
on accounts, to consider and report thereon. 

The following written communication was received from the Governor 
byj. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of state: 

Executive Department Dec. 22, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate- In compliance with your resolution of Satru- 
day last. I have the honor to lay before you the statement of the Comp¬ 
troller, shewing the several sums drawn from the contingent fund within 
the year just ending. Your most obedient, ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, That the communication, together with the accompa¬ 
nying document, lie on the table. 

Mr. Shackleford obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 
"An act to authorize the stockholders in the Tombeckbe Bank to 
remove the same;" which was read, and ordered to a second reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled "an act in relation to the 16th section," was read 
the second time, and, ordered, to be referred to a special committee 
consisting of Messrs. Moore, Hopkins and Murphy, to consider and 
report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled "An act to authorize Richard Inge and 
Greene Hill, executors of the last will and testament of J ohn J. I nge, 
deceased, to sell and convey real estate, was read the second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 

clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have instructed 
me to inform honorable body, that the chair, of that House 
having become vacant by the resignation of the Honorable William 
I. Adair; Samuel W. Oliver, esq. a member from Conecuh, has 
been duly elected the speaker of their body. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as 
correctly enrolled, An act to establish certain election precincts 
therein named, and for other purposes; and An act to regulate the 
licensing physicians to practise, and for other purposes:- which 
were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That Mr. Murphy have leave 
to absent himself from the Senate, for the remainder of the session 
after to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled, An act declaring Bassett's creek in Clarke 
county a navigable stream, was read the second time, and, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled An act authorizing a lottery to aid 
in the improvement of the navigation of Indian creek, was read the 
third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 
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An engrossed resolution concerning the district court of the Uni¬ 
ted States, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A bill, to be entitled "An act to divorce Margaret Toney from 
her husband, Charles Toney,” was read the second time, and order¬ 
ed to be referred to the committee on divorce and alimony, to con¬ 
sider and report thereon. 

Resolutions proposing certain alterations to the constitution of the 
state of Alabama, were read the second time. 

Mr. Casey moved that the resolution lie on the table till the first 
day of the next session of the General Assembly; which was lost- 
Yeas 7, Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Murphy Smith Sullivan- 7. 

Casey Devereux 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell 

Conner Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay Shackleford-10 

Ordered, That the resolutions be committed to a committee of the 
whole House, and made the order of the day for to morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, Ordered, That a committee be apoint- 
ed on the part of the Senate, consisting of Messrs. Powell, Crabb 
and M'Vay, to meet and confer with such committee as may be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of the House of Representatives, on the subject 
of the disagreement existing between the two Houses in relation to 
the amendments made by the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled an act to provide for taking the census. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That Mr. Bibb be added to 
the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Ordered, That Mr. Shackleford be added to the military commit¬ 
tee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Powell be added to the committee on enroll¬ 
ed bills. 

Ordered, That Mr. M'Vay be added to the committee on accounts. 

Ordered, That Mr. Casey be added to the committee on inland 
navigation. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following resolution ; Resolved, That the 
Senate, with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, will 
convene in the hall of the House of Representatives, on to-morrow 
evening at the hour of 7 o'clock, for he purpose of electing a presi¬ 
dent and directors of the State Bank, and five commissioners to act 
with the Governor in effecting a loan for the State Bank, and physi¬ 
cians to compose the different Medical Boards in this state; which 
was adopted. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 23. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, to 
whom was referred a resolution of the Senate, reported a bill, to be 
entitled "An act declaring the old road, from Warren Stone's in 
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Montgomery to the town of Montgomery, the state road, and 
for other purposes;" which was read, and on motion the rule which 
requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed 
with, and the bill was read the second time forthwith, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Casey, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas country, respecting the state 
road from Cahawba to Line Creek, Reported, that they have had 
the same under consideration, and after giving the subject mature 
deliberation they deem it inexpedient to interfere with said road, or 
make any alteration, as there are counter petitions to continue said 
road its present route; they would recommend that the old road be 
kept open, and that the county court of Dallas apportion hands to 
work on both roads; the old road being convenient in the summer sea¬ 
son, but in the winter obstructed by high water & inundation, and ren¬ 
dered frequently impassable; the state road leading a different route 
not being subject to such obstructions at any season of the year: 
therefore, Resolved, That it is inexpedient to interfere with the new 
State Road, or change the route thereof, so far as it runs in Dallas 
county: which was concurred in. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee on inland navigation, to 
whom was referred the bill, to be entitled "An act appointing com¬ 
missioners to improve the navigation of the Tennessee River,” Re¬ 
ported, that inasmuch as an investment has been made of the three 
per cent, funds in the blank of the state of Alabama, and as a large 
portion of this fund must necessarily be consumed to meet the object 
of the bill, they are of opinion that it is inexpedient to pass the bill at 
this time. 

Mr. Shackleford moved that the Senate concur in said report; 
which was lost- Yeas 9. Nays 9. 

The yeas 7 nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Casey Conner Metcalf Smith Wood- 9. 

Coats Devereux Shackleford Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Hopkins Moore Powell- 9. 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy M'Vay 

Ordered, That the bill be recommitted to a special committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Hopkins, Moore and Crabb, to consider and 
report thereon. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives recede from the 
following amendments to the bill, entitled "An act to establish regu¬ 
lar justices' courts in this state,” to wit: 

By striking out the word "three” in the in the 12th section and inserting- 
ing in lieu thereof, the word "twenty." 

By striking out the word "twenty” in the fifth section and in¬ 
serting in lieu thereof the word "fifty.” 

By striking out the 8th, 9th, and 10th sections. 

They have appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Perkins, 

Creagh and Miller, to act and confer with the committee appointed 
by your honorable body, in relation to the disagreement between 
the two Houses, on the amendments made by their House to the bill, 
entitled "An act to provide for taking the census. 
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They concur in the resolution of your honorable body, proposing 
to meet the House of Representatives in their hall, this evening at 
7 o'clock, to go into the election of a president and directors of the 
bank of the state of Alabama ; also five commissioners to act with 
the Governor in effecting a loan for the State Bank ; and also three 
physicians where the Medical Board is located, to constitute such 
boards," 

Mr. Sullivan, from the committee on divorce and alimony, to whom 
was referred the bill, to be entitled "An act to divorce Mary H. 

J udge from her husband, William J udge, reported the same without 
amendment. Ordered, That the bill lie on the table. 

A message for the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a 3d time 
and passed a bill, originating in their House, entitled an act to pro¬ 
vide for the choosing electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States: in which they desire your concurrence. 

They concur in the amendment made by your honorable body to 
a bill, entitled an act explanatory of the several acts now in force in 
this state, to suppress duelling. 

The bill, entitled "An act to provide for choosing electors of 
President & Vice President of the United States," was read the first 
time. On motion, the rule which requires all bills to be read on 
three several days was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
second time forthwith, and ordered to lie on the table till tomor¬ 
row. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee on inland navigation, to 
whom was referred the memorial of a committee appointed at a 
meeting of sundry inhabitants of Alabama, at Cahawba, reported a 
bill, to be entitled "An act to improve the navigation of Coosa ri¬ 
ver;" which was read: The rule which requires all bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, it was read the second 
time; and, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Friday 
next. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the committee on divorce and alimony, to 
whom was referred the bill, to be entitled "An act to divorce Mar¬ 
garet Toney from her husband Charles Toney," reported the same 
without amendment. 

The bill was then read the third time and rejected. Two thirds 
being necessary to pass the bill.- Yeas 11.- Nays 6. 

The yeas & nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative. 
Mr. President, Conner Crabb M'Camy Powell 

Bibb Crabb Hopkins Moore Sullivan- 11. 

Coats Devereux 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Murphy M'Vay Smith Wood- 6. 

Metcalf So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. Murphy, from the joint committee of both Houses to whom 
was referred the memorial of Edward G. Terrell and J ohn D. Ter¬ 
rell, proposing to work the salt springs of this state by an improved 
machinery for the manufacture of salt, and to obtain a loan for that 
purpose, reported. 

That they have examined the machinery, and find it to exhibit a happy 
combination of principles which experience has already separately tested 
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in other applications, and which it is hoped will prove advantageous to the 
investors and useful to their county. The committee feel restrained on 
the subject by the limits to which it is proper that their report should be 
confined; but beg leave to mention, that the principal improvement con¬ 
sists in a peculiar combination of the air furnace and cylindrical boilers 
supplied by a convenient application of the force pump. The cylindri¬ 
cal boilers connected with this air furnace, submit their whole surface to 
the action of heat, which by the structure of the furnace is greatly econo¬ 
mized; and the boilers being open at each end afford an easy transmission 
of heat to the water which is to be evaporated. It is worthy of notice, 
that the Salt Springs belonging to this state, cannot be of much benefit in 
time of peace, without an improvement in the usual process of making 
sale; but should the process be rendered more expeditions, and less ex¬ 
pensive this public property would, at all times more valuable; and in times 
of war a resource of the utmost importance. 

The committee were impress with these views, and the general po- 
icy of improving that property. The present time however, was deem¬ 
ed unfavorable to engage in the undertaking suggested by the memorial¬ 
ists. The improvement is considered valuable, and making due allowance 
for the operation of causes which frequently disappoint human invention, 
likely to answer the expectation of the inventors. Should this prove to 
be the case they will be numbered among the benefactors of their country. 

The propositions made to the state were deemed reasonable & give evi¬ 
dence of an honorable pursuit of private interest connected with liberal 
views of public utility. The situation of the treasury, and the funds of 
the state being diverted into another public channel, will render it inex¬ 
pedient at this time to make the loan requires ; your committee, there¬ 
fore, recommend that the subject be postponed until the next session of 
the General Assembly, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Murphy, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the memorial of the General Assembly of the state of Alabama, to 
the Congress of the United States, reported the same without amend¬ 
ment. Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy from the special committee, to whom was commit¬ 
ted the bill to be entitled, an act to lay a tax on all slaves introduc¬ 
ed into this state for the purpose of sale or traffic, reported the same 
without amendment. Ordered, That the bill lie on the table. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act in relation to the 16th sections, reported the 
same as amended ; which was concurred in. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Peter Wyatt, reported a bill to be entitled an act to pro¬ 
vide for the payment in part of slaves executed in this state; which 
was read, and, ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the committee on divorce and alimony, to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled "An act to divorce Sarah Ann New¬ 
man from her husband Francis Newman, reported the same without 
amendment, the bill being read the third time, the question was 
then put, "shall this bill pass ?" and decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 12 Nays 3. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Moore Smith 



Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Powell Sullivan- 12 

Casey Devereux 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Metcalf M'Vay Wood- 3. 

So the bill was passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the same committee to whom was referred the 
bill, to be entitled an act to divorce Tempy Williams from her hus¬ 
band George Williams, reported the same without amendment. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Yeas 12. Nays 4. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Conner Hopkins Moore Smith 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Powell Sullivan- 12. 

Coats Devereux 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Metcalf M'Vay Wood- 4. 

So the bill was passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the resolution in relation to certain depreciated paper in the treasu¬ 
ry of this state, reported the same as amended ; which was concur¬ 
red in. 

Ordered, That the resolution be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Conner obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act respecting the duties of grand jurors, which was read the first 
time. The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, the bill was read the second time forth¬ 
with. 

M. M'Vay moved that the bill lie on the table till the first day of 
the next session of the General Assembly ; which was carried. 

Yeas 11. Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Armstrong Coats M'Camy Murphy Powell 

Bibb Hopkins Moore M'Vay Sullivan- 11. 

Casey 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Metcalf Smith Wood- 8 

Conner Devereux Shackleford 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock. 

Evening Session. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled an act to appoint commissioners to improve the na¬ 
vigation of the Tennessee River, reported the same with an amend¬ 
ment ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Casey moved that the further consideration of said bill be in¬ 
definitely postponed ; which was lost. 

Yeas 8. Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Casey Conner Metcalf Sullivan Wood-8 

Coats Devereux Smith 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Murphy Powell 

Armstrong Hopkins Moore M'Vay Shackleford- 11 

Bibb 
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A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk; 

Mr. President, the House of Representatives have read a third time and 
passed bills originating in your honorable body, entitled, 

An act to establish the town of Carthage in Tuskaloosa county; 

Resolution providing more effectually for the trial of the writ of Quo 
warranto now depending in the 5th judicial circuit, against the Planter's 
and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville; 

Resolution respecting the further distribution of the laws of this state; 

An act to amend the several acts for the settlement and relief of the poor. 

They have passed bills originating in their body, entitled, An act to a- 
mend an act entitled an act to establish a turnpike road leading from Law¬ 
rence to intersect the military road at Pikesville in Marion county, pas¬ 
sed Dec. 26, 1822 ; An act to incorporate the town of Greensborough in 
the county of Green ; An act to amend an act passed at Huntsville Dec. 

16th, entitled an act to establish a public road therein named, in 
all of which they desire your concurrence. 

The three last named bills, which originated in the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, were read the first time. On motion, the rule which 
requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed 
with, and the bills were read the second and third time forthwith, 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. M'Camy called up the bill, to be entitled an act to alter 
and amend an act to revise, consolidate and amend the several acts 
relative to the militia of this state, passed at Cahawba on the 18th 
day of December, 1822. 

Mr. Murphy moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
indefinitely postponed ; which was lost- Yeas 7, Nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Crabb Murphy Smith Sullivan Wood- 7. 

Metcalf Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Devereux M'Camy M'Vay 

Armstrong Coats Hopkins Moore Powell- 12. 

Bibb Conner 

Mr. Wood moved that the bill lie on the table till Saturday next; 
which was lost. 

Ordered, That it be referred to a special committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Coats, M'Vay and Casey, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an 
act amendatory of an act, entitled an act for the collection of moneys 
due the state, and for other purposes, passed 16th December, 1820; 
which was read. The rule which requires all bills to be read o 
three several days being dispensed with, the bill was read the se¬ 
cond time. 

Mr. Hopkins moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
indefinitely postponed; which was carried. 

Yeas 11. Nays 6. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. President Coats Devereux M'Camy M'Vay 

Armstrong Crabb Hopkins Moore Powell- 11. 

Bibb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Metcalf Shackleford Sullivan Wood- 6. 



Conner 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 7 o'clock this evening. 
Q 
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Evening, 7 o'clock. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk, 
Mr. President, the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, the following 
resolution: Resolved, that a message be sent to the Senate informing them 
that this House is now ready to receive them in the Hall of their House, 
to go into the election of a President and Directors of the State Band, and 
five Commissioners to act with the Governor in effecting a loan for the 
State Bank; and also members of the several Medical Boards in this state; 
Whereupon the members of the Senate repaired to the Hall of the House 
of Representatives and after having taken the seats assigned them, Mr. 
President arose and announced the object of the meeting- when the two 
Houses proceeded to the election of a President of the Bank of the state 
of Alabama, Andrew Pickens alone being in nomination 

For Mr. Pickens 75 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Pickens are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
Casey, Coats, Conner, Clark, Crabb, Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Metcalf 
Moore, Murphy, M'Vay, Powell, Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan, Wood 
Mr. Speaker, Adair, Ashley, Beck, Brown, Barclay, Crenshaw, Creagh 
Dale, Dennis, Field, Fitts, Finker, Fleming, Goodhue, Hallett, Harvey 
Hill of B. Hill of T. Harrison, Haines, Jackson, Jones, King, Lister, La¬ 
nier, M'Connico, Merriwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore of Mad. 

Moore of Mar. Moore of J. Mardis, Mead, M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin 
Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Powell, Peyton, Pickett Perkins, Salter, Sims 
Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Smith, Tindall, Vining, Whitaker; Weissing- 
er and Young- 75. 

Andrew Pickens having received all the votes present was declared by 
Mr. Speaker to be duly and constitutionally elected President of the Bank 
of the state of Alabama. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of tw4elve Directors of 
the Bank of the State of Alabama; Henry Hitchcock, Gilbert Shearer, Thom¬ 
as H. Wiley, William Aylett, Michael J. Kenan, Thomas 0. Meux, William 
Taylor, Alexander Pope, William Chislom, Walter 0. Bickley, David White 
Willis Roberts, Horatio G. Perry, Thomas B. Rutherford, J oseph Pickens 
William Trigg, William Moore, James Saffold, Uriah G. Mitchell, J esse 
Beene, J ohn J. Crocheron, Davis, McCord, Fielding Vaughn, Curter B. Har- 
rsion, J ohn W. Rinaldi and J ohn Scott being in nomination. 


r. Pope 


62 

For Mr. Bickley 


32 

Aylett 


57 

Saffold 


31 

Taylor 


57 

McCord 


27 

Wiley 

54 


Kenan 


25 

White 


52 

Meux 


23 

Shearer 

50 


Moore 


21 

Chislom 

47 


Scott 

17 


Beene 


47 

Trigg 


14 

Perry 

45 


Roberts 

13 


Pickens 

44 


Crocheron 

11 


Rutherford 43 


Harrison 

11 


Hitchcock 

39 


Rinaldi 

8 


Mitchell 

39 


Vaughan 

1 



Those who voted for Mr. Shearer are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb, Ca¬ 
sey, coats, Conner, Crabb, Hopkins, Metcalf, Moore, Murphy, M'Vay, Pow¬ 
ell, Shackleford, Smith, Ashley, Brown, Creagh, Dale, Dennis, Fields, Fitts 
Fluker, Fleming, Goodhue, Hallett, Harvey, Hill of T., Jones, King 



Lister, Lanier, M'Connico, Merriwether, Moore of Mad, Moore of Mar. 
Moore of J. Mardis, Mead, Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Pickett, Sargent 
Skinner, Smith, Tindall, Vining, Whitaker and Young- 50. 
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Those who voted for Mr. Wiley are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
Coats, Conner, Crabb, Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Metcalf, Moore 
Murphy, Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan, Wood, Adair, Brown, Barclay 
Crenshaw, Creagh, Dale, Fitts, Fluker, Fleming, Hallett, Harvey 
Hill of B. Harrison, J ones, Lister, Lanier, M'Connico, Merriwether 
M'Vay, Moore of Mad. Moore of Mar. Mardis, Manly, Phillips, Philpott 
Pickett, Perkins, Salter, Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Smith 
Tindall, Vining, Whitaker, Weissinger and Young- 54. 

Those who voted for Mr. Aylett are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
Casey, Coats, Conner, Crabb, Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Metcalf 
Moore, Murphy, M'Vay, Powell, Shackleford, Smith, Mr. Speaker 
Adair, Ashley Crenshaw, Creagh, Dale, Fields, Fitts, Fluker, Fleming 
Goodhue, Hallett, Harvey, Hill of T. Harrison, Jackson, Jones, King 
Lister, M'Connico, Merriwether, Moore of Mad. Moore of mar. Moore 
ofj. Mardis, Mead, Manly, Martin, Miller, Philpott, Powell, Peyton, Per¬ 
kins, Shotwell Sargent Skinner, Smith Tindall Whitaker & Yong- 57. 

Those who voted for Mr. Taylor are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
Coats, Conner Crabb, Devereux Hopkins Moore Murphy Powell, Shack¬ 
leford Sullivan Wood Mr. Speaker Adair Ashley Brown Barclay Crenshaw 
Creagh Dale Fields Fitts Fluker Fleming Goodhue Hallett Hill of T. 

Hill of B. Harrison J ackson J ones Lister Lanier M'Connico Merriwether 
M'Lemore Moore of Mad, Moore of J. Mardis Mead M'Laughlin Manly 
Martin Miller Phillips Philpott Pickett Salter Sims Shotwell Smith 
Vining Whitaker Weissinger and Young- 57. 

Those who voted for Mr. Pope are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
Casey, Coats, Conner, Crabb, Devereux, Hopkins, Metcalf, Moore, Murphy 
Powell, Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan, Mr. Speaker, Adair, Ashley Brown 
Barclay, Crenshaw, Creagh, Sale, Field, Fitts Fluker, Fleming, Good- 
hue, Hallett, Harvey, Hill of B. Jackson, Jones, Lister, Lanier, M'Con¬ 
nico, Merriwether, M'Lemore, Moore of Mad, Moore of Mar, Moore of J. 
Mardis, M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin, Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Powell 
Peyton, Pickett, Salter, Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Smith, Vining 
Whitaker, Weissinger and Young- 62. 

Those who voted for Mr. Chislom are, Mr. President Armstrong Bibb 
Coats Conner Crabb Hopkins Metcalf Moore Murphy Shackleford 
Mr. Speaker Adair Barclay Creagh Dale Dennis Fitts Fluker Goodhue 
Hallett Harrison J ones King Lister Lanier M'Connico Merriwether 
Moore of Mad. Moore of Mar Moore of J Mead Phillips Philpott Powell 
Peyton Salter Sims Shotwell Sargent Skinner Smith Tindall Vining 
Whitaker Weissinger and Young- 47. 

Those who voted for Mr. White are, Mr. President Armstrong Bibb 
Casey Crabb Hopkins Metcalf Moore Murphy M'Vay Shackleford 
Sullivan Mr. Speaker Adair Ashley Brown Barclay Crenshaw Creagh 
Dale Dennis Fitts Fluker Fleming Goodhue Hallett Harvey J ackson 
Jones Lister Lanier M'Connico Moore of Mad. Moore of Mar. Manly 
Mead M'Laughlin Martin Miller Phillips Philpott Powell Pickett Salter 
Sims Sargent Skinner Smith Vining and Young- 52. 

Those who voted for Mr. Perry are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
Conner, Crabb, Hopkins, M'Camy, Murphy, Powell, Shackleford, Sul¬ 
livan, Wood, Mr. speaker, Adair, Brown, Barclay, Creagh, Dennis, Fitts 
Fleming Goodhue, Hill of T. Hill of B. Harrison, J ackson, J ones, Lanier 
M'Lemore, Moore of Mad Mardis, Mead, M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin 
Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Pickett, Perkins, Sims, Shotwell, Smith, Tin¬ 
dall, Weissinger and Young- 45. 



Those who voted for Mr. Rutherford are, Messrs. Casey, Coats, Conner 
Devereux, M'Camy, Metcalf Moore, Murphy, M'Vay, Smith, Sullivan 
Ashley, Beck, Brown, Dennis, Fields, Fluker, Goodhue, Flarvey, Flill of 
T. Harrison, King, Lister, Lanier, M'Connico, Merriwether, M'Lemore 
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M'Vay, Moore of Mar. M'Laughlin, Phillips, Philpott, Powell, Peyton 
Pickett, Salter, Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Vining, Whitaker 
and Weissinger- 43. 

Those who voted for Mr. Pickens are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Casey 
Coats, Hopkins, Metcalf, Moore, M'Vay, Powell, Smith, Sullivan, Wood 
Mr. Speaker, Ashley, Beck, Brown, Barclay, Creagh, Dennis, Fluker 
Fleming, Hallett, Harvey Hill of B. Harrison, J ones, King, Merriwether 
M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore ofj. Mardis, Mead, M'Laughlin, Martin, Pe- 
ton, Pickett, Perkins, Sims, Sargent, Skinner, Tindall, Whitaker and 
Weissinger- 44. 

Those who voted for Mr. Beene, are Messrs. Casey, Coats, Conner 
Devereux, M'Camy, Metcalf, Murphy, Powell, Smith, Sullivan, Wood, 

Mr. Speaker, Ashley, Beck, Barclay, Crenshaw, Dale, Dennis, Fluker, 

Harvey, Hill of T. Hill of B. Harrison, King, Lister, Lanier, M'Connico, 
Merriwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore of Mar. Mardis, M'Lauglin, 

Manly, Martin, Powell, Peyton, Pickett, Perkins, Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, 
Skinner, Tindall, Vining, Whitaker and Weissinger- 47. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hitchcock are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb, 
Conner, Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Moore, M'Vay, Powell, Shackle¬ 
ford, Wood, Mr. speaker Adair, Barclay, Crenshaw, Creagh, Dale, Fitts 
Fleming, Goodhue, Hallett, Hill of T. Jackson, Jones, Lanier, Moore of 
Mad. Mardis, Mead, Martin, Miller, Phillips, Peyton, Pickett, Salter 
Shotwell, Sargent, Smith and Young- 39. 

Those who voted for Mr. Kenan are, Messrs. Armstrong, Bibb, Crabb 
Devereux, Hopkins, Moore, Smith, Mr. Speaker, Adair, Beck, Dale 
Fields, Fitts, Hallett Jackson, Jones, M'Connico, Moore ofj. Mead, Martin 
Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Smith and Young- 25. 

Those who voted for Mr. Meux are, Mr. President, Crabb, Hopkins, 
M'Camy, M'Vay, Powell, Shackleford, wood, Adair, Creagh, Fields, Fitts, 
Fleming, J ones, Moore of mad, Martin, Miller, Philpott, Perkins, Smith 
Tindall, Vining and Young- 23. 

Those who voted for Bickley are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Bib, 

Coats, Moore, Murphy, Shackleford, Wood. (Reps.) Messrs. Adair 
Brown, Crenshaw, Creagh, Dale, Fitts, Fluker, Fleming, Goodhue, Hal¬ 
lett, Hill of T. Hill of B. Jackson, Lister, Lanier, M'Connico, Merriwether 
M'Vay, Mardis, Mead, M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin, Miller, Phillips 
Philpott, Pickett, Perkins, Shotwell and Skinner- 38. 

Those who voted for Mr. Roberts are Messrs. Bibb, Powell, Wood 
(Reps.) Messrs. Dennis, Fields, Hill of B. M'Lemore, M'Vay, M'Laugh¬ 
lin, Martin, Sims, Vining and Weissinger- 13. 

Those who voted for Mr. Trigg are, Messrs. Casey, M'Camy, M'Vay 
Powell, Beck, Hill of T. Hill of B. King, Moore of Mad, Moore ofj 
Mead, Powell, Perkins and Tindall- 14. 

Those who voted for Mr. Moore are, Messrs. Crabb, M'Camy, M'Vay 
Powell, Smith, Beck, Brown, Fleming, Hill ofT. Hill of B. King M'Vay 
Moore of Mad. Moore ofj. Moore of Mar. Miller, Powell, Peyton, Per¬ 
kins, Sims and Tindall- 21. 

Those who voted for Mr. Saffold are, Messrs. Casey, Coats, Conner 
Devereux, M'Camy, Metcalf, M'Vay, Smith, Sullivan, wood, Ashley 
Beck, Brown, Crenshaw, Dennis, Fields, Harvey, Hill of T. King, Mer¬ 
riwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore ofj. Moore of Mar. M'Laughlin 
Powell, Peyton, Perkins, Sims, Skinner and Whitaker- 31. 

Those who voted for Mr. Mitchell are, Messrs. Casey, Coats, Conner 
Devereux, M'Camy, Metcalf, Murphy, M'Vay, Sullivan, Mr. Speaker 



Ashley, Beck, Barclay, Crenshaw, Dale, Dennis, Fields, Fluker, Hallett 
Flarvey, Hill of T. Harrison, King, Lister, M'Connico, Merriwether 
M'Lemore, Moore of J. Moore of Mar. M'Laughlin, Powell, Peyton, Sal¬ 
ter, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Vining, Whitaker and Weissinger- 39. 
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Those who voted for Mr. Crocheron are, Messrs. Casey, Devereux, Met¬ 
calf, M'Vay, Sullivan, Beck, Crenshaw, Goodhue, M'Lemore, Sargent 
and Weissinger- 11. 

Those who voted for Mr. McCord are, Messrs. Crabb, M'Camy, Adair 
Brown, Dennis, Goodhue, Hill of T. Hill of B. Harrison, J ackson, Lister 
Lanier, M'Vay, Moore of Mad. Moore of J. Moore of Mar. Manly, Mil¬ 
ler, Phillips, Powell, Perkins, Salter, Shotwell, Smith, Tindall & Vining- 27 

Mr. Shackleford voted for Mr. Vaughan. 

Those who voted for Mr. Harrison are, Messrs. Smith, Wood, Ashley 
Beck, Dennis Harvey, King, M'Lemore, Peyton, Pickett & Tindall- 11. 

Those who voted for Mr. Rinaldi are, Messrs. Smith, Beck, Barclay 
Fields, Harvey, King, Powell and Whitaker- 8. 

Those who voted for Mr. Scott are, Messrs. Casey, Devereux, Sullivan 
Wood, Mr. Speaker, Ashley, Beck, Barclay, Crenshaw, Fields, Hill of B. 
M'Laughlin, Mead, M'Laughlin, Peyton, Salter and Weissinger- 17. 

Gilbert Shearer, Thomas H. Wiley, William Aylett, William Taylor, 
Alexander Pope, William Chislom, David White, Horatio G. Perry, Thos. 

B. Rutherford, Joseph Pickens and Jesse Beene, having received a major¬ 
ity of votes, were declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected Directors 
of the Bank of the state of Alabama. 

The two Houses then proceeded to elect one other Director for the 
Bank of the state of Alabama, Henry Hitchcock ; and Uriah G. Mitchell 
being in nomination. The names of the other persons who were in 
nomination having been withdrawn. 

For Mr. Hitchcock 37 votes. For Mr. Mitchell 34 votes 

Those who voted for Mr. Hitchcock are, Mr. President, Armstrong 
Bibb, Conner, Hopkins, Moore, Shackleford, Mr. Speaker, Adair 
Creagh, Fitts, Fluker, Fleming, Goodhue, Hallett, Hill of T. Jackson 
Jones, Lister, Lanier, Moore of Mad Moore of Mar. Mardis, Mead 
Manly, Martin, Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Pickett, Perkins, Sims, Skin¬ 
ner, Smith, Tindall, Whitaker and Young- 37. 

Those who voted for Mr. Mitchell are, Messrs. Casey, Coats, Crabb 
Devereux, M'Camy, Metcalf, Murphy, M'Vay, Smith, Sullivan, wood 
Ashley, Beck, Brown, Barclay, Crenshaw, Dennis, Harvey, Hill of B. 

Harrison, King, M'Connico, Merriwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore of J. 
M'Laughlin, Powell, Peyton, Salter, Shotwell, Sargent, Vining and 
Weissinger- 34. 

Henry Hitchcock, Esq. having received a majority of the whole number 
of votes, was declared by M. Speaker to be duly and constitutionally elect¬ 
ed a Director of the Bank of the state of Alabama. 

The two House then proceeded to elect five commissioners to act 
with the Governor in effecting a loan for the Bank of the state of Alaba¬ 
ma ; J ohn Scott, Alexander Pope, J ohn J. Cocheron, J oseph Pickens 
Thomas H. Wiley, George Phillips, Thomas Casey, Walter Crenshaw 


Waller 0. Bickley and William Taylor being in nomination. 


For Mr. Phillips 

62 votes 

For Mr. Scott 

16 votes 

Pope 

41 

Crocheron 26 


Casey 

46 

Pickens 

21 

Crenshaw 

48 

Bickley 27 


Wiley 

32 

Taylor 

17 


Those who voted for Mr. Pope are Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
Coats, Conner, Crabb, Deverux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Metcalf, Murphy 
Shackleford, Smith, Mr. Speaker, Brown, Barclay, Creagh, Dale, Fitts 
Goodhue, Hallett, Harvey, Hill of T. J ackson, J ones, Lister, Merriwether 



Moore of Mad. Moore of J. More of Mar. Mardis, M'Laughlin, Martin 
Peyton, Pickett, Perkins, Salter, Sims, Skinner, Tindall & Whitaker- 41. 
Those who voted for Dr. Phillips are Mr. President, Armstrong, Bibb 
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Conner, Crabb, Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Metcalf, Moore, Murphy, 

Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan, Mr. Adair, Ashley, Beck, Brown, 

Barclay, Creagh, Dale, Fitts, Fluker, Goodhue, Hallett, Harvey, Hill of 
T. Hill of B. Harrison, J ackson, J ones, King, Lister, Lanier, M'Connico 
Merriwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore of Mad. Moore of J. Moore of 
Mar. Mardis, Mead, M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin, Miller, Philpott, Pow¬ 
ell, Peyton, Pickett, Perkins, Salter, Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner 
Vining, Whitaker, Weissinger and Young- 63. 

Those who voted for Dr. Casey are Mr. President, Bibb, Coats, Crabb 
Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Metcalf, Moore, Murphy, Shackleford 
Smith, Sullivan, Wood, Mr. Speaker, Adair, Ashley Beck, Barclay 
Creagh, Dale, Dennis, Fluker, Hallett Harvey, Hill of B. Jones, King 
Lister, Lanier, M'Connico, M'Lemore, Moore of Mad. Moore of J. Moore 
of Mar. M'Laughlin, Miller, Powell, Peyton, Pickett, Sargent, Skinner 
Vining Whitaker, Weissinger and Young- 46. 

Those who voted for Mr. Crenshaw, are Messrs. Armstrong, Coats, Conner, Crabb 
Devereux, Metcalf, Moore, Murphy, Smith, Sullivan, Wood, Mr. Speaker, Ashley 
Beck, Barclay, Creagh, Dale, Dennis, Fluker, Hallett, Harvey, Hill of T. Hill of B. 

Harrison, J ones, King, Lister, Lanier, M'Connico, Merriwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay 
Moore of J. Moore of Mar. Mardis, M'Laughlin, Powell, Perkins, Salter, Sims 
Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Vining, Weissinger and Young- 46. 

Those who voted for Mr. Wiley are, Messrs. Armstrong, Coats, Conner, Crabb 
M'Camy, M'Vay, Wood, Brown, Fitts, Fluker, Goodhue, Hallett, Hill ofT. Hill of B. 

Harrison, J ackson, Lanier, Merriwether, M'Vay, Mardis, Manly, Martin, Philpott, 

Powell, Peyton, Perkins, Salter, Shotwell, Sargent, Tindall, Whitaker, Weissinger- 32 

Those who voted for mr. Scott are, Messrs. Moore, M'Vay, Sullivan, Mr. Speaker 
Adair, Ashley, Dale, Hill If B. M'Lemore, Mead, Manly, Miller, Pickett, Salter and 
Tindall- 16. 

Those who voted for mr. Crocheron are, Messrs. Bibb, Coats, Crabb, Devereux 
Metcalf, Murphy, M'Vay, Shackleford, Sullivan, Adair, Beck, Barclay, M'Connico 
Moore of J. Moore of Mar. Mardis M'Laughlin, Manly, Miller, Philpott, Powell, Pick¬ 
ett, Sims, Shotwell, Sargent and Weissinger- 26. 

Those who voted for mr. Pickens are, Mr. President, Armstrong, Conner, M'Camy 
M'Vay, Smith, Wood, Ashley, Beck, Brown, Dennis, Harvey, King, Lister, M'Lemore 
M'Vay, Moore of mad. Mead, Manly, Skinner and Vining- 21. 

Those who voted for Dr. Bickley are, Mr. President, Bibb, Hopkins, Moore, M'Vay 
Shackleford, Adair, Creagh, Fitts, Fluker, Goodhue, Hill of T. Harrison, Jackson 
King, M'Connico, Merriwether, M'Vay, Mead, Martin, Miller, Philpott, Perkins 
Shotwell Tindall, Whitaker and Young- 27 

Those who voted for mr. Taylor are, Messrs. Wood, Brown, Fitts, Goodhue, Harrison 
J ackson J ones, Lanier, Moore of mad, Mead, Martin, Philpott, Peyton, Sims, Tindall 
Vining and Young- 17. 

George Phillips, Alexander Pope, Thomas Casey, Walter Crenshaw and 
Thomas H. Wiley, having received a majority of votes, were declared by 
Mr. Speaker to be duly and constitutionally elected commissioners to act 
with the Governor in effecting a loan for the State Bank. 

And then the Senate withdrew, and returned tho their own cham¬ 
ber, and Mr. President resumed the chair- when, on motion, the 
Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 24. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Powell, from the committee of conference, appointed by the 
Senate to confer with the committee appointed by the House of 
Representatives on the disagreement between the two Houses, on 



the bill, to be entitled an act to provide for taking the census, re¬ 
ported that they have met the committee of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives on that subject, and that the joint committee have agreed 
to recommend to the House of Representatives to recede from their 
amendments made to the said bill. 

The rule being suspended, prohibiting the introduction of new 
business after yesterday. 
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Mr. Armstrong obtained to introduce a bill, to be entitled 
an act to enable the mayor and aldermen of the city of Mobile to 
pass quarantine laws; which was read. The rule which requires all 
bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill 
was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Crabb called up the bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of 
the people of the state of Alabama. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed for a third reading on Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the bill to be entitled an act the better 
to provide for the families of insolvent debtors, was taken up. 

Mr. Armstrong moved, that the further consideration of the bill 
be postponed 'till the 15th day of January next; which was carried. 

Yeas 11. Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Moore Powell 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Murphy Wood- 11. 

Bibb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux Shackleford, Sullivan- 7. 

Crabb M'Vay Smith 

On motion, Ordered, That one hundred copies of the comptrol¬ 
ler's report of the 19th inst. shewing the different objects of taxa¬ 
tion embraced in the revenue bill for the present year, together with 
the amount derived from each object in the several counties of this 
state, be printed for the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President -- The House of Representatives, have concurred 
in the report of the committee appointed on the disagreement be¬ 
tween the two Houses, on the act to provide for taking the census; 
which report recommends to them to recede from their amendment 
to said bill in striking out that part, that relates to the oath of heads 
f families. 

On motion of Mr. M'Camy, the bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of the tax collector of Marengo county, was taken up. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following amendment to the bill; "And 
be it further enacted, That no holder of any public money or tax 
where the same is not paid over into the treasury in the time pre¬ 
scribed by law, shall be eligible to the appointment of tax collector 
in any court in this state:" 

Mr. Hopkins moved to amend the amendment, by the following; 
"Provided, That this act shall not be construed to exclude from 
such appointment, any holder of public money or tax collector, for 
whom the time of making payment of any such money into the trea¬ 
sury has been extended by act of the General Assembly which 
was adopted. 

The question was then put on the adoption of Mr. Sullivan's 
amendment; and determined in the negative. 

Mr. Casey offered the following amendment to the bill; "And be 
it further enacted, That the tax collectors hereby intended to be re¬ 
lieved, shall pay into the treasury land office money or specie;" 
which was adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed and made the order of the 



day for a third reading on Friday next. 
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Mr. President laid before the senate the late Quarter-master General's 
report for the year 1823. On motion of Mr. Casey, ordered that it be 
spread upon the J ournal of the Senate. The report is as follows: 

1823. Nov. 22. Camp equipage- W. Tents- C. Tents- Tent Poles 
Camp Kettles- Aversacks- Pick Axes- Falling Axes- Spades & Shovels 
none. 

11 Muskets- 32 Bayonets- 11 Belts- 18 Boxes- 600 Flints and 8 lbs. 

Ball and Buckshot, in good order, in the Arsenal in Cahawba. 

21 muskets, damages. 

104 do. and 104 bayonets, sent to Huntsville by order of the Exe¬ 
cutive, Nov. 1821. 

70 muskets and 70 bayonets do. Claiborne by order of the Execu¬ 
tive in August 1822. 

56 muskets and 56 bayonets in possession of the Cahawba Guards. 

70 do. and 70 do. transmitted to Tuskaloosa in obedience to 
an order, per Ira Griffin, Capt. of a volunteer company, under the act of 
last session. 

Bbls. powder-cartridges -— bar lead and cannon, none 

Total 332 muskets, 332 bayonets, 11 belts, 18 boxes, 600 flints and 8 
lbs, ball and buckshot. 

I certify, that the above report exhibits a true statements of all the camp 
equipage, quarter master's stores, and ordinances, belonging to the state 
of Alabama. Signed, WILLIAM PEACOCK, Q. M. G. state of Alabama. 

Mr. Moore, from the joint committee, on enrolled bills, reported 
as correctly enrolled, an act to incorporate the town of Greensbo- 
rough in the county of Greene; 

An act to divorce Sarah Ann Newman, from her husband Francis 
Newnam; 

An act to divorce Tempy Williams from her husband George Wil¬ 
liams; 

An act to amend an act, passed at Huntsville the 16th December 
1819, entitled an act to establish a public road therein named; 

An act to amend an act, entitled an act to establish a turnpike 
road leading from Lawrence county, to intersect the military road 
at Pikesville, in Marion county, passed December 26, 1822 ; and 

An act explanatory of the several acts now in force in this state to 
suppress duelling : All of which were accordingly singed by Mr. 

President. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to authorize the stockholders in the 
Tombeckbe Bank to remove the same, was read the 2d time, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Friday next. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act to declare Bassett's Creek, 
in Clarke county, a public highway, was read the third time, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act to authorize Richard Inge 
and Green Hill, executors of the last will and testament of J ohn J. 

Inge, deceased, to sell and convey real estate, was read the third 
time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Resolutions proposing certain alterations to the Constitution of 
the state of Alabama, were read the third time, and on the question 
being put, "Shall the resolutions pass?'' it was decided in the neg¬ 
ative. Yeas 7. Nays 10. 
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The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Conner M'Camy M'Vay Shackleford Wood 

Crabb Metcalf 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Devereux Moore Smith 

Bibb Coats Hopkins Powell Sullivan-10. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed bil, 
originating in their House, entitled. 

An act divorcing J ane Kelly from her husband J ames Kelly; 

An act to alter and amend an act to provide for assessing and col¬ 
lecting the taxes of this state, passed Dec. 17, 1821; 

An act divorcing Robert Blassingam from his wife Elizabeth Blas- 
singam; in all of which they desire your concurrence. 

A bill, entitled, an act divorcing Robert Blassingam from Elizabeth 
Blassingam, was read the first time. The rule which requires all 
bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill 
was read the second time forthwith, and ordered to be referred to 
the committee on divorce and alimony, to consider & report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act to alter and amend an act to provide for as¬ 
sessing and collecting the taxes of this state, passed December 17, 

1821, was read the first time. 

Mr. M'Vay moved that the further consideration of the bill be in¬ 
definitely postponed; which was lost- Yeas 7, Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf Moore Powell- 7. 

Coats M'Camy 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb M'Vay Smith Wood- 9. 

Conner Devereux Shackleford Sullivan 

On motion, the rule which requires all bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the bill was read the second 
time forthwith, and ordered to be referred to a special committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Casey, Crabb, Smith and Sullivan, to consider 
and report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act divorcing J ane Kelly from her husband 
J ames Kelly, was read the first time. The rule which requires all 
bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill 
was read the second time, and ordered to be referred to the com¬ 
mittee on divorce and alimony to consider and report thereon. 

Engrossed bill, to be entitled an act in relation to the sixteenth 
sections, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of representatives for concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President - The House of Representatives have adopted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President of the Senate be requested to transmit a copy of the 
preamble and resolutions, which have been adopted by the Senate 
and House of Representatives, in relation to the election of a Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, to the executive of each of our sister 
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states, and to each of our senators and representatives in Congress ; 
and that the Senate be invites to concur in this request. 

Ordered, That the Senate concur in said resolution. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to provide for the payment in part for 
slaves executed in this state, was read the second time, and ordered 
to lie on the table till 3 o'clock this evening. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act declaring the old road from 
Warren Stone's, in Montgomery county, to the town of Montgome¬ 
ry, the state road, and for other purposes, was read the third time, 
amended by way of rider on Mr. Powell's motion, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act to appoint commissioners 
to improve the navigation of the Tennessee River, was read the 3d 
time, and passed. 

Ordered, That title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Mr. Powell moved that the bill, entitled an act to provide for the 
chossing electors of President and Vice President of the united 
States, be referred to the committee heretofore appointed on that 
subject; which was lost. 

Mr. Crabb offered the following amendment to the bill: "Provi¬ 
ded, however, they shall be entitled to vote in any county in this 
state; which was adopted. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

An engrossed resolution in relation to certain depreciated paper 
in the treasury of this state, was read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
house of Representatives for concurrence. 

And then the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock this evening. 

Evening Session. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution: Resolved, by the Sen¬ 
ate, that with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, the 
legislature of Alabama will adjourn on Saturday next, sine die. 

Mr. M'Camy offered the following amendment to the resolution: 

"Provided they shall have completed their business. 

Mr. M'Vay moved that th resolution, together with the amend¬ 
ment, lie on the table ; which was carried - Yeas 10, nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Coats Devereux M'Vay Shackleford 

Casey Crabb M'Camy, Powell Smith- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Metcalf Moore Sullivan Wood- 6. 

Hopkins 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed Bills, 
originating in your honorable body, entitled 

An act allowing certain salary to the judge of the county court 
of Mobile; 

An act authorizing Richard Inge and Greene Hill, executors of 
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the last will and testament of J ohn J. I nge, deceased, to sell certain 
real estate. 

They have read three times, and passed bills originating in their 
House, entitled an act divorcing Drury Connally from his wife Nan¬ 
cy Connally. 

They concur in the amendment made by the honorable body to 
a bill, entitled an act to provide for the choosing electors of Presi¬ 
dent and Vice President of the United States. 

They have read a third time and passed, a bill originating in your 
House, entitled an act declaring the old road from Warren Stone's 
in Montgomery county, to the town of Montgomery, the state road, 
and for other purposes; and resolution in relation to certain depre¬ 
ciated paper in the treasury of this state. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan have leave 
of absence from the Senate, for the remainder of the session after 
to day. 

The rule prohibiting the introduction of new business after yes¬ 
terday being dispensed with, Mr. Smith obtained leave to introduce 
a bill, to be entitled an act to appoint commissioners to inquire into 
the situation of the state and county funds in the county of Clarke; 
which was read. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three 
several days being dispensed with, the bill was read a second and 
third time forthwith, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third 
time and passed, a bill originating in your House, entitled an act to 
establish a certain county therein named. 

A bill, entitled an act divorcing Drury Connally from Nancy Con¬ 
nally, was read the first time. The rule which requires all bills to 
be read on three several days was dispensed with, and the bill was 
read the second time, and ordered to be referred to the committee 
on divorce and alimony, to consider and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Moore be added to the committee on di¬ 
vorce and alimony. 

The bill, entitled an act to provide for the payment in part of 
slaves executed in this state, was taken up. 

Mr. Powell moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed until the first day of next session of the General Assem¬ 
bly: which was carried. 

An engrossed memorial fo the General Assembly of the state of 
Alabama to the Congress of the United States, was read the third 
time, amended by way of rider on Mr. Bibb's motion, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wood be added to the committee of accounts., 

A bill, entitled an act to divorce Mary H. J udge from her sus- 
band, William J udge, was read the third time and passed. 

Yeas 10. Nays 3. 

The yeas & nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb Hopkins Moore Smith 

Coats Devereux M 'Camy Powell Sullivan- 10 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Metcalf M'Vay-3. 

So the bill was passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Casey having voted in the majority, moved to reconsider the 
vote of the Senate on the passage of the bill, entitled an act to di¬ 
vorce Margaret Toney from her husband, Charles Toney ; which 
was carried. 

The question was then put, "Shall this bill pass?” and determin¬ 
ed in the affirmative- Yeas 11, Nays 2. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Crabb Hopkins Moore Smith 

Bibb Devereux M'Camy Powell Sullivan 

Coats 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Metcalf M'Vay- 2. 

So the bill was passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

The following written communication was received form the Governor, 
by the secretary of state: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, December 24,1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate- 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, requesting such infor¬ 
mation as I may possess "relative to the African slaves to which this state 
has a claim" I have the honor to reply that the only African slaves within 
my knowledge to which this state has now a claim, are those imported in 
the vessels Constitution, Marion & Louisa in the summer of 1818, amount¬ 
ing in all when imported, to one hundred and nine; those consisted chief¬ 
ly of young men and boys. 

Having on a former occasion presented this subject to the notice of the 
legislature with such views of the claim of the state, as I deemed due to 
the public interest and warranted by the laws ; and having since from 
more full reflection and the concurring opinions of many of our most re¬ 
putable men for legal acquirement in that branch of doctrine and prac¬ 
tice found no cause for materially changing the views I then ventured to 
express ; it is not therefore necessary now to do more than to make 
such cursory reference to the laws of the United States then in force as 
will lead to an understanding of the present situation of the matter in 
question. 

By these laws African slaves illegally imported were directed to be 
delivered, when brought in, to the agent that should be appointed by the 
state, if any, and in want of such agent, to the overseers of the poor, of 
the port of place. All these laws subject the importers to penalties and to 
forfeiture of the vessels in which slaves are illegally imported, and also 
of the cargoes of such vessels "other than the slaves but as to these they 
are required to be disposed of by the several state authorities under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by the legislature of such state of ter¬ 
ritory whereinto they are brought. 

Under the laws subjecting the importers to the penalties for illegally 
importing the slaves in question and the forfeiture of vessels and cargoes 
other than the slaves, libels are now pending in the supreme court of the 
United States by appeal from the district court of the Alabama district. 

Although it is understood the libels embrace a prayer that the slaves 
may, in the language of the law, "remain subject to any regulations which 



the legislature of the state of territory may have made, &c." yet the only 
matters directly cognizable before the court and liable to be condemned 
are the vessels and cargoes other than the slaves. And although the slaves 
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according to my understanding be not the immediate subjects of the pen¬ 
ding controversy, the question of their ownership is incident to the de¬ 
termination of the question of forfeiture of vessel and cargo, and will be 
conclusively governed by that determination. 

As regard the slaves it is evident there are but two primitive and 
ostensible parties the original owners who imported the, called "the 
claimants," on the one hand, and the state to whose disposition alone the 
acts of Congress gave them in case their importation be illegal on the other 
hand. 

As respects the interest which our state or territorial laws allow to 
meritorious persons as informers, &c. these will, of course, be recognized 
as sharers under the paramount interest of the state. 

Considering the claim of the state in these slaves as depending on the 
determination of the libels pending in the supreme court, I deemed the 
matter worthy of some attention and requested the Hon. William Kelly to 
consult with and aid the attorney general so far as the interest of the state 
should seem to required. 

I lay before you the report of Mr. Kelly on that subject, and also the 
report of Thomas Murray, esquire, solicitor of the circuit who applied on 
behalf of the agent of the state, who was appointed in virtue of the act of 
last session to the district court of the United States, for possession of the 
slaves pendente lite. 

Those reports will show the reasons which induced me to expect a 
more favorable result to the application and that no actual opposition was 
made by the claimants. 

I have reason to expect that on a further continuance of the causes, the 
reasonableness of the application of the state for this temporary posses¬ 
sion- the public utility designed to be promoted by it in the improvement 
of the public roads, &c. The prospect of health and better security of the 
slaves will induce the claimants not merely to withhold their objections, 
but to yield their positive assent rather than to allow this property to be 
wasting its value in the employment of individuals or an officer of the 
court, during the long protracted controversy. 

(Signed) ISRAEL PICKENS. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That the accompanying documents 
be spread upon the journal. 

Report of the Hon. William Kelly, to his Excellency ISRAEL PICKENS, Go¬ 
vernor of Alabama. 

According to your instructions I examined the cases of the United States, 
vs. the schooners Constitution, Louisa and Marino, and the Africans im¬ 
ported in them respectively, and prepared the cases for argument at the 
last term of the supreme court of the United States. Some cases of a simi¬ 
lar nature were pending, which and been brought up from Georgia.- 
The attorney general moved the court to take up the cases out of their or¬ 
der on the docket, on account of the great importance of a speedy decision. 
That course was opposed so earnestly by those who stood before them 
on the docket, that the court determined not to take them up out of their 
proper order. All hopes of a trial at last term then vanished, and it be¬ 
came important to attend to your further instructions relative to the pos¬ 
session of the negroes pendente lite, and I accordingly brought that subject 
before the court, by moving for an order to be made for the delivery of 
the negroes to the agent of the state according to the act of the legislature 
at the last session upon that subject. 

At the time of making the motion the chief justice observed, that he was 



under the impression that the court at a former term had decided a similar 
question, and that the question had better be postponed until the next day 
in order to examine into the nature and extend of previous decisions, and 
accordingly that course was pursued. 
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I n the course of the time so allowed I examined accordingly and ascer¬ 
tained, that it had been decided that in admiralty cases the custody of res 
litigata did not go with the cause into the supreme court, but remained in 
the district or circuit court from which the appeal had been taken. Theat 
being the case, it was obvious that the supreme court could not consist¬ 
ently make the order required. I however thought it proper to bring the 
subject again before the court, and done so on the next morning. Upon 
that occasion the chief justice observed, that the custody remained with 
the district court, and the order could be made there as well after the ap¬ 
peal as before and doubtless would be made on application, as no objec¬ 
tion could be perceived to the course proposed. The counsel for the 
negroes to be given up to the state authority. If the supreme court had 
had jurisdiction the order would certainly have been made. 

The foregoing accounts exhibit truly and fairly the situation of the 
cases so far as I have been concerned in their management; all of which 
is submitted with great respect. 

(Signed) WILLIAM KELLY. 

Cahawba, J une 15th, 1823. 

Report of Thomas Murray, Esq.- Cahawba, December 2, 1822. 

SI R- At the last J une term of the district court of the United States for 
the district of Alabama, I made a motion to the court, the object of which 
was to have delivered to Lud Harris as agent of the state of Alabama, the 
African slaves imported into this state in the year 1818, in the vessels 
Constitution, Marion and Louisa, and which had been condemned as for¬ 
feited under the laws of the United States, prohibiting the salve trade. It 
was expressly stated that the motion was not made with a view to divest 
the court of its jurisdiction over the African slaves, but that the agent 
should hold them until the final termination of the case then pending by 
appeal in the supreme court of the United States. 

The slaves in question were at all times to be subject to the order of 
the district court, and the agent was not only to bind himself as agent of 
the State of Alabama, but that any additional security would be given, 
should the court require it, for the safe keeping and prompt delivery of 
the slaves to the order of the court. David Rust Esq. the leading coun¬ 
sel for the claimants assisted me in drawing up the motion, and made no 
opposition to it before the court. The motion was however overruled 
by the court, and the salves in question remain in the possession of the 
marshal of the U. States for the district of Alabama. I have been of opin¬ 
ion that it was particularly the duty of the agent of the state to make a re¬ 
port of his proceedings relative to said slaves, and did not charge my 
memory particularly with all that was said when the motion was made at 
the request of the agent an in his name ; and I think the foregoing is the 
substance of it. I am, very respectfully, your most ob't. 

THOMAS MURRAY, 

His Excellency ISRAEL PI CKENS. Solicitor of 1st jud. circuit. 

Mr. Hopkins moved that the communication, together with the 
accompanying documents, lie on the table, which was lost. 

Yeas 5. Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Conner Hopkins Moore- 5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Coats M'Camy M'Vay Smith Wood- 11. 

Crabb 



On motion, Ordered, That they be referred to the special com¬ 
mittee appointed on so much of the Governor's Message, as relates 
to slaves illegally imported. 
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A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third 
time and passed a bill, originating in your House, entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in the 
courts of law and equity in this state. 

They have adopted the following resolution: Resolved, That 
this House, with the concurrence of the Senate, will meet this day 
at 7 o'clock, P.M. for the purpose of electing members of the dif¬ 
ferent Medical Boards ; and that the west end of the Representative 
Hall be set apart for the reception of the Senate : in which they de¬ 
sire your concurrence. 

They have passed bills, originating in their House, entitled an act 
to alter the name of, and legitimate a certain person therein named ; 

An act providing for the collection of moneys due the counties 
and county taxes; 

An act to authorize the administrators of Walter Otey, deceased, 
to sell certain real estate.: 

An act to repeal in part, an act declaring certain roads therein 
named public roads, until otherwise provide for by law, passed De¬ 
cember 24, 1822 ; in all of which they desire your concurrence. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, proposing to go into the election of 
members of the different Medical Boards in this state this evening at 
7 o'clock. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to repeal in part, an act declaring certain 
roads there in named, public roads, until otherwise provided for by 
law, passed December 25, 1822 ; was read the first time : the rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was read the second and third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, That the secretary inform the House thereof. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to alter the name of, and legitimate a 
certain person therein named, was read the first time : the rule re¬ 
quiring all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the second time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A bill, entitled an act providing for the collection of moneys due 
the counties and county taxes ; was read the first time ; the rule re¬ 
quiring all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, 
it was read the second time, and ordered to be read the third time 
on Friday next. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to authorize the administrators of Wal¬ 
ter Otey, deceased, to sell real estate; was read the first time: the 
rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days being dispens¬ 
ed with, it was read the second time, and ordered to be read the 3d 
time on Friday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed a bill, 
originating in their House, entitled an act to repeal part of an act 
entitled an act to appoint commissioners for the counties of Pike 
and Covington ; and, 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hatch ; in which they desire 
your concurrence. 




136 


They have read a third time and passed a bill, originating in your 
House, entitled an act to authorize Rebecca Fletcher to emancipate 
a certain slave therein named ; and have amended the same by in¬ 
serting, after the word "same" in the third line from the bottom, 
the accompanying amendment: in which our concurrence is res¬ 
pectfully desired. 

A bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Benjamin Hatch, wasr 
read the firs time. The rule which requires all bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, the bill was read the second 
time forthwith, and ordered to be referred to the committee on 
roads, bridges and ferries, to consider and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to repeal part of an act to appoint com¬ 
missioners for the counties of Covington and Pike, was read the first 
time. The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several 
days was dispensed with, and the bill was read the second time, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendment 
made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled an act to 
authorize Rebecca Fletcher to emancipate a certain slave therein 
named. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 7 o'clock this evening. 

7 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 

clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have adopted the 
following resolution: Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 
this House is now ready to received them in the west end of their 
hall for the purpose of electing members of the different Medical 
Boards established in this state: Whereupon the members of the 
Senate repaired to the House of Representatives, and after having 
taken the seats assigned them, Mr. President arose and announc¬ 
ed the object of the meeting, when the two Houses proceeded to 
elect three members of the Medical Board established at Huntsville. 

Doctors Henry Chambers, Thomas Fearn and Young A. Gray, 
being in nomination. 

For Doct. Chambers, 69. 

Doct. Fearn, 69. 

Doct. Gray, 69. 

Those who voted for Doctors Chambers, Fearn and Gray, are, 

Mr. President Wood Goodhue M'Vay Pickett 

Casey Mr. Speaker Hallett Moore of Mad. Perkins 

Coats Adair Harvey Moore of J. Salter 

Crabb Ashley Hill of T. Moore of Mar. Sims 

Devereux Beck Hill of B. Mardis Shotwell 

Hopkins Brown Harrison Mead Sargent 

M'Camy Barclay Haines M'Laughlin Skinner 

Metcalf Crenshaw Jackson Manly Smith 

Moore Creagh Jones Martin Tindall 

M'Vay Dale King Miller Vining 

Powell Dennis Lister Phillips Whitaker 

Shackleford Fitts Lanier Philpott Weissinger 

Smith Fluker Merriwether Powell Young 69 

Sullivan Fleming M'Lemore Peyton 



Docts. Chambers, Thos. Fearn and Young A. Gray having receiv¬ 
ed all the votes present, were declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly 
elected members of the Medical Board established at Huntsville. 
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The two houses then proceeded to elect three members of the medical 
board at Tuskaloosa. 

Drs. William Parnell, Robert L. Kennon & Richard Inge being in nomina¬ 
tion, the votes were For Dr. Purnell 69 

Dr. Kennon69 
Dr. Inge 69 

Those who voted in the Dr. Purnell, Dr. Kennon and Dr. Inge , are the 
same as in the election of members of the medical board established at 
Huntsville. 

Doctors William Purnell, Robert L. Kennon and Richard Inge , having 
received all the votes present were declared by Mr. Speaker, to be du¬ 
ly elected members of the medical board established at Tuskaloosa. 

The two houses then proceeded to the election of three members of 
the medical board at Cahawba. 

Doct's. Clement C. Billingslea, Wheeler Randall, Daniel Lang, Edward 
Gantt, J ames Kelly , Edward Vassar, Thomas 0. Meux and J ohn H. Miller 
in nomination : the votes were 


Dr. Billingslea 

57 

For Dr. Long 

16 

Dr. Randall 

45 

Dr. Gantt 

21 

Dr. Meux 

34 

Dr. Kelly 

13 

Dr. Miller 

17 

Dr. Vasser 

4 


Those who voted for Dr. Billingslea are, Mr. President, Crabb, Devereux 
Hopkins, Metcalf, Moore, Powell , Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan, Mr. Spea¬ 
ker, Adair, Ashley, Beck, Brown, Barclay, Creagh, Dale, Dennis, Fitts 
Fluker, Fleming, Goodhue, Hallett, Harvey, Hill of T. Hill of B. Haines 
J ackson, J ones , King, Lister, Lanier, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore of Mad. 

Moore of J. Moore of Mar, Mardis, Mead, M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin 
Miller, Philpott, Powell, Peyton, Pickett, Salter, Sims, Shotwell, Skinner 
Smith, Tindall, Vining, Weissinger and Young- 57. 

Those who voted for Dr. Randall are, Mr. Crabb Hopkins M'Camy 
Moore Powell Shackleford Wood Mr. Speaker Adair Ashley Brown 
Barclay Creagh Dale Dennis Fitts Fleming Goodhue Hill of T. Hill 
of B. Harrison Haines J ackson J ones Lister Lanier Merriwether M' 

Lemore M'Vay Moore of Mad. Moore of J. Mardis Mead Manly Martin 
Philpott Powell Peyton Pickett Perkins Shotwell Smith Tindall Whita¬ 
ker and Young- 45. 

Those who voted for Dr. Long are, Mr. Casey, Coats Devereux Met¬ 
calf Murphy Smith Sullivan Wood Ashley Fluker Hallett Hill of B. King 
M'Lemore M'Laughlin and Weissinger- 16. 

Those who voted for Dr. Gantt are, Mr President M'Camy Brown Bar¬ 
clay Crenshaw Harvey Harrison J ackson Mardis Mead Manly Martin 
Phillips Peyton Pickett Perkins Sims Sargent Smith Tindall and Whiat- 
ker- 21. 

Those who voted for Dr. Miller are, Mr Casey Coats Murphy Beck 
Crenshaw Creagh Haines King Merriwether M'Laughlin Miller Phillips 
Sims Sargent Smith Tindall and Whitaker- 17. 

Those who voted for Dr. Kelly are, Mr Coats Devereux Metcalf Wood 
Dennis Fluker Hallett Hill of T. Harrison Moore of Mar. Perkins Sal¬ 
ter Skinner- 13. 

Those who voted for Dr. Meux are , Mr. President, Crabb, Hopkins M' 
Camy Moore Powell Shackleford Smith Mr. Speaker Adair Crenshaw 
Dale Fitts Fleming Goodhue Harvey Jones Lister Lanier Merriwether 
M'Vay Moore of Mad. Moore of J. Moore of Mar. Miller Phillips Phil¬ 
pott, Powell Salter Sargent Skinner Vining Whitaker and Young- 34. 



Those who voted for Dr. Vasser are, Messrs Casey, M'Vay Sullivan and 
Beck- 4. 


Doctors Clement C. Billingslea and Wheeler Randall having received a 
S 
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majority of the whole number of votes were declared by Mr. Speaker to 
be duly elected members of the medical board established at Cahawba. 

The two houses then proceeded to elect a third member of the medi¬ 
cal board at Cahawba. 

Doctors Thomas 0. Meux, Edward Gantt and J ohn H. Miller being in 
nomination the votes were 

For Doct. Meux35 

Doct. Gantt 20 
Doct. Millerl4 

Those who voted for Dr. Meux are, Mr. President, Crabb, Hopkins 
Moore, M'Vay, Powell, Shackleford, Wood, Mr. Speaker, Adair, Cren¬ 
shaw, Dale, Fitts, Fleming, Hallett, Jones, Lister, Lanier, McLemore 
M'Vay, Moore of Mad. Moore of Mar. Moore of J. Miller, Phillips, Phil- 
pott, Powell, Salter, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Smith, Vining , Whita¬ 
ker and Young- 35. 

Those who voted for Dr. Gantt are, Messrs M'Vay Ashley, Brown 
Barclay, Fluker, Goodhue, Harvey, Hill of T. Hill of B. Harrison, Jack- 
son, Mardis, Mead, Manly, Martin, Peyton, Pickett, Perkins, Sims and 
Tindall- 20. 

Those who voted for Dr. Miller are Messrs Casey Coats Devereux 
Metcalf, Smith Sullivan, Beck, Creagh, Dennis, Haines, King, Mer- 
riwether, M'Laughlin and Weissinger- 14. 

Doct. Thomas 0. Meux having received a majority of the whole num¬ 
ber of votes was declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected a member 
of the medical board established at Cahawba. 

The two houses then proceeded to the election of three members of 
the medical board at Claiborne 

Doctors J ohn Bonner, J ohn Watkins, William H. Stewart, J ames Simpson 
and Joseph Wilson, being in nomination the votes were 

For Doct. Bonner 66 For Doct. Simpson 11 

Doct. Watkins 61 Doct. Willson 3 
Doct. Stewart 63 

Those who voted for Dr. Bonner are, Mr. President, Casey Coats 
Crabb, Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy, Metcalf, Moore, M'Vay, Powell 
Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan, Mr. Speaker Adair, Ashley, Brown, Bar¬ 
clay, Crenshaw, Creagh, Dale, Fitts, Fluker, Fleming, Goodhue 
Hallett, Harvey, Hill of T. Hill of B. Harrison, Haines, J ackson, J ones 
King, Lister, Lanier, Merriwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore of Mad. 

Moore of J. Moore of Mar. Mardis, Mead M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin 
Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Powell, Peyton, Pickett, Perkins, Salter 
Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Smith, Tindall, Vining, Whitaker 
Weissinger and Young- 66. 

Those who voted for Dr. Watkins are the same as those who voted for 
Dr. Bonner, except Messrs. Crabb, M'Vay, Shackleford, Barclay and 
Harrison ; and Mr. Beck in addition to those who voted for Dr. Bonner 
voted for Dr. Watkins- 61. 

Those who voted for Dr. Stewart are the same that voted for Dr. Wat¬ 
kins and Messrs. Dennis and Harrison in addition- 63 

Those who voted for Dr Simpson are, Messrs Casey, Crabb Metcalf 
M'Vay, Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan, Beck, Barclay, Dennis, Harrison - 11 

Those who voted for Dr. Wilson are, Messrs Smith, Barclay, Dennis- 3 

Doctors J ohn Bonner, J ohn Watkins and William A. Stewart having re¬ 
ceived a majority of the whole number of votes were declared by Mr. 

Speaker to be duly elected members of the medical board established at 



Claiborne. 

The two houses then proceeded to the election of three members of 
the medical board at Mobile. 
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Doctors Thomas L. Carthy, Elias Roberts, Solomon Mordecai and J ohn 
B. Cumming being in nomination the votes were 

For Doct. Carthy 61 For Doct. Roberts 51 

Doct. Mordecai 59 Doct. Cumming 15 

Those who voted for Dr. Carthy are, Mr. President, Crabb, Devereux 
Hopkins, M'Camy, Moore , M'Vay, Powell, Shackleford, Smith, Sullivan 
Mr. Speaker, Adair, Ashley, Beck, Brown, Barclay, Crenshaw, Creagh, 

Dale, Dennis, Fitts, Fleming, Fluker, Goodhue, Hallett, Flarvey, Hill of 
T. Hill of B. Harrison, Haines, J ackson, J ones, King, Lister, Lanier 
Merriwether, M'Lemore, M'Vay, Moore of Mad. Moore of J. Moore of 
Mor. M'Laughlin, Manly, Martin, Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Powell 
Peyton, Pickett, Salter, Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Smith, 

Vining, Whitaker, Weissinger and Young- 61. 

Those who voted for Dr. Mordecai are, Mr. President Crabb Devereux 
Hopkins, M'Camy, Moore, Powell, Shackleford, Smith, Mr. Speaker, 

Adair, Ashley, Beck, Brown, Barclay, Crenshaw, Creagh, Dale, Dennis 
Fitts, Fluker, Fleming, Goodhue, Hallett Harvey Hill of T. Hill of B. Har¬ 
rison, Haines, Jackson, Jones, King, Lister, Lanier, Merriwether M'emore 
M'Vay, Moore of Mad. Moore of Mar. Moore of J. Mead, M'Laughlin 
Manly Martin Miller, Phillips, Philpott, Powell, Peyton, Pickett, Salter 
Sims, Shotwell, Sargent, Skinner, Smith, Vining, Whitaker, Weissinger 
and Vining 59. 

Those who voted for Dr. Roberts are, Mr. President Devereux Hopkins 
M'Camy Moore M'Vay Powell Shackleford Smith Sullivan Adair Ashley 
Crenshaw Creagh Dale Dennis Fitts Fluker Fleming Goodhue Hallett 
Harvey Hill of T. Hill of B. Harrison Haines J ackson J ones King Lister 
Lanier Merriwether M'Lemore M'Vay Moore of Mad Mead M'Laugh¬ 
lin, Manly Martin, Phillips Philpott Salter Sims Shotwell Sargent Skinner 
Smith Vining Whitaker Weissinger and Young- 51 

Those who voted for Dr. Cumming are Mr. Crabb M'Vay Sullivan 
Mr. Speaker Beck Brown Barclay Haines Moore of J. Moore of Mar. 

Mead Miller Powell Peyton and Pickett- 15. 

Doctors Thomas L. Carthy, Solomon Mordecai and Elias Roberts hav¬ 
ing receive a majority of the whole number of votes were declared by 
Mr. Speaker to be duly elected members of the medical board establish¬ 
ed at Mobile. 

The elections having been gone through, the Senate withdrew, 
and returned to their own chamber, and Mr. President resumed the 
chair. 

When on motion , the Senate adjourned till Friday morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Friday, December 26 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges and ferries to 
whom was referred the bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of 
Benjamin Hatch ; reported the same without amendment. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Representa¬ 
tives therewith. 

Mr. Moore , from the committee on divorce and alimony, to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled an act divorcing Drury Connally from 
Nancy Connally reported the same without amendment. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed : yeas 12 nays 3. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are, 



Mr. President Coats Devereux Moore 

Bibb Conner Hopkins Powell 

Casey Crabb M'Camy Smith 12. 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Metcalf M'Vay Wood- 3. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore , from the same committee to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act divorcing Robert Blassingam from Elizabeth 
Blassingam ; reported the same without amendment. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Yeas 12. Nays 1. 

The yeas & nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Powell 

Coats Devereux Moore Smith 

Conner Hopkins M'Vay Wood- 12. 

Mr. Metcalf voted in the negative- 1. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act divorcing J ane Kelly from her husband J ames 
Kelly ; reported the same without amendment. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed : yeas 9, nays 4. 

The yeas & nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Conner Devereux M'Camy Smith- 9 

Coats Crabb Hopkins Moore 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Metcalf M'Vay Wood- 4. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Representa¬ 
tives therewith. 

Mr. Casey, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act to alter and amend an act entitled an act to pro¬ 
vide for assessing and collecting the taxes of this state, passed Dec. 

17, 1821 ; reported that owing to the advanced period of the session 
they recommend, that the said bill be postponed till the first day of 
the next session. 

Mr. Devereux moved, that the Senate disagree to said report, and 
on the question being put, it was determined in the negative. 

Yeas 5 Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Conner Devereux M'Vay Wood- 50 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Metcalf Smith 

Bibb Hopkins Moore Shackleford- 11 

Coats M'Camy Powell 

So the report was not disagreed to. 

Mr. Casey, from the special committee, to whom was referred 
a resolution on that subject, reported a resolution authorizing the 
comptroller of public accounts to receive all moneys and notes 
arising from the rents of the reserved lands in the town of Cahaw- 
ba; which was read. The rule requiring all joint resolutions to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read the 2d 
time and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Casey from the special committee to whom was referred the mes¬ 
sage of His Ex. the Gov. and accompanying documents in relation to cer¬ 
tain African slaves claimed by this state, reported. The laws of Congress 
prohibiting the slave trade, in force when these Africans were imported 
seem to observe a cautious and delicate policy, owing it is believed to the 
different ideas on the subject of slave property held by the slave holding 



and non-slave holding states ; and that was to leave the disposition of the 
slaves themselves, that might be illegally imported, to the state authorities 
to be disposed of according to the laws of the state or territory into which 
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they should be brought to be made free persons of slaves as might be the 
policy of the state ; declaring however that the original owners illegally 
importing them should have no property in tern; and that when brought 
in they should at once be handed over to the agent appointed by the state 
to receive them ; and in case no agent be thus appointed, then to the o- 
verseers of the poor, with notice thereof to the Governor. As to the ves¬ 
sels concerned in the importation, they were to be condemned as lawful 
prizes ; and the importers were subjected to further penalties. 

Your committee find that in 1818, when the 109 Africans were brought 
into Mobile , no agent was authorized by the territory to receive them ; 
they were not as is believed they should have been delivered to the o- 
verseers of the poor, and the Governor notified as is expressly required 
by law ; but were seized by the marshal in the same manner as if they 
had been subjected to the fate of condemnation awaiting the vessels and 
cargoes. "In 1818, at the first General territorial court, these Africans 
were placed by the court in the hands of private persons on bond for safe 
keeping, free of charge, and there remained until February 1821. At 
the 1st Federal District Court; when they were ordered into the care of 
the marshal for safe keeping and there they still have remained as a mat¬ 
ter of individual emolument to that officer, and subject to costs and charg¬ 
es for sustenance , instead of being in the faithful keeping and useful pub¬ 
lic service of the state. 

At the session of the legislature in 1821, your committee find this subject 
was first land before this body, by an executive communication : but either 
not being understand , or not being acted on in time for full consideration, 
nothing definitive was done towards the prosecution of the claim of the 
state for the temporary possession, nor the eventual disposition of the 
slaves. Your committee has been informed that afterwards at the suc¬ 
ceeding district federal court the solicitor of that circuit and other counsel 
according to instructions from the Executive, proposed to the court to 
place the slaves for safe keeping (several having been run off) in cer¬ 
tain responsible hands who should be bound for their ultimate forthcom¬ 
ing to be employed in the meantime in public useful service in improv¬ 
ing the leading roads : this application was not granted by the court, the 
Executive not being authorized by any express law to make it or to em¬ 
ploy force. At the last session the subject was again brought before the 
legislature by an Executive communication with documents shewing sev¬ 
eral other cases of slaves illegally imported, that had been condemned by 
this alone district court in 1821, wherein it appeared that the marshal 
charged for safe keeping and sustenance consumed, the full amount for 
which they said. 

Your committee upon further enquiry, find that in conformity with the 
act of last session an agent was appointed for the temporary employment 
of slaves in this situation, and instructions given for employing them on 
the leading stat roads, during the pending controversy. It appears from 
a documents submitted to your committee, that ths course was not only ap¬ 
proved by the supreme court of the United States but was unopposed 
and rather approbated by the counsel of the claimants then present. 
Application was conformably to the suggestions of that high federal au¬ 
thority made to the district court at J une term last. I n preparing which 
application to the court, it appears by the report of the solicitor of that 
circuit who moved the same in behalf of the agent for the state, that 
the leading counsel for the opposing claimants even assisted and no ob¬ 
jection was made from the quarter -- yet the motion was refused and the 



slaves have been of course continued in the hands of the marshal. 

It is not the purpose of your committee to censure the judicial author¬ 
ity which has deemed it proper to direct these slaves to be withheld from 
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the state authorities however indistinct may be their impression of justifi¬ 
able reasons for the same. But they deem it due to the rights and inter¬ 
ests of the state to assert such control over the property in question 
and its disposition as appertains to the state, not prejudicing the claimants; 
and as the laws of the United States allow the state to claim and dispose 
of the property specially or otherwise as the public interest may de- 
mandBelieving also that their interest will be promoted by providing 
that in the determination of the cases in favor of the state, the property 
be specially retained in public employ till the succeeding session of the 
legislature, and in the mean time, that the endeavours of the executive 
to maintain the public interest should be seconded. 

Ordered, That the report lie on the table. 

Mr. Casey, from the same committee, also reported a bill, to be 
entitled an act in addition to an act to carry into effect the laws of the 
United States prohibitg the slave trade; which was read the first 
time. The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, the bill was read the second time and 
ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole House and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Devereux called up the bill entitled an act to repeal part of 
an act entitled an act to appoint commissioners for the counties of 
Covington and Pike. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the words "counties of Covington and Pike,” be 
stricken out of the caption and the words "counties therein named" 
be inserted in lieu thereof. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith 

Mr. Coats, from the special committee , to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled an act to alter and amend an act to revise, consolidate 
and amend the several acts relative to the militia of this state passed 
at Cahawba 31st Dec. 1822; reported the same as amended which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Crabb moved, that the second section of the bill be stricken 
out; which was lost, yeas 3, nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are 
Mr. Conner Crabb Wood- 3 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats M'Camy M'Vay Smith- 13 

Bibb Devereux Metcalf Powell 

Casey Hopkins Moore Shackleford 

Ordered, That it be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson 
their clerk: 

Mr. President:- I am instructed by the House of Representatives 
to inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time and 
passed, bills originating in your honorable body, of the following ti¬ 
tles, to wit: 

An act to incorporate the Huntsville Library Company ; and an 
act for the relief of Thomas C. J ones. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the bill, entitled an act declaring Bas¬ 
sett's creek, in Clarke county, a navigable stream, was taken up. 

Ordered, That it be referred to a special committee consisting of 
Messrs. Smith and M'Vay to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Casey offered the following resolution ; whereas, Thomas H. 



Wiley, who was declared duly and constitutionally elected a commis- 
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sioner of loans from referrence to the journal of the proceedings of 
the Senate had not a constitutional majority ; therefore, 

Resolved, By the Senate, that with the concurrence of the House 
of Representatives the Senate will meet in the Representative Hall 
this evening at 7 o'clock, to elect a commissioner to act with the 
governor obtaining a loan for the bank; and a judge of the county 
court of Walker county. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend the resolution by striking out "this 
evening” and inserting "to morrow evening:" which was carried. 

The resolution as amended, was then adopted. 

Ordered, That it be sent to the House for concurrence. 

Mr. Smith from the special committee to whom was referred the 
bill entitled an act declaring Bassett's creek in Clarke county, a 
navigable stream reported the same as amended which was concur¬ 
red in. The bill was then passed. Ordered, That it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A bill to be entitled an act to improve the navigation of Coosa 
river and to aid in its connexion with the Tennessee waters, was 
read the third time and laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have read three 
times and passed, a resolution directing the Governor to commission 
the several persons elected members of the medical boards; in which 
they desire your concurrence. The resolution was read the first time. 

The rule which requires all joint resolutions to be read on three se¬ 
veral days, was dispensed with, and the resolution was read the sec- 
cond and third time forthwith and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled, an act to divorce Margaret Toney from her husband 
Charles Toney; 

An act to provide for choosing electors of President and Vice 
President of the United States ; and 

An act to divorce Mary H. J udge from her husband William J udge: 
which were accordingly signed by the president. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled an act to enable the mayor and 
aldermen of the city of Mobile, to pass quarantine laws : was read 
the third time amended by way of rider, on motion of Mr. M'Vay, 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Engrossed bill, to be entitled an act to authorize the stockholders 
in the Tombeckbe Bank to remove the same, amended by way of 
rider on Mr. Powell's motion and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Evening Session. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled, an act establishing a certain county therein named ; 
which was accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 
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Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third 
time and passed a bill, entitled an act to authorize the administrators 
of Isaac Edwards, deceased, to comply with the contracts made by 
their intestate, respecting his real estate. 

They concur in the amendments made by your honorable body 
to the bill, entitled an act to repeal part of an act entitled an act to 
appoint commissioners for certain counties therein named, and for 
other purposes. 

They also concur in the resolution of your honorable body, pro¬ 
posing to meet this House to-morrow evening at 7 o'clock to elect 
a commissioner to act with the Governor in effecting a loan for the 
State Bank and a judge of the county court of Walker county. 

They have read a third time and passed bills, originating in their 
House, entitled an act to authorize the Governor to direct a suit 
against the Huntsville Bank; 

An act to incorporate Flint River Navigation Company; 

An act regulating security in any suit at law, or in chancery; 

An act to establish certain election precincts therein named 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to appoint commissioners 
to lay out certain roads therein specified and for other purposes; 

An act to prevent abuses in granting letters of administration; 

An act to authorize Young A. Gray to convey certain real estate 
therein named; in all of which they desire your concurrence. 

They have read a third time and passed a bill, originating in your 
honorable body, entitled an act to repeal so much of an act, passed 
on the 15th day of December, 1821, as allows Samuel Dale for life 
the half pay of a colonel in the army of the United States, and have 
amended the same by two additional sections; in which they desire 
your concurrence. And then the withdrew. 

A bill entitled an act to prevent abuses in granting letters of ad¬ 
ministration ; was read the first time, and on the question "Shall 
this bill pass to a 2d reading." it was determined in the negative. 

A bill, entitled an act to amend an act to appoint commissioners 
to lay out certain roads therein specified, and for other purposes; 
was read the first time. The rule which requires all bills to be read 
on three several days was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
2d and 3d time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to establish certain election precincts 
therein named : was read the first time . The rule which requires 
all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with and the 
bill was read the 2d and 3d time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act requiring security in any suit at law, or in 
chancery, was read the first time. The rule which requires all bills 
to be read on three several days was dispensed with, and the bill was 
read the second time : and on the question "Shall this bill pass to a 
third reading ?" it was determined in the negative. 

A bill, entitled an act to incorporate the Flint River Navigation 
Company, in Morgan county ; was read the first time: and the rule 
requiring all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, it was read the second time forthwith. 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading on to-morrow. 
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A bill, entitled an act authorizing the Governor to direct suit 
against the Huntsville Bank; was read the first time, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Casey moved that the bill entitled an act to repeal so much 
of an act, passed on the 15th day of Dec. 1821, as allows Samuel 
Dale for life, the half pay of colonel in the army of the United 
States, together with the amendments made thereto by the House 
of Representatives, lie on the table till the first day of the next ses¬ 
sion of the General Assembly ; which was lost- Yeas 6, Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Casey Shackleford Smith- 6. 

Bibb Hopkins 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell 

Conner Devereux Metcalf M'Vay Wood- 10. 

Mr. M'Vay moved that the Senate disagree to the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives to said bill ; which was car¬ 
ried- Yeas 9, Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Coats Crabb Metcalf M'Vay Wood- 9. 

Conner M'Camy Moore Powell 

Those who voted in the negative, are 
Mr. President Casey Hopkins Smith- 7. 

Bibb Devereux Shackleford 

A bill entitled an act to authorize Young A. Gray to convey cer¬ 
tain real estate therein mentioned ; was read the first time. The rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was read the second time; and ordered to be read the 
third time on to morrow. 

Mr. Shackleford called up the bill to be entitled an act to im¬ 
prove the navigation of the Coosa River, and to aid in its connexion 
with the Tennessee waters was taken up. 

The blanks were then filled and the bill ordered to lie on the ta¬ 
ble till to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the people of the state 
of Alabama ; was read the third time. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the bill, by way 
of rider: "Provided , that the president and directors of said bank 
will enter into bond and security in such sum as may be approved by 
the Governor, payable to the Governor aforesaid and his successors 
in office, that said bank will well and truly render all such Huntsville 
money received as aforesaid, by or before the second Monday in 
November next, in the paper of specie paying banks, such as is re¬ 
ceivable in the land offices in this state : and provided further, that 
the notes of the said bank shall not be received in payment of taxes 
until the Governor shall issue his proclamation certifying that the 
provisions of this act have been carried into effect;" which was read 
three several times and adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill lie on the table. 

Engrossed bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of the tax col¬ 
lectors of Marengo county, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be "An act for the relief of the tax collec¬ 
tors of certain counties therein named." and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 



T 
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A bill, entitled an act to authorize the administrators of Walter 
Otey, deceased, to sell certain real estate, was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, to be entitled an act providing for the collection of moneys 
due to counties and county taxes, was read the third time and laid 
on the table. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

Saturday, December 27 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Powell, from the committee of accounts to whom was refer¬ 
red the petition and account of J ohn Martin, late sheriff and jailer 
of Montgomery county, against the state. Reported, "That they 
have had the same under consideration and are of opinion that the 
account ought not to be allowed there being no evidence before 
your committee to establish the same. 

Ordered, That the report, together with the documents, lie on the 
table till the next session of the General Assembly. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed bills 
originating in their House, entitled, 

An act to allow the administrators of Aaron Murphy, deceased, to 
convey a certificate therein named ; 

An act to revise and amend an act, entitled an act to revise, con¬ 
solidate and amend the several acts relative to the militia of this 
state; 

An act to authorize Claiborne Wright and his associates and Al¬ 
exander G. Morgan and his associates to make certain improvements 
in the navigation of the Tennessee river; in which they desire your 
concurrence. 

They have passed bills, originating in your House, entitled, 

An act to enable the mayor and aldermen of the city of Mobile to 
pass quarantine laws ; and 

An act to authorize the stockholders in the Tombeckbe Bank to 
remove the same. 

Mr. Casey, from the special committee to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor's message as relates to the establishment of 
the Bank of th estate of Alabama, reported a bill, to be entitled and 
act supplemental to an act to establish the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama : which was read. The rule which repairs all bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was read 
the second and third time forthwith, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Mr. Powell, from the committee of accounts, to which was re¬ 
ferred the bill, to be entitled an act authorizing the payment of cer¬ 
tain claims against the state for keeping prisoners, Reported "That 
they have had the same under consideration, together with the ac¬ 
companying documents and that the committee have instructed him 
to report that it is inexpedient to pass said bill ; first, because the 
accounts on which the said bill is founded, are not duly authentica- 
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ted ; and secondly because there is no evidence before your com¬ 
mittee establishing the insolvency of the prisoners, without which 
the state is not, as your committee believe, bound to pay the same 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. Crabb, from the military committee, to whom was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of provi¬ 
ding by law, that the Governor furnish the several brigadier generals 
of this state with blank commissions with instructions to fill up the 
same, when required under their respective commands. Reported, 
That they have had the same under consideration and are of opin¬ 
ion that it would be improper to legislate on that subject, inasmuch 
as the 15th section of the 6th article of the Constitution of this state 
provides "that all returns of elections for officers who are to be 
commissioned by the Governor, shall be made to the secretary of 
state;" and the 13th section of the 4th article of the Constitution 
requires that all commissions be attested by the secretary : which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Crabb from the same committee to whom was referred a 
resolution of the Senate, instructing them to inquire into the expedi¬ 
ency of making an appropriation for the purpose of purchasing one 
or more field pieces for the use of the Tuskaloosa Volunteer Artille¬ 
ry Company, Reported That they have had the same under consid¬ 
eration and beg leave to report, that it would be inexpedient at this 
time to make an appropriation for that purpose; which was con- 
cured in. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled: 

Resolution providing more effectually for the trial of the writ of 
quo warranto now depending in the 5th judicial circuit, against the 
Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville ; 

Resolution respecting the further distribution of the laws of this 

State; 

An act to establish the town of Carthage, in Tuskaloosa county; 

An act to amend the several acts for the settlement and relief of 
the poor; 

An act to authorize Rebecca Fletcher to emancipate a certain 
slave therein named ; and 

An act authorizing Richard Inge and Green Hill, executors of 
the last will and testament of J ohn J. I nge, deceased to sell and 
convey real estate : all of which were accordingly signed by Mr. 
President. 

A message was received from the Governor byj. J. Pleasants, 
esquire notifying the Senate that he did, on the 26th instant, ap¬ 
prove and sign, an act establishing a certain county therein named; 
which originated in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, the bill, entitled an act to improve 
the navigation of the Coosa river, and to aid in its connexion with 
the Tennessee waters, was taken up. 

The question was then put, "Shall this bill pass?” and determin¬ 
ed in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A bill, entitled an act to revise and amend an act, to revise, con- 
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solidate and amend the several acts relative to the militia of this 
state, was read the first time. The rule which requires all bills to 
be read on three several days was dispensed with, and the bill was 
read the second time forthwith, and ordered to be referred to the 
military committee to consider and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs Metcalf and Coats be added to the military 
committee. 

A bill entitled an act to allow the administrators of Aaron Murphy 
deceased, to convey a certificate therein named, was read the first 
time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days 
being dispensed with, it was read the second & third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House of Representa¬ 
tives therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize Claiborne Wright and his asso¬ 
ciates and A. G. Morgan and his associates, to make certain im¬ 
provements in the navigation of the Tennessee river, was read the 
first time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, the bill was read the second time forth¬ 
with, and ordered to be referred to the committee on inland navi¬ 
gation, to consider and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs. M'Vay and Crabb be added to the com¬ 
mittee on inland navigation. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the committee of the whole was dis¬ 
charged from the consideration of the bill, to be entitled an act 
in addition to an act to carry into effect the laws of the United States 
prohibiting the slave trade. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading on Mon¬ 
day next. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That the bill entitled an act 
to alter and amend an act to revise, consolidate and amend the sev¬ 
eral acts relative to the militia of this state, passed at Cahawba on 
the 31st day of December 1822, lie on the table. 

An engrossed resolution, authorizing the comptroller of public ac¬ 
counts to receive all moneys and notes arising from the rents of the 
reserved lands in the town of Cahawba, was read the third time 
amended by way of rider on Mr. Casey's motion, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

A bill, entitled an act to incorporate the Flint River Navigation 
Company, in Morgan county, was read the second time. The rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days being 
dispensed with, it was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize Young A. Gray to convey cer¬ 
tain real estate therein mentioned was read a third time & passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act for the relief of Benjamin Hatch, was read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the House of Representatives 
informing them that the Senate have nearly completed the business 
before them, and will be ready to adjourn, sine die, this evening at 
10 o'clock ; which was adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Crabb, the bill entitled an act for the relief of 
the people of the State of Alabama; was taken up. 

The bill was read the third time and laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives recede from their 
amendments to the bill, entitled an act to repeal so much of an act 
passed on the 15th day of December, 1821, as allows Samuel Dale, 
for life, the half pay of a colonel in the army of the United States. 

They have read a third time and passed, bills originating in their 
House, entitled an act to authorize the president and trustees of the 
University of Alabama to dispose of the land belonging to said in¬ 
stitution by admitting entries; 

An act in relation to seamen belonging to vessels in merchants' 
service; 

An act to amend the charter of the Planters' and Merchants' Bank 
of Huntsville, and to provide for the speedy resumption of specie 
payments thereby; 

An act to emancipate a certain slave named Letitia; 

An act to provide for the payment of state witnesses; 

An act to establish a certain road therein named, and for other 
purposes; 

An act for the further organization of the militia in the counties 
of Pike and Covington; 

I n all of which they desire your concurrence. 

They have passed a bill, originating in your House, entitled an 
act to amend the charter of the Tombeckbe Bank. 

A bill, entitled an act to amend the charter of the Planters' and 
Merchants' Bank of Huntsville, and to provide for the speedy re¬ 
sumption of specie payments thereby ; was read the first time. The 
rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days being 
dispensed with, the bill was read the second time, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A bill entitled an act to provide for the payment of state witnesses; 
was read the first time, and ordered to be read the second time on 
Monday next. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize the president and trustees of 
the University of Alabama, to dispose of the lands belonging to said 
institution by admitting entries ; was read the first time. 

The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days 
was dispensed with, and the bill was read the second time forthwith. 

Mr. Bibb moved, that the rule be further dispensed with, and that 
the bill receive its third reading forthwith ; which was lost.- Yeas 9, 

Nays 6. (Two thirds being necessary to dispense with the rule.) 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford- 9. 

Casey Devereux M'Camy Moore 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President M'Vay Powell Smith Wood- 6. 

Crabb 

Ordered, That the bill be read the third time on Monday next. 

A bill, entitled an act to establish a certain road therein named; 
was read the third time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, it was read the second and 



third time and passed. 
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Ordered, That the words "and for other purposes" be added to 
the title, and that the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act in relation to seamen belonging to vessels in 
merchants' service ; was read the first time. The rule requiring all 
bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill 
was read the second time forthwith, and ordered to be read the third 
time on Monday next. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have passed bills 
originating in their House, entitled an act to authorize Wm. 
and his associates, to erect a toll bridge over Gravelly creek; 

An act to compel parties to suites, who plead the loss of any in¬ 
strument in writing under which they claim benefit, to make oath of 
the truth of such pleading; 

An act regulating appeals from the county court to the circuit court; 

An act to incorporate the town of Greenville in the county of 
Butler; in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have passed a bill, originating in your House, entitled 
to prevent fraudulent conveyances; 

An act pointing out the manner by which the streets in the towns 
of Tuskaloosa and Montgomery shall be kept in good order, and for 
other purposes ; An act supplemental to an act to establish the 
Bank of the State of Alabama ; 

An act restricting officers from taking commissioners on costs col¬ 
lected by them on executions ; and, resolution concerning the district 
court of the United States. 

A bill, entitled an act to emancipate a certain slave named Leti- 
tia; & an act for the further organization of the militia in the counties 
of Covington and Pike; were severally read the first time. The 
rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days being dispens¬ 
ed with, they were read th second & third time forthwith & passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled an act to repeal an act declaring certain roads there¬ 
in named public roads, until otherwise provided for by law, passed 
Dec. 24th, 1822; An act to establish certain election precincts there¬ 
in named ; An act divorcing Robert Blassingam from Elizabeth 
Blassingam ; An act to amend an at entitled an act to appoint com¬ 
missioners to lay out certain roads therein specified, and for other 
purposes ; An act to authorize the administrators of Walter Otey, 
deceased, to sell certain real estate; An act divorcing Drury Con- 
nally for Nancy Connally ; An act divorcing J ane Kelly from her 
husband J ames Kelly ; and an act to repeal part of an act, entitled 
an act to appoint commissioners for certain counties therein nam¬ 
ed; and for other purposes, passed Dec. 18, 1822 ; all of which were 
accordingly signed by Mr. President. And then the Senate adjourn¬ 
ed till half past two o 'clock this evening. 

Evening Session. 

A bill, entitled an act to compel parties to a suit who plead the 
loss of any instrument in writing under which they claim a benefit 
to make oath of the truth of such pleading, was read the first time. 

The rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, the bill was read the second time forthwith, and, order¬ 
ed to be read the third time on Monday next. 
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A bill, entitled an act to regulate appeals from the county court 
to the circuit court, was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

A bill, entitled an act to incorporate the town of Greenville in 
the county of Butler; and, 

An act to authorize William Black and his associates to erect a till 
bridge over Gravelly Creek ; were severally read the first time. The 
rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, they were read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk; 
Mr. President, the House of Representatives have passed a bill, originat¬ 
ing in your House, entitled an act to appoint commissioners to improve 
the navigation of the Tennessee River, and have amended the same by 
striking out six in the 5th section and inserting nine. They have also pas¬ 
sed a bill originating in your honorable body, entitled An act to repeal in 
part and amend an act entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish 
a state University, passed Dec. 18, 1821, and have amended the same by 
an additional proviso- in which they desire your concurrence. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bibb be added to the committee on enrolled bill. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendment 
made by the House of Representatives, to the bill, entitled an act to 
appoint commissioners to improve the navigation of the Tennessee 
River. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, Ordered, That the bill, entitled an act to repeal in 
part and amend an act entitled an act supplementary to an act to 
establish a State University, passed December 18, 1821, together 
with the amendments made thereto by the House of Representa¬ 
tives, lie on the table. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee on inland navigation, to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled an act authorizing Claiborne 
Wright and his associates, & Alexander S. Morgan and his associates, 
to make certain improvements in the navigation of the Tennessee 
River, reported the same as amended, which was concurred in. 

Ordered, That said bill lie on the table. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk; 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed bills, 
originating in your honorable body, entitled an act to authorize 
William E. Dupree to emancipate a certain slave named Billy ; and 
have amended the same as herewith shown. 

They have passed bills, originating in their House, entitled an act 
regulating the fees of justices and constables ; in which they desire 
your concurrence. 

They have read a third time and passed a memorial, originating 
in your honorable body, entitled memorial of the General Assembly 
of the state of Alabama, to the Congress of the United State, and 
have amended the same by striking out "sixty" and inserting "nine¬ 
ty;" in which amendment they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Crabb, from the military committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled an act to revise and amend an act, entitled an act 
to revise, consolidate and amend the several acts relative to the mi¬ 
litia of this state, reported the following resolution : Resolved, That 
it is inexpedient to pass the bill, and that it lie on the table until the 
first day of the next session of the General Assembly; which was 



disagreed to. 
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Ordered, That the bill lie on the table till Monday next. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives, to the bill, entitled an act to 
authorize Wm. E. Dupree to emancipate a certain slave therein named. 
Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives, to the memorial of the 
General Assembly of the state of Alabama, to the Congress of the 
United States. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act regulating the fees of justices and constables, 
was read the first time. 

Mr. Bibb moved that the further consideration of the bill be post¬ 
poned till the first day of next session of the General Assembly; 
which was lost- Yeas 5, Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Devereux Smith Wood- 5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell- 9. 

Casey Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay 

Ordered, That the bill be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on Monday next. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 7 o'clock this evening. 

7 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Casey the bill, entitled an act to repeal in part 
and to amend an act, entitled ana ct to establish a State University, 
passed Dec. 18, 1821, was taken up. 

Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendment made by the 
House of Representatives thereof. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President, the House of Representatives have adopted the following 
resolution : Resolved, that the Senate be informed that this House is now 
ready to receive them in the west end of their Hall to go into the elec¬ 
tion of a commissioners of the loan for the State Bank ; and a J udge of the 
county court of Walker county. Whereupon, the members of the Sen¬ 
ate repaired to the hall of the House of Representatives, and after having 
taken the seats assigned them, Mr. President arose and declared the ob¬ 
ject of the meeting. When the two Houses proceeded to elect a com¬ 
missioners to act with the Governor in effecting a loan from the State Bank, 
Thomas H. Wiley alone being in nomination. 

For Mr. Wiley, 64. 

Those who voted for Mr. Wiley, are, 

Mr. President Wood Fleming Moore of Mad. Pickett 

Coats Mr. Speaker Goodhue Moore of J. Perkins 

Conner Adiar Hallett Moore of Mar. Salter 

Crabb Beck Harvey Mardis Sims 

Devereux Brown Hill of T. Mead Shotwell 

Hopkins Barclay Hill of B. Manly Sargent 

M'Camy Crenshaw Harrison M'Laughlin Skinner 

Metcalf Creagh Jackson Martin Smith 

Moore Dale Jones Miller Tindall 

M'Vay Dennis Lister Phillips Whitaker 

Powell Fields Lanier Philpott Weissinger 



Shackleford Fitts Merriwether Powell Young- 64. 

Smith Fluker M'Vay Peyton 

Mr. Wiley having received all the votes present, was declared by Mr. 
Speaker to be duly elected. 



153 


The two Houses then proceeded to elect a judge of the county court of 
Walker county. David Murphy, sen'r. being in nomination. 

For Mr. Murphy, 65 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Murphy are the same that voted for Mr. Wil¬ 
ley, and Mr. Casey in addition. 

David Murphy, senr. having received all the votes present, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. speaker to be duly elected judge of the county court of 
Walker county. 

The elections having been gone through, the Senate withdrew and 
retired to their own chamber, and Mr. President resumed the chair. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till Monday at 10 o'clock. 

Monday, December 29. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk. 
Mr. President, I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform 
your honorable body, that they have passed bills, originating in their bo¬ 
dy, entitled An act to change the state road and for other purposes; An 
act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
town of Athens in Limestone county, passed Nov. 19, 1818 ; An act to 
emancipate the persons therein named; An act for the better regulating 
the public officers in the several counties in this state. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as 
correctly enrolled, an act to establish regular justices' courts in this 
state; which was signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Casey moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate on the 
question to concur in the amendment made by the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives to the bill, entitled an act to repeal in part and amend an 
act, entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish a State uni¬ 
versity, passed Dec. 18, 1821; which was carried. 

Mr. Casey then moved to strike out all of the amendment made 
by the House of Representatives to said bill, after the word "provi¬ 
ded," and insert in lieu thereof the following : "that the bond now 
required of the treasurer of this state for the faith ful discharge of the 
duties of his office, shall be given in the penalty of eighty thousand 
dollars, which shall operate as security for the safe keeping, as well 
of any funds belonging to the University of this state, that may be 
at any time deposited in the treasury of this state, as of moneys paid 
into or deposited in the said treasury on other accounts ; provided 
also, that the board of trustees be requested to inform the General 
Assembly, during their next session, of the amount of moneys paid 
over to the treasurer, the time when so paid over, and how long 
it remained in his care, so as to enable them to allow such addition¬ 
al compensation to said treasurer, as they may deem just and pro¬ 
per; which was carried. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, the bill, entitled an act to authorize 
Claiborne Wright and his associates, and A. G. Morgan and his as¬ 
sociates, to make certain improvements in the navigation of the 
Tennessee river, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, the Senate resolved itself into a com¬ 
mittee of the whole on said bill, Mr. Casey in the chair, and after 
some time spent in the consideration thereof, the committee rose, 

Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Casey reported the same 
with sundry amendments : which were concurred in. 
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The bill was further amended on Mr. Crabb's motion, and order¬ 
ed to lie on the table till 3 o'clock this evening. 

A bill entitled an act to repeal in part and amend an cat to imcor- 
porate the town of Athens, in Limestone county, passed 19th Nov. 

1818, was read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was read the 
second and third time forthwith, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to change the state road, and for other pur¬ 
poses, was read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read the se¬ 
cond time forthwith. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the bill: "And 
provided further, that the commissioners be paid out of their county 
treasuries respectively:' which was adopted. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following amendment to the bill: "And be 
it farther enacted, That the commissioners heretofore appointed in 
Montgomery county to view and mark out the state road from Lime 
Creek to Tuskaloosa, be required so to change the route of said 
road, as that the same shall pass through the town of Coosawda;" 
which was adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill be read the third time this evening. 

A bill, entitled an act for the better regulating the proceedings sof 
public officers in the several counties in this state, was read the first 
time. The rule, &c. being dispensed with, it was read the second 
time forthwith. 

Mr. Smith moved to amend the bill, by striking out the word 
"three" in the first section, and inserting "four;" which was adopt¬ 
ed. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days 
being further dispensed with, the bill was read the third time as 
amended, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have passed bills, ori¬ 
ginating in your honorable body, entitled, 

An act authorizing a lottery to aid in the improvement of the navigation 
of I ndian Creek; 

An act to improve the navigation of the Coosa river, and to aid in its 
connexion with the Tennessee waters. 

They have passed bills, originating in their House, entitled, 

An act to compensate Ferdinand Sannoner for a map of the State of 
Alabama; 

An act amendatory to the laws now in force respecting roads; 

An act to permit J ulius Chamberlain to vend goods in this state; 

An act to authorize Rodah Horton and associate to construct a turnpike 
road therein named: In which they desire your concurrence 

A bill, entitled an act to emancipate the persons therein nam¬ 
ed; and 

An act to compensate Ferdinand Sannoner for a map of the 
state of Alabama; were severally read the first time. The rule re¬ 
quiring all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, they were read the second and third time forthwith and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary inform the House thereof. 
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A bill entitled an act amendatory to the laws now in force in this 
state respecting roads &c. was read the first time. The rule requi¬ 
ring all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, 
it was read the second time and ordered to be referred to the com¬ 
mittee on roads, bridges and ferries to consider and report thereon. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives disagree to the amend¬ 
ment made by your honorable body to the amendment made by them to the 
bill entitled an act to repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act sup¬ 
plementary to an act to establish a state university, passed Dec. 18, 1821. 

A bill entitled an act to permit J ulius Chamberlain to vend goods 
in this state, was read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to 
be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was 
read the second time forthwith. 

Mr. Casey moved that the bill lie on the table till the first day of 
the next session of the General Assembly : which was carried. 

A bill entitled an act to authorize Rodah Horton and associates 
to construct a turnpike road therein named, was read the first time. 

The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days being 
dispensed with, it was read the second time and ordered to be re¬ 
ferred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, to consider 
and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Moore be added to the committee on roads, 
bridges and ferries. 

Ordered, That the Senate insist upon their amendment to the 
amendment made by the House of Representatives to the bill, enti¬ 
tled an act to repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act sup¬ 
plementary to an act to establish a state university, passed Decem¬ 
ber 18, 1821. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

The bill, entitled an act to amend the charter of the Planters' and 
Merchants' Bank of Huntsville, and to provide for the speedy re¬ 
sumption of specie payments thereby, was taken up. 

Mr. Moore offered the following amendment to the bill: 

"Sec.— Be it further enacted, that nothing contained in the above re¬ 
cited act, whether accepted or rejected by the President Directors &Co. 
of the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville, shall be so construed 
as to lessen impair, or interfere in any wise whatever with the laws here¬ 
tofore passed giving summary process for the recovery of specie against 
said bank to the holder of holders of any bank note or notes heretofore 
issued, or which may be hereafter issued, by the President, Directors & 
Company of said Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville;" which 
was adopted. 

The bill was further amended on Mr. Casey's motion, and then 
read the third time as amended, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled an act in addition to an act to 
carry into effect the laws of the United States prohibiting the slave 
trade, was read the third time, and on the question "Shall the bill 
pass?" it was determined in the negative- Yeas 6, Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey M'Camy Metcalf M'Vay Wood- 6. 

Devereux 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats Crabb Moore Shackleford- 9. 

Bibb Conner Hopkins Powell 

So the bill was rejected. 

A message from the Governor, by J. J. Pleasants , Esquire. 

Mr. President- The Governor did , on this day, approve and sign, 

An act to amend the several acts for the settlement and relief of the 

poor; 

Resolution providing more effectually for the trial of the writ of quo 
warranto now depending in the fifth judicial circuit, against the Planters 
and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville ; 

An act to authorize Rebecca Fletcher to emancipate a certain slave 
therein named ; 

An act authorizing Richard Inge and Greene Hill, executors of the last 
will & testament of J ohn J. I nge, deceased, to sell and convey real estate 

An act to establish the town of Carthage, in Tuscaloosa county; and 

Resolution respecting the further distribution of the laws of this state 
all of which originated in the Senate. 

A bill , entitled an act to provide for the payment of state wit¬ 
nesses, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till half past 2 o'clock this 
evening. 

Evening Session. 

A message from the H. of Representatives , by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third time 
and passed bills, originating in their body, entitled, 

An act to incorporate the trustees of Claiborne Academy; 

An act to provide for the sale of land and slaves at the towns of Court- 
land and Tuscumbia, in certain cases; 

An act to authorize William Blake to emancipate a negro man slave 
named J acob. 

They have read a third time, and passed a bill, originating in your hon¬ 
orable body, entitled an act to allow Henry Hitchcock compensation for 
superintending the printing the Digest and making the index for the same 
and for other purposes ;" and have amended the same by striking from 
the 2d section thereof, the words "and fifty;” and by an additional sec¬ 
tion : I n which amendments they desire your concurrence. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize William Blake to emancipate a 
negro man slave named J acob ; and 

An act to incorporate the trustees of the Claiborne Academy; 
were severally read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, they were several¬ 
ly read the second and third time and passed. Ordered, That the 
secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to change the state road, and for other pur¬ 
poses, was read the third time as amended, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to provide for the sale of land and slaves at 
the towns of Courtland and Tuscumbia in certain cases, was read 
the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days being dispensed with, the bill was read the second and 
third time forthwith, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 



On motion Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendment 
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made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled an act to 
allow Henry Hitchcock compensation for superintending the print¬ 
ing the Digest and making the index for the same. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill entitled an act regulating the fees of justices and consta¬ 
bles was read the second time. 

Mr. Wood moved to amend the bill by striking out the 3d sec¬ 
tion which regulates the fees of justices of the peace ; which was 
lost- Yeas 7, Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Shackleford Smith Wood- 7. 

Casey Devereux 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell- 9. 

Conner Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay 

Mr. Casey moved that the bill lie on the table till the first day of 
next session of the General Assembly ;which was lost. 

Yeas 7. Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Shackleford Smith Wood- 7. 

Casey Devereux 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell- 9. 

Conner Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay 

Mr. Hopkins offered the following amendment to the bill : "Pro¬ 
vided, that nothing in this act contained shall be so construed as to 
prevent sheriffs or their deputies from executing any attachment 
which may be issued by any justice of the peace, and returnable to 
any court of record which was adopted. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the bill : "And 
provided further, that nothing herein shall prevent such officers 
from completing business by them already commenced which was 
adopted. 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment to the bill: 

"Sec — Be it further enacted, That counsellors and attorneys at law 
shall be entitled to receive none other than the following fees, to wit: 

For prosecuting or defending a suit in the county court, $2 00 

For like services in the circuit court, 3 00 

For prosecuting or defending a suit in chancery, 10 00 

For prosecuting or defending a mixed or real action, when 

the titles or bounds of lands are in question 15 00 

Sec. — Be it further enacted, That if any counsellor or attorney at law 
shall either directly or indirectly charge or receive any larger fee than 
is allowed in the foregoing section without making a special contract for 
the same, he shall be liable to a prosecution for extortion;" which was 
adopted. 

Mr. Wood also offered the following amendment: "And be it fur¬ 
ther enacted, that hereafter no lawyer shall be entitled to receive 
more than two per cent, for collecting any money, unless a special 
contract is made to the contrary ; which was also adopted. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the bill : "Be it 
further enacted, that this act shall commence and be in force from 
and after the first day of J une next." 

Mr. Shackleford moved to amend the amendment by striking out 



the word "J une," which was lost. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment of¬ 
fered by Mr. Powell, and determined in the affirmative. 
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Yeas 11, Nays 5. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. Bibb Crabb Devereux Powell Smith 

Casey Conner M'Camy Shackleford Wood- 11 

Coats 

Those who voted in the negative , are: 

Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf Moore M'Vay- 5. 

Ordered, That the bill be made the order of the day for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act to compel parties to a suit who plead the 
loss of any instrument in writing under which they claim a benefit 
to make oath of the truth of such pleading ; was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson 
their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third 
time and passed a bill, originating in your honorable body, entitled 
an act to alter the times of holding courts in the first second, third 
and sixth judicial circuits, and have amended the same by striking 
out the first section and inserting the accompanying ; also by insert¬ 
ing the accompanying section in lieu of the third section, and by two 
additional sections to come in after the 3d section : in which amend¬ 
ments they desire your concurrence. 

They insist in their disagreement to the amendment made by your 
honorable body, to the amendment made by this House to a bill en¬ 
titled an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act sup¬ 
plementary to an act to establish a State University, passed Dec. 

18, 1821. 

They have appointed Messrs Jackson, Jones, Philpott, Fields 
Phillips and Perkins, a committee of conference on their part, to 
meet and confer with such committee as may be appointed on the 
part of your honorable body, respecting said disagreement. 

They concur in the amendment made by your honorable body to 
the bill, entitled an act to better regulate the proceedings of public 
officers in this state. 

A bill entitled an act to authorize the president and trustees of 
the University of Alabama, to dispose of the lands belonging to said 
institution by admitting entries, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill entitled an act in relation to seamen belonging to vessels 
in merchant's service was read the 3d time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith 

A bill, entitled an act to revise and amend an act to revise, con¬ 
solidate and amend the several acts relative to the militia of this 
state, was taken up. 

Mr. Casey moved to amend the bill by striking out the words 
"battalion drills shall be discounted, and” in the third section, 
which was carried. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend the bill by striking out the sixth sec¬ 
tion ,which provides that there shall be but two company musters in 
each year; which was carried. - Yeas 9, Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desire, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Crabb Moore Shackleford Wood- 9. 



Coats Metcalf Powell 


Smith 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins M'Camy M'Vay- 7. 

Bibb Devereux 

Mr. Wood moved to amend the bill by striking out the eighth sec¬ 
tion; which was lost. 

Mr. Wood moved to strike out the 12th section ; which was lost. 

The bill was then read the third time as amended, and passed. 

Yeas 11. Nays 5. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Devereux M'Camy Moore Powell 

Coats Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay Smith- 11. 

Bibb. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Conner Shackleford Wood- 5. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, Ordered, That Messrs. Casey, Hopkins, Moore, Con¬ 
ner and Powell be appointed a committee on the part of the Senate 
to confer with the committee appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, respecting the disagreement between the two 
Houses, in relation to the amendment made by the Senate to their 
amendment to the bill, entitled an act to repeal in part and amend 
an act entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish a State 
University, passed Dec. 10, 1821. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives to the bill entitled an act to alter the times 
of holding courts in the 1st, 2d, 3d and 6th judicial circuits. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills reported as correct¬ 
ly enrolled. An act to authorize William Black and his associates, to erect 
a toll bridge over Gravelly creek. An act to allow the administrators of 
Aaron Murphy, deceased to convey in certificate therein named ; An act 
to incorporate Flint river Navigation Company in Morgan county ; An act 
to incorporate the town of Greenville in the county of Butler; An act 
for the further organization of the militia in the counties of Pike and Cov¬ 
ington ; An act to emancipate a certain slave named Letitia ; An act to 
authorize Young A. Gray or convey certain real estate therein mentioned; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hatch ; An act to establish a certain 
road therein named and for other purposes ; An act to prevent fraudu¬ 
lent conveyances ; An act supplementary to an act to establish the Bank 
of the State of Alabama : An act to amend the charter of the Tombeckbe 
Bank; An act to authorize the adm'rs of Isaac Edwards, dec'd to com¬ 
ply with the contracts made by their intestate, respecting his real estate; 

An act to incorporate the Huntsville Library company; An act to amend 
an act entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in the courts of law and 
equity in this state ; An act to appoint commissioners to improve the nav¬ 
igation of the Tennessee River: An act pointing out the manner by which 
the streets in the towns of Tuskaloosa and Montgomery shall be kept in 
good order and for other purposes : - All of which were accordingly sign¬ 
ed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Casey from the committee on roads , bridges and ferries to 
whom was referred the bill entitled an act amendatory to the laws 
now in force in this state respecting roads, &c. reported the same as 
amended ; which was concurred in. The bill was then read the 



third time as amended, and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 
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Mr. Casey obtained leave to introduce a resolution appointing 
commissioners of reserved lands in the town of Cahawba; which 
was read, The rule which requires all bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days being dispensed with, it was read the second time forth¬ 
with, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 
clerk. Mr. President, The House of Representatives have passed bills 
originating in your house, entitled An act appropriating the fines and for¬ 
feitures accruing in Madison county to the benefit of Greene Academy 
and have amended the same by an additional proviso- in which they de¬ 
sire your concurrence. An act to incorporate the Limestone and Flint 
river Navigation companies. The have passed bills originating in their 
house, entitled An act to regulate the commissions of assessors and tax 
collectors ; An act to amend the laws now in force in this state for the 
punishment of the crime of horse stealing. They have passed a Resolu¬ 
tion, originating in your house, entitled Resolution authorizing the Comp¬ 
troller of Public Accounts to receive all moneys and notes arising from the 
rents of reserved lands in the town of Cahawba ; An act to declare Bas¬ 
sett's creek in Clarke county a public highway, and for other purposes 
and have amended the same by an additional section; in which they de¬ 
sire your concurrence. An act to authorize the J udge of the county court 
and commissioners of roads and revenue of the county of Mobile to levy 
an extra tax, for the purpose of building a court house and jail in said 
county and for other purposes, and have amended the same by an addi¬ 
tional section- in which they desire your concurrence. They concur 
in the amendment made by your honorable body, to bills entitled. An act 
to change the state road and for other purposes; and, An act to amend 
the charter of the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville, and to 
provide for the speedy resumption of specie payments, thereby. They 
have passed a bill, originating in your house, entitled An act in relation 
to the sixteenth section. 

On motion the Senate adjourned 'till 7 o'clock this evening. 

Evening, 7 o'clock. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Hopkins called up the bill, entitled an act authorizing Clai¬ 
borne Wright, and his associates; and Alexander G. Morgan and his 
associates, to make certain improvements in the navigation of the 
Tennessee river. 

Mr. Moore moved, to strike out the words "twenty-five" where 
the bill grants A.G. Morgan and his associates the exclusive use of 
their improvements in the Tennessee river, abo e the muscle shoals 
and within the limits of this state, for the period of "twenty five 
years;" with a view of inserting "fifteen" and on the question be¬ 
ing put, it was determined in the negative, Yeas 7, Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are 
Mr. Casey Metcalf M'Vay Smith-7. 

Coats Moore Powell 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Devereux M'Camy Wood - 9 

Bibb Crabb Hopkins Shackleford 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment to the bill; "Provid¬ 
ed further, that the state shall retain the right to dissolve this char¬ 
ter or grant, whenever the said shoals shall be made navigable by 
the state, after which time no toll shall be required. 



Mr. Powell offered the following as an amendment to the amend¬ 
ment offered by Mr. wood "upon paying an equivalent for expen- 
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ditures actually made, and not reimbursed by tolls to be adjudged 
by commissioners appointed in common by the legislature and the 
company hereby incorporate;” which was rejected. The question 
was then put on the adoption of Mr. wood's amendment, and deter¬ 
mined in the negative. Mr. President, having substituted Mr. Casey 
in the chair, moved to reconsider the voted on Mr. Moore's motion to 
strike out the words "twenty-five;" which was carried. The ques¬ 
tion was then put on striking out the words "twenty-five," and de¬ 
termined in the affirmative. Mr. Smith moved to fill the blank with 
the words "twenty-one," which was lost. Mr. Hopkins moved to 
fill the blank with the words "twenty ; which was also lost. Mr. 

Bibb moved to fill the blank with the word "eighteen," which was 
carried. The bill was then read the third time, and on the question 
"shall this bill pass?” it was determined in the affirmative. Ordered, 
That the title be "an act to improve the navigation of the Tennes¬ 
see river." Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 30. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee of conference appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to confer with the committee appointed on the 
part of the House of Representatives, on the subject matter of dis¬ 
agreement between the two Houses, on a bill, to be entitled an act 
to repeal in part, and amend an act entitled an act supplementary to 
an act to establish a State University, passed Dec. 18, 1821, report¬ 
ed that they have had a meeting and recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: Resolved, that the bond to be given by the State 
Treasurer, be one hundred thousand dollars, agreeable to the provi¬ 
sions of the amendment made by the Senate; which was concurred 
in. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to regulate the commissions of assessors 
abd tax collectors, was read the first time. The rule requiring all 
bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
read the second time forthwith. 

Mr. Casey offered the following amendment to the bill; "And be 
it further enacted, that the judge of the county court and commis¬ 
sioners of roads and revenue for the county of Dallas, be and they 
are hereby authorized to levy a county tax, in addition to the tax 
which they are now authorize to levy, of twenty five per cent, on 
the state tax, if so much be necessary, for the purpose of paying for 
the building the public county jail in said county;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Casey also offered the following amendment to the bill; "And 
be it further enacted, that hereafter it shall be the duty of the judge 
of the county court and commissioners of roads and revenue in this 
state, to cause the treasurers of the respective counties, as often as 
once a year to make out a report of the situation of the county trea¬ 
sury, stating particularly what moneys have been received by them 
during the preceding year, and from what source, and how disposed 
of, which report shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the county 
court, and published in a public newspaper, if there be one in such 
county ; and also a fair copy to be placed in the court house door of 
their respective counties;” which was adopted. 

The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days being 
further dispensed with, the bill was read the third time as amended, 
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& passed. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a resolution for the safe 
keeping of the furniture belonging to the State House; which was 
read. The rule requiring all joint resolutions to be read on three 
several days being dispensed with, it was read the 2d time forth¬ 
with; and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading this evening. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave to record his name in favor of the pas¬ 
sage of the bill, entitled an act in addition to an act to carry into ef¬ 
fect the laws of the United States prohibiting the slave trade. 

A bill, entitled an act to amend the laws now in force in this state 
for the punishment of the crime of horse stealing, was read the first 
time, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, Ordered, That the Senate disagree to 
the amendment made by the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled an act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accruing in 
Madison county, to the benefit of Green Academy. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the Governor, by J. J. Pleasants, Esq. secretary of 
state. Mr. President The Governor did, on the 29th instant, approve 
and sign, an act pointing out the manner by which the streets in the 
towns of Tuscaloosa and Montgomery shall be kept in good order, and for 
other purposes; an act to appoint commissioners to improve the naviga¬ 
tion of the Tennessee river; An act to prevent fraudulent conveyances; 

An act to amend an act, entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in the 
courts of law and equity in this state; An act to amend the charter of the 
Tombeckbe Bank; An act supplemental to an act to establish the Bank of 
the state of Alabama; An act to authorize the administrators of I saac Ed¬ 
wards, deceased, to comply with the contracts made by their intestate 
respecting his real estate; An act to incorporate the Huntsville Library 
Company ; and on this day, An act to establish regular justices; courts in 
this state ; All of which originated in this honorable body. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives to bills of the following ti¬ 
tles to wit: An act to incorporate the Flint river Navigation Com¬ 
pany; An act to declare Bassett's Creek, in Clarke county, a public 
highway ; and An act to authorize the judge of the county court 
and commissioners of roads and revenue in Mobile county to levy 
an extra tax for the building a court-house and jail in said county. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

An engrossed resolution appointing commissioners of reserved 
lands in the town of Cahawba, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

Mr. M'Camy called up the bill, entitled an act for the relief of the 
people of the state of Alabama. 

Mr. wood offered the following amendment to the bill: "and 
be it further enacted, That all the other counties in this state not 
herein before mentioned shall be entitled to the same relief as those 
already enumerated ; which was rejected. 

The bill was then read the third time, and on the question, Shall 
this bill pass? it was determined in the affirmative- Yeas 13, Nays 3. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Conner M'Camy M'Vay Shackleford 

Casey Hopkins Moore 



Those who voted in the negative, Mr. Coats Devereux Wood- 3. 
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So the bill was passed. Ordered, That the title be, "An act for 
the relief of the people in certain counties therein named,” and that 
it be sent to the House for concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 
clerk. Mr. President, the House of Representatives have read a third 
time and passed, bills originating in their house, entitled An act to incor¬ 
porate the town of Florence in Lauderdale county ; An act dividing the 
22d regiment of Alabama militia. They concur in all the amendments 
made by your honorable body to the bill, entitled An act to improve 
the navigation of the Tennessee river, except by striking out twenty-nine, 
in the 5th section and inserting eighteen, and by inserting the words as¬ 
cending or in the 7th section, and by striking out the words in low tide in 
the same section, and by striking out the proviso at the end of the 7th 
section, to which they disagree. They also disagree to the amendment by 
inserting the words or keel. 

Mr. Casey moved that the Senate insist upon their amendment to 
the bill, entitled an act to improve the navigation of the Tennessee 
river, by striking out the word "twenty-nine,” and inserting "eigh¬ 
teen,” where it grants A.G. Morgan and his associates the exclusive 
use of their improvements in the navigation of the Tennessee river 
for the period of twenty-nine years ; and on the question being put, 
it was determined in the negative- Yeas 7, Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey CoatsMetcalf Moore M'Vay Powell Wood- 7. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Devereux M'Camy Smith- 9. 

Bibb Crabb Hopkins Shackleford 

Ordered, That the Senate insist upon their amendment to said 
bill, by adding the words "and keel,” and the words "ascending or,” 
by striking out the words "in low tide,” and by striking out the pro¬ 
viso at the end of the seventh section. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act dividing the twenty-second regiment of Ala¬ 
bama militia, was read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to 
be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was 
read the second time, and ordered to lie on the table till 3 o'clock 
this evening. 

A bill, entitled an act to incorporate the town of Florence, in Lau¬ 
derdale county, was read the first time & ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Shackleford moved that the bill, entitled an act regulating the 
fees of justices and constables, be laid on the table ; which was lost. 

Yeas 6. Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Devereux Shackleford Smith Wood- 6. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay 

Casey Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell- 10. 

Mr. Crabb moved to reconsider the voted of the Senate on order¬ 
ing the bill to a third reading ; which was carried. 

' Mr. Crabb then moved to amend the bill by striking out all of the 
first section after the enacting clause ; which was carried. 

Mr. Casey moved to strike out the words "And be it further 
enacted," in the second section; which was carried. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 



clerk. Mr. President, the House of Representatives concur in the report 
of the joint committee on the subject of disagreement between the two 
houses on the bill, entitled An act to repeal in part and amend an act en- 
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titled an act supplementary to an act to establish a State University, pas¬ 
sed Dec. 18, 1821. They concur in the amendments made by the Senate 
to the amendment of this House to said bill. They have passed a bill, o- 
riginating in their House, entitled An act for the relief of Thomas Berry. 

The insist on their amendment to the bill, entitled An act approba¬ 
ting the fines and forfeitures accruing in Madison county to the benefit of 
Greene Academy. They concur in the amendments made by your honor¬ 
able body to the bill, entitled An act to regulate the commissioners of as¬ 
sessors and tax collectors. They have passed an engrossed Resolution, 
originating in your house, entitled A resolution appointing commissioners 
of reserved lands in the town of Cahawba. They recede from their dis¬ 
agreement to all the amendments made by your honorable body to the bill, 
entitled An act to improve the navigation of the Tennessee river. 

On motion the Senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock this evening. 

Evening Session. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly 
enrolled, An act to declare Bassett's creek in Clarke county, a public 
highway and for other purposes An act to allow Henry Hitchcock com¬ 
pensation for superintending the printing the Digest and making the index 
for the same; Ana ct to alter the times of holding courts in the first sec¬ 
ond, third and sixty judicial circuits: Memorial of the General Assembly 
of the state of Alabama to the Congress of the United States; An act to 
improve the navigation of the Coosa river and to aid in its connexion 
with the Tennessee waters; Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of 
public accounts to receive all monies and notes arising from the rents of 
the reserved lands in the town of Cahawba; An act relative to the 16th 
sections and An act authorizing a lottery to aid in the improvement of 
the navigation of I ndian creek-all of which were accordingly signed by 
Mr. President. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly 
enrolled, An act restricting officers from taking commissions on costs col¬ 
lected by them on executions: An act to enable the mayor and aldermen 
of the city of Mobile to pass quarantine laws; An act declaring the old 
road from Warren Stone's in Montgomery county, to the town of Mont¬ 
gomery the state road, and for other purposes: An act to authorize the 
stockholders in the Tombeckbe Bank to removed the same: An act to 
provide for taking the census: An act for the relief of Thomas C. J ones; 

An act allowing a certain salary to the J udge of the county court of Mo¬ 
bile county ; Resolution in relation to certain depreciated paper in the 
treasury of this state ; An act to authorize Wm. E. Dupree to emancipate 
a certain slave Billy; Resolution concerning the district court of 
the United States; and And act to repeal so much of an act passed on the 
15th day of Dec. 1821, as allows Samuel Dale the half pay of a colonel in 
the army of the U. States, all of which were signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Crabb presented the account of William B. Allen, against the 
state. Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of accounts to 
consider and report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That Mr. Coats have leave to 
absence for the remainder of the session. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk; 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third time 
and passed bills, originating in their House, entitled an act to authorize 
the administrators of Oliver Holman, deceased, late of Mobile, to sell real 
estate, and for other purposes; Resolution in relation to the printing and 



distribution of the acts, resolutions, and journals of the General Assem¬ 
bly ; in which they desire your concurrence. They concur in your 
amendments to the bill, entitled an act to revise, consolidate and amend 
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the several acts, relative to the militia of this state. They disagree to 
your amendments to the bill, entitled an act amendatory of the laws now 
in force respecting roads, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Ordered, That Mr. Metcalf have 
leave of absence for the remainder to the session. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill, entitled an act 
regulating the fees of justices and constables. 

The bill being further amended on Mr. Powell's motion, was read 
the third time; and on the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de¬ 
termined in the affirmative- Yeas 9, Nays 6. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell 

Conner Hopkins Metcalf M'Vay 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Casey Coats DevereuxShackleford Smith- 6. 

Ordered, That the title be "An act regulating the fees of justices, 
constables and lawyers." 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third time and 
passed a bill, originating in their House, entitled An act to authorize Da¬ 
vid Dickinson, Reuben Hays and William Hays, to emancipate certain ne- 
gores therein named; an act making appropriations for the year 1824; 
in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled an act to authorize Rodah Hor¬ 
ton and associates to construct a turnpike road therein named, re¬ 
ported the same with sundry amendments, which were concurred in. 

Mr. Crabb offered the following amendment to the bill: 

"Sec.- Be it further enacted, That J ames B. Graham be, and he is 
hereby authorized to mark out and open, at his own expense, a public 
road leading from the town of Triana, on the Tennessee river, down the 
same and as near the river as the ground will admit, to a point opposite 
the town of Monroe, on said river; and the court of commissioners of 
roads and revenue for the county of Madison, shall at their next session 
after the said road shall be completed and report thereof made to said 
court, appoint a jury as in case of juries appointed to review and mark 
out public roads, whose duty it shall be, under the superintendence of the 
sheriff of said county, to view the road so opened, and assess the damage, 
which any individual may sustain by opening said road through his land; 
which damage shall be paid out of the county treasury of Madison coun¬ 
ty;:” which was adopted. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to the bill: 

And be it further enacted, That all persons, actual citizens of Madison 
county, shall at all times be permitted to pass and repass said road or any 
part thereof, with their property, free of toll, as if this act had not passed, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

And on the question being put, on the adoption of said amend¬ 
ment, it was determined in the negative - Yeas 3, Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Metcalf M'Vay Powell-3 . 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President, Casey, Crabb, Hopkins, Moore, Smith- 11. 

Bibb, Conner, Devereux, M'Camy Shackleford 



The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Casey presented the account of M. D. Thomason for station- 
2 w 
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ary, &c. furnished during the present session, which was referred to 
the committee on accounts. 

On motion, Ordered That the Senate insist upon their amendments 
to the bill, entitled an act amendatory to the laws now in force res¬ 
pecting roads, &c. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act making appropriations for the year 1824, was 
read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three 
several days being dispensed with, the bill was read a 2d time. 

Mr. Casey moved to strike out the words "two hundred and fifty” 
in the fourth section of the bill, where it makes an appropriation to 
the secretary of state for copying the laws and journals, and prepar¬ 
ing them for the press; which was carried- Yeas 7, Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Casey Devereux Metcalf M'Vay Powell Smith Wood-7. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Conner Hopkies MooreShackleford- 6. 

Mr. Shackleford moved to fill the blank with the words "tw 
hundred and twenty-five." which was lost. 

Mr. Casey moved to fill the blank with the words :two hundred,” 
which was carried. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three 
several days being further dispensed with, the bill was read the 3d 
time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Wood presented the account of sundry persons against the 
state, which were referred to the committee of accounts. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as 
correctly enrolled, an act to amend the charter of the Planter's and 
Merchants' Bank of Huntsville, and to provide for the speedy re¬ 
sumption of specie payments thereby; An act to compensate Fer¬ 
dinand Sannoner for a pay of the state of Alabama; an act to eman¬ 
cipate the persons therein named; An act to provide for the sale of 
land and slaves at the towns of Courtland and Tuscumbia, in cer¬ 
tain cases; An act to authorize William Bake to emancipate a 
negro man slave named J acob; An act to authorize the president 
and trustees of the University of Alabama, to dispose of the land be¬ 
longing to said institution by admitting entries; An act to compel 
parties to a suite who plead the loss of any instrument in writing un¬ 
der which they claim a benefit, to make oath of the truth of such 
pleading; An act in relation to seamen belonging to vessels in mer¬ 
chant's service; An act to change the State road, ad for other 
purposes; an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act 
to incorporate the town of Athens, in Limestone county, passed 19th 
November, 1818; An act to provide for the payment of state witnes¬ 
ses; An act to better regulate the proceedings of public officers in 
the several counties in this state: all of which were accordingly 
signed by Mr. President. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third 
time and passed a bill, originating in their House, entitled an act 
making appropriations for certain claims against the state. 

Resolution in relation to the printing and distribution of the acts, 
resolutions and journals of the Genera Assembly, was read the first 
time. The rule requiring all joint resolutions to be read on three 
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several days being dispensed with, it was read the 2d and third time 
forthwith and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act making appropriations for certain claims 
against the state, and for other purposes; was read the first time.- 
The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days being 
dispensed with, it was read the 2d time forthwith, and ordered to be 
referred to the committee on accounts, to consider & report thereon. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize the administratrix of Oliver 
Holman, deceased, late of the county of Mobile, to sell real estate, 
and for other purposes; was read the first time. The rule requir¬ 
ing all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the second time, and ordered to be read the 
third time on to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize David Dickenson, Reuben 
Hays and William Hays to emancipate certain slaves therein named, 
was read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with; was read the second and 
3d time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Ordered, That the bill, entitled an act dividing the 22d regiment 
of Alabama militia lie on the table. 

An engrossed resolution providing for the safe keeping of the 
furniture belonging to the state house, was read the 3d time & passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Senate insist upon their disagree¬ 
ment to the amendment made by the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled an act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accru¬ 
ing in Madison county, to the benefit of Greene Academy. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Berry ; was read 
the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three se¬ 
veral days being dispensed with, it was read the 2d & 3d time & passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 31. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled, an act to authorize the judge of the county court 
and commissioners of roads and revenue of Mobile county, to levy 
an extra tax for the building a court-house and jail in said county, 
and for other purposes: an act to incorporate the Limestone and 
Flint River Navigation Companies; Resolution appointing commis¬ 
sioners of reserved lands in the town of Cahawba; and, An act to 
repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act supplementary to 
an act to establish a State University, passed Dec. 18, 1821; all of 
which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Powell, having voted in the majority, moved to reconsider the 
vote of the Senate on the question to strike out the words "fifty" in 
the fourth section of the bill, entitled an act to make appropriations 
for the year 1824; which was carried. Mr. Powell moved to fill the 
blank with the word "fifty," which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Ordered, That the committee of ac¬ 
counts be discharged from the further consideration of the accounts 




168 


of sundry persons, against the state for conveying the returns of the 
election for representatives to congress. 

Mr. Powell, from the committee of accounts, to which was refer¬ 
red to the account of Daniel Ayers, jailer of Jefferson county, report¬ 
ed, that it would be inexpedient to allow the account. 

Mr. Wood moved to disagree to said report: which was lost. 

Mr. Powell, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the account of William Boswell, against the state, reported in favor 
of allowing a part, and rejecting the remainder of said account; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. Powell, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
bill, entitled an act making appropriations for certain claims against 
the state; reported the same with sundry amendments which was 
concurred in. Ordered, that the bill pass to a 3d reading this evening. 

The following written communication was received from the Governor 
byj. J. Pleasants, esq. Secretary of State. 

Executive Department, Dec. 31, 1823. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives. 

I feel it a duty while certain subjects having an important relation to 
our navigable waters have been under consideration, and may yet be 
within the reach of the General Assembly, to call your attention to the 
ordinance passed in convention and appended to the constitution of the 
state; the last clause of which provides in the following words; that all 
navigable waters within this state shall for ever remain public highways 
free to the citizens of this state and of the United States, without any 
tax, duty, impost or toll therefor imposed by this state, and this ordinance 
is hereby declared irrevocable without the consent of the United States." 
Taking this clause in its most comprehensive sense it may well be ques¬ 
tioned, whether a shoal interrupting a navigable river may be subjected 
to toll, for improving the same, without the assent of the U. States; and 
it will always be a question depending on the topography of the several 
places improved, to determine how far a given improvement may tend to 
limit the existing liberty of any navigation in any river. 

Believing that Congress will readily assent to a proposition so laudable, 
so extensively beneficial, and at the same time so reasonable, I recom¬ 
mend that an act may be passed subjecting such acts as have been passed 
at the present session, proposing to improve any navigable rivers by lib¬ 
erty of toll, or by exclusive right to the condition of the assent of Con¬ 
gress being had thereto. I have the honor to be, &c. ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Hopkins, Bibb and Shackleford be appoint¬ 
ed a committee on the part of the Senate to act with such committee 
as may be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, 
to take into consideration said communication. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Casey called up the bill, entitled an act dividing the 22d re¬ 
giment of Alabama militia, and offered an amendment to the same; 
which was adopted. The bill was then read the 3d time & passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act to authorize the administrators of Oliver 
Holman, deceased, late of the county of Mobile, to sell certain real 
estate, and for other purposes, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the H. of Rep. by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have passed a 



bill, originating in their House, entitled an act for the relief of Ro- 
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bert H. Gregg, tax collector of Wilcox county for the year 1820; 
in which they desire your concurrence. 

They concur in the amendments made by your honorable body, 
to the bill, entitled an act to authorize Rodah Horton and associates, 
to construct a turnpike road therein named. 

They adhere to their amendment to the bill, entitled an act ap¬ 
propriating the fines and forfeitures accruing in Madison county to 
the benefit of Greene Academy. They have read three times and 
passed, a resolution originating in your House, entitled a resolution 
providing for the safe keeping of the furniture belonging to the state 
House. They concur in the amendment of your hon. body, to the bill, 
entitled an act amendatory of the laws now in force respecting roads. 

Mr. Powell moved, that the Senate adhere to their disagreement 
to the amendment made by the House of Representatives, to the 
bill, entitled an act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accruing in 
Madison county to the benefit of Greene Academy; which was carried. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Casey, Bibb and Hopkins, be appointed a 
committee on the part of the Senate, to meet and confer with such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, on said disagreement. 

Ordered, that the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act for the relief of Robert H. Gregg, tax col¬ 
lector of Wilcox county, for the year 1820, was read the first time. 

The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was read the second and third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled, an act to revise and amend an act, entitled an act to 
revise, consolidate and amend the several acts, relative to the militia 
of this state; An act to regulate the commissioners of assessors and 
tax collectors; and, an act to improve the navigation of the Ten¬ 
nessee river, all of which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

A bill, entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Berry, was read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Moore called up the bill, entitled an act supplementary to an 
act allowing an additional number of jurors in the Madison circuit 
court. The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correct¬ 
ly enrolled, resolution, providing for the safe keeping of the furniture 
belonging to the state house; which was signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Moore called up the bill, entitled an act authorizing the coun- 
tyu court of Limestone county, to make certain allowances therein 
named. The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock this evening. 

Evening Session. 

A message from the H. of Rep, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President:- The House of Representatives have appointed 
Messrs. Miller, Adair, Lanier and King, a committee on their part, 
to confer with the committee appointed on the part of your honor¬ 
able body, on the subject of the disagreement between the two 
Houses in relation to the amendment made by this House to a bill, 
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entitled an act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accruing in 
Madison county to the benefit of Greene Academy. 

They concur in the amendments made by your honorable body, 
to a bill, entitled an act dividing the 22d reg't of Alabama militia. 

They have appointed Messrs. Adair, Jackson, Martin, Weissin- 
er and Crenshaw a committee on their part, to confer with the com¬ 
mittee appointed by your honorable body to take into consideration 
the massage of the Governor of this day, upon the subject of our 
navigable waters. 

They have read a third time and passed, a bill, originating in your 
Honorable body, entitled an act for the relief of the tax collectors in 
certain counties therein named ; and have amended the same by 
striking out the word "said" in the 3d line of the first section, and 
by inserting between the words "collector” and "be" in the same 
line, the words of "Marengo county,” and by two additional sec¬ 
tions; in which amendments they desire your concurrence. 

They disagree to the amendments of your honorable body to the 
bill, entitled an at regulating the fees of justices and constables; 
by striking out all of the first section after the enacting clause; also 
by striking out the words "And be it further enacted” in the second 
section; also by striking out the words "above recited act” and in¬ 
serting in lieu thereof the words "an act to revise, consolidate, and 
amend the several acts, relative to justices of the peace and consta¬ 
bles, passed Dec. 27th, 1814." They concur in the amendment to 
the Senate by three additional sections. 

They have read a 3d time and passed a bill, originating in your honorable body, en¬ 
titled an act for the relief of the people of the state of Alabama, and have amended 
the same by inserting the word "Blount," in the first section, and by an additional 
section; in which they desire your concurrence. 

Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives to the bill, entitled an act for the relief of the tax collectors in certain 
counties therein named. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Ordered, That the Senate recede from their amendments to the bill, entitled an act 
regulating the fees of justices, constables and lawyers, to which the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives disagree. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives to the bill, entitled an act for the relief of the people of the state of Alabama. 
Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A bill, entitled an act making appropriations for certain claims against the state, and 
for other purposes, was read the third time as amended, and passed. Ordered, That 
the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the H. of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk. 

Mr. President, the House of Representatives have read three times, and passed a bill 
originating in their House, entitled An act supplemental to, and explanatory of two 
acts; one to improve the navigation of the Coosa river, and to aid in its connexion 
with the Tennessee waters:- and the other to improve the navigation of the Tennes¬ 
see river: in which they desire your concurrence. The said last mentioned bill was 
read the first time. The rule requiring all bills to be read on three several days be¬ 
ing dispensed with, it was read the second and third time forthwith, and passed. Or¬ 
dered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the committee of conference, appointed on the part of the Sen¬ 
ate, to confer with the one appointed onthe part of the House of Representatives, on 
the subject matter of disagreement between the two Houses in relation to the amend¬ 
ment made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled an act appropriating 



the fines and forfeitures accruing in Madison county, to the benefit of Greene Acade¬ 
my, Reported, That the committee have instructed him to recommend to the Senate to 
recede from their disagreement to said amendment; and on the question being put 
on concurring in said report, it was determined in the affirmative- Yeas 7, Nays 4. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President, Bibb, Conner, Devereux, Hopkins, M'Camy and Moore- 7. 

Those who voted in the negative are, Mr. Crabb, M'Vay, Powell, Shackleford- 4. 
So the report was concurred. Ordered, that the Sec'y, acquaint the House therewith. 
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A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President - The House of Representatives concur in the amendments made by 
your honorable body to the bill, entitled an act to increase the compensation of jurors 
in the county therein named, and for other purposes. They also concur in the amend¬ 
ments made by your honorable body to the bill, entitled an act making appropriation 
for certain claims against the state. They have read a third time and passed a resolu¬ 
tion, requesting our senators and representatives to Congress, to procure the assent of 
Congress to two bills for the improvement of our navigation. The last named resolu¬ 
tion was read the first time. The rule requiring all joint resolutions to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, it was read the second and third time, and 
passed. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the Governor, by J. J. Pleasants, Esquire. Mr. President- The 
Governor did, on the 30th inst. approve and sign, An act to declare Bassett's Creek, in 
Clarke county, a public highway, and for other purposes ; An act authorizing a lot¬ 
tery to aid in the improvement of the navigation of I ndian creek; An act to alter the 
times of holding courts in the first, third, and sixth judicial circuits ; An act to allow 
Henry Hitchcock compensation for superintending the printing the Digest and making 
the index for the same ; An act in relation to the sixteenth sections, Memorial of the 
General Assembly of the state of Alabama to the Congress of the United States; and 
a resolution authorizing the comptroller of public accounts to receive all monies and 
notes arising from the rents of the reserved lands in the town of Cahawba. 

And on this day, an act allowing a certain salary to the judge of the 
county court of Mobile; An act for the relief of Thomas C. J ones ; An 
act to incorporate the Limestone and Flint River Navigation Compa¬ 
nies ; An act to provide for taking the census ; An act to enable the 
mayor and aldermen of the city of Mobile to pass quarantine laws ; An 
act declaring the old road from Warren Stone's, in Montgomery county, 
to the town of Montgomery, the state road and for other purposes; An 
act to authorize the stockholders in the Tombeckbe Bank to remove the 
same ; An act restricting officers from taking commissions on costs collec¬ 
ted by them on execution ; Resolution appointing commissioners of re¬ 
served lands in the town of Cahawba ; An act to repeal in part and amend 
an act entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish a State Univer¬ 
sity, passed Dec. 18, 1821; An act to authorize the judge of the county 
court and the commissioners of roads and revenue in Mobile county, to 
levy an extra tax for the purpose of building a court-house and jail in said 
county, and for other purposes ; An act to authorize William E. Dupree 
to emancipate a certain slave named Billy ; Resolution concerning the 
district court of the United States ; Resolution in relation to certain de¬ 
preciated paper in the treasury of this state ; and, An act to repeal 
so much of an act, passed on the 18th day of Nov. 1821, as allows Samuel 
Dale for life, the half pay of a colonel in the army of the United States; 
all of which originated in this Houses. 

Mr. Moore offered the following resolution: Resolved, That a commit¬ 
tee be appointed on the part of this House to act with such committee as 
may be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, to wait 
on his Excellency the Governor, and inform him that the two houses have 
completed the business before the, & are ready to adjourn sine die, if he 
has no further communication to make; which was adopted : Where¬ 
upon, Messrs. Moore and Bibb were appointed a committee on the part of 
the Senate. Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the House therewith. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 
clerk. Mr. President, the House of Representatives have passed a res¬ 
olution, appointing J ohn A. Cotton and Williams Hendrick, commission- 



ers to examine the state road leading from Line Creek to Coffeeville ; in 
which they desire your concurrence. 

They have concurred in the resolution of your honorable body, ap¬ 
pointing a committee to act with such committee, as may be appointed by 
their House, to wait on the Governor and inform him that the two Houses 
have completed the business before them; and are ready to adjourn sine 
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die, if he has no further communication to make to them, and have ap¬ 
pointed on their part Messrs. Adair, Manly and M'Lemore. 

A resolution appointing J ohn A. Cotton and Williams Hendrick, Com¬ 
missioners to examine the State Road leading from Line Creek to Coffee- 
ville, was read the first time. The rule requiring all joint resolutions to 
be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read the 2d & 3d 
time and passed. Ordered, That the secretary inform the House thereof. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly enrolled, 

An act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accruing in Madison county, to the ben¬ 
efit of Green Academy; which was signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly enrolled, An 
act for the relief of the people of the state of Alabama; An act dividing the 22d regi¬ 
ment of the Alabama militia; An act supplementary to an act allowing an additional num¬ 
ber of jurors to the Madison circuit; An act for the relief of Thomas Berry ; An act to 
increase the compensation of jurors in certain counties therein named ; An act regula¬ 
ting the fees of justices, constables and lawyers; An act amendatory to the laws now 
in force respecting roads, &c.' An act to authorize the administratrix of Oliver Holman 
deceased, late of the county of Mobile, to sell real estate, and for other purposes; An 
act making appropriations for the year 1824; An act authorizing the county court of 
Limestone county to make certain allowances therein named ; An act for the relief of 
Robert H. Gregg, tax collector of Wilcox county for the year 1820 ; An act to author¬ 
ize David Dickinson, Reuben Hays and William Hays, to emancipate a certain negro 
therein named ; Resolution in relation to the printing and distribution of the acts, res¬ 
olutions and journals of the General Assembly; and, An act supplemental to, and ex¬ 
planatory of, two acts- one to improve the navigation of the Coosa river, and to aid in 
its connexion with the Tennessee waters- and the other to improve the navigation of 
the Tennessee river: All of which were signed by Mr. President. On motion, the Sen¬ 
ate adjourned till 7 o'clock this evening. 7 o'clock P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Moore, from the committee on en¬ 
rolled bills, reported as correctly enrolled, an act to authorize Rodah Horton and his 
associates to construct a turnpike road therein named; An act making appropriations 
for certain claims against the state, and for other purposes; Resolution requesting our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to procure the assent of Congress to two 
bills, for the improvement of our navigation; Resolution appointing J ohn A. Cotton 
and Williams Hendrick, commissioners to examine the State Road leading from Line 
Creek to Coffeeville, An act for the relief of the tax collectors in certain counties 
therein named; and, an act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accruing in Madi¬ 
son county, to the benefit of Green Academy. 

A message from the Governor byj. J. Pleasants, esquire. Mr. President- The 
Governor did, on this day approve and sign, an act to improve the navigation of the 
Coosa River and to aid in its connexion with the Tombeckbe waters; An act for 
the relief of the people of the state of Alabama; Resolution providing for the safe¬ 
keeping of the furniture belonging to the state-house; and, An act appropriating the 
fines and forfeitures accruing in Madison county, to the benefit of Greene Academy; 
all of which originated in the Senate. 

Mr. Moore, form the joint committee, Reported, that they had waited on the Gov'r who 
informed them that he had no further communications to make to the General Assembly. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson , their clerk: 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate, informing them that the House had 
finished all the business before the, and are ready to adjourn sine die. 

Mr. Shackleford having taken the chair, on motion of Mr. Powell, it was resolved 
unanimously, that the thanks of this House be presented to the Hon. Nicholas Davis, 
the President thereof, for the dignity, impartiality and intelligence, with which he has 



discharged the arduous and important duties of the chair, during the present session. 

Mr. President having resumed the chair, addressed the Senate in the following manner: 

Gentlemen- I feel grateful for the resolution of thanks which you have been pleased 
to adopted. Such a distinguished testimony of your approbation of the manner in which 
I have discharged the arduous duties of the chair, will ever claim my fondest recollec¬ 
tions. In separating from you, gentlemen, I feel a degree of emotion which I am una¬ 
ble to express. You will carry with you my best wishes for your individual happiness 
and the prosperity of your families. 

Ordered, That the secretary inform the House of Representatives, that the Senate 
having finished the business before them, are about to adjourn. Whereupon, on mo¬ 
tion of Mr. M'Vay, the President adjourned the Senate without day. 

NICHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 

TEST, F. S. LYON, Sec'y of the Senate. 



